- hand woman. _
sweet woman rémarked, “ These
~ things make me feel like a plated
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[t was Junius Henry Browne who

said that ¢ women were made to be

written about. ' In view, however of
all e nonsense that iswritten about
them, this dges not seem tobe a good
and sufficient \reason for their crea-
tion. In reading what is written for
and about women of the period, tue

conclusion is irresistible that th.e\_/

proper mental attitude for women is
standing on tip-toe; in  other words

reaching and straining after . abnor-

mal ‘conditions of mind, body and
estate. It is amusing, it is pathetic;
but it seems to be cumulative, and

SES the wonder/is: | whara eI =AY
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il 1 CORVOTSATION;
no mean ability, a com-
poser of mudic, a writer of essuys,

- but also, mirable dictu,— a * leader

of society " and a ‘ model wife and
mother.’' It is not unusual to add to

all these wholly incompatible attain-
- ments a face and figure suggestive of -

‘a fine old portrait, . In addition to

~ all these gifts and graces tlie poor.

creature must be a shining success as

a philanthropist, a promoter ol "For- -

eign Missions and her pastor’s right-
As one personally

spoon; I don’t feel as if I had any
mind to cultivate and if anything
makes me pugnacious it is ¢ style.’ ”
Contrasting this declaration of a

. woman who has ‘assured position, ’
_ with the straining and tip toeing and
pretending of countless. women, with,

an “ Uplift,”— a cool dash of com-
mon-sense seem to refresh a much
wearied inner consciousness ' of uni-

versal sham. :
Yet all this ig not a protest against

aspiration. The powers that be,
_among the literati, - have declared

“there is no erime but lowaim.” The
difficulty is not with the aim to * do
noble things, not dream them, ° but
the whole trouble lies in misdirected

energy, misguided force and alto-

gether misunderstood resources. The
demand seems to be for more com-

mon-sense; f(or this is the wisdom in
little things that makes life worth

living with those who have it.  All

women may not be distinetly * bril-
liant in conversation, ’ yetall women
may cultivate a generosity of spirit
which will keep them from hating
and picking to pieces those who are

supposed to possess the perilous ‘gift
of gab.”

All women may not be artists or

musicians or ‘ leaders of society ’ or

the ¢ hostess of the nation, * or any

other wildly pronounced creation,yet
it lies in every woman’s power to be
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in hétr friends and rejoices in it. One

who detects sham or- ill-nature and
withdraws from it, rather than stays

with it to fight and punish it. One

who makes you feel comfortable and
happy by her faith in you, her un-

critical, kindly and tolerant way of

dealing with the world’s faults -and
foibles. To be learned, to be bril-
liant, to be successful, in a literary or
social way, requires the proverbial
pound of flesh nearest the heart; but
there are better and altogether more
necessary achi_avemienta. for women,
the average woman, than standing
on tip-toe and straining after these
things. '

. The woman who is loved most is
the woman who keeps the * lower
lights!bu_rning, ' the small tender-
nesses that nake those around. her
happy while they are with her. The
woman who knows. how to compass
home-comfort by the nameless charm
of a sweet spirit, a happy faith, a
guiet manner and well chosen speech
is the women who will be adored by
those who live with her. There are

~women who work, either with mind
or hand or both, until they are too.

exhausted to talk, too weary to listen
and too utterly fagged to make an-
other effort to be brigkt or even pleas-
ant, and these are they who fail;

these are they who are‘ cross, ’ who
are ‘ unreasonable, ’ and whose most
conspicuous achievement is the red
robe of martyrdom.  If they bhad

-

“but done half as much and had done

it in the right way and at toe right

timéand in the right place they would

now be wearing a laurel wreath in-
stead of a crown of thorns.

Let us leave the women with an
“ Outlook ’ and an * Uplift ’ unto the

idols to whiclthey are joined. Let

us consider the average woman with
her deep, true heart, her sweet wo-
manly yearning to make somebody
happy, and her pormal mental con-
fusion 2)noeming ways and means.
Her first guidance is an entreaty to
remen#ber that she is lovely and lov-
ed not\because of what she knows,
called ¢ education, ’ nor yet because
of what she does, called * charity,’

_or ‘ social Jeadership, ’ nor yet again

because of what she can compass, in

T TETYNing or furniture, but
_______Jhatshe is in herself,
what she holds of power to make
others happy in themselves rather
than miserable becanse of what she
has of superior advantagesand attain-
ments. If she eannot use what she
knows and what she has to make life

bétter or more interesting to others,

vain and thrice vain are all her
possessions.

If she cahnot entertain handsome-
ly and elaborately with triumphs of

" the caterer, modiste and florist, she

can at least offer tho everyday cheer
of her table to a friendr two at a
time, and leave on each an impres-

sion of so mueh good will, so much
~grace, mercy and peace toward all
_the world that each will go from her

presence reﬁ?ahed and fed not only
physically but spiritually.

In this way she will build up, one

by one, friggdshim that will surround
her life with escapes, resources and

“defences in every possible trial that

may come to her.

“But the people 1 know are 8o -

commonplace. They do not seem to
be worth the trouble, besides they
bore me and their presence untunes

me."’

How often one hears this plaint
from those who could be charming
to these poor commonplace people.
Yet the truth remains thlt\very
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