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The Improvement society meeting
Monday night was given up to a dis-

cussion of the aunnexation question.
Mr. Coe spoke of the disadvautage

of being on the outskirts of a city

and the higher taxes that would have
to be paid without compensating
beuefits. He presented his side of
the case in a convincing manner. Mr.
Hill took the affirmative. Pregident
Boerner gave the following, which

was supposed to bea clipping from
the SuermpaNx Roap News:Lerrer of

Apnl 10, 1949/

“The sale of a piece of land at the
corner of the Sheridan drive and the
Midway, a street called in olden
times, Roger Williamsavenue, to his
lordship the Count of Salisbury, at
the price of $5,000 a front foot, pla-
ces the last piece of land dowr: there

“into the hands of the lord. They

used to call the place Ravinia on ae

count of the many ravines atthat time
‘running through the territory. Fifty

years ago acres sold in Ravinia for
less than $500. The place was oceu-

pied by a lot of easy-going, sleepy

people, who thought that sunshine
and fresh air in the forest were worth
more than money. A number of Chi-

cago capitalists, attracted by the low

price, bought all the land they could

and in order to then raise the price
proposed to annex to Highland Park,

they wanted the Park people to help

them make money. For their end
they needed the signatures of a ma-
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obtain them they soon found people -

who could be hired for the job. A
number of men invaded the place,

equipped with paper and pen and a

bottle of ink and a larger bottle t'h\at_ :
contained something that looked like

—gingerale. The agents were very
successful, some people signed be-
cause they would show their ability

to write, others signed because they_

were promised lower taxes.

Bavinia was annexed, small prop-
erty owners of Highland Park lost
their holdings, being unable to stand
the assessments. Streets were paved,
But in the
meantime a great change had taken

men had w into plebeians.
They had lost their right to vote. not

taking careof that franchise. ‘They |

had sold out for a mess of beans.
Ravinia, with all ‘modern improve-
ments, had no inhabitants. The
place was becoming a wilderness,
worse than after the panic of 1873.
Then it happened that the city of
Chicago needed a dumping place for
tin cans and other refuse that filled
its streets and alleys. Refuse matter
was carted out to fill up tie ravines.
Ravinia was made into a sort of Con-
ey Island affair. At that time Roger
Williams avenue becawe the midway.

Where now are the streets of Cairo | .

used to be Brother Moody's prop-
erty. The beauty show ison the lot

~ where the church used to stand, the

school house is occupied by the |
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The serrimof the Nlclml Pfata

Road to New York city and Boston
i8 a demonstrated success The de-
‘mands of the traveling publicare met |
by prorldmg three peerless fast ex-

press trains in each direction daily.
“These trains are mmposad of modern
first class. day coaches, elegant vesti-
buled sleeping cars between Chicago,

New York and Boston, and unexcell-

- Rwﬂnﬂ- mnva Relid 1hmnnh trainae |

between Ghimga and New York have

If you want to travel comfortably,
economically and safely, see that your
ticket is routed via the Nickel Plate
Roa& : - vl

ANNOUNCEI'IENT

After this wwi Mr. T. E. Pierson:

will be prepared to do your upholster-

ing, repairing, and cte., at the old
stand over Raffen & Bakers coal
office. |

Subseribe for the Bmmu Roap
News  Lerrer—8$1.50 per year.
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Lumfarmed colored porters in ebarga 5
of day eoaobaa ‘whose services are |
placed at the disposal of passengers.

$1.00 per hundrvd ; extra long stems
nl:ul del m&agmucﬂ.g

Sweet Peas

“The Earliest of All"~pink and whlu
extra lmg stems. |

WilliamBemard,Thc Floritt.




