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erary taste,

-1y admits that he is a

the Master than  Dr.
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ROBERT BROWNIN

It was long ago discovered that
people, those who appreciate Robert
Browning's poetry, and
do not. All men profess an unbound-
ed adovration for Shakespeare,

though comparatively few have ever

read twoof his plays, and fower yet

one of Ins sonnets: but if any man

the Third had, the

courage or ihe dulness to pronounce

has, as George

Shakespeare’s dramas “‘sad
ceries ““OT with his head.”

There are those who eéall Brown.-
ings’ poems “sad stuff,”
in no peril ol death from the mob,al-
thoagh it is hard for the Browning-
ites and  the Anti-Browningites to
live in unity together.

To profess an read

inability  to -
Shakespeare is to argue
lacking in the very rudiments of lit-

but the detractors of

Browning still form a large and re-
spectable party in the world of Jet-

ters, though it is HH%fH to  say
they

have suffered many defections of late

are losing ground and that they

vears the writer, by the way, modest-
somewhat
recent convert. | _
Among the Browningites none is
more eathusiastic in his devotion to

Jenkin Lloyd
Jones, who on last Tharsday evening

lecturel toan audience that erowded

the hall of the Highland Park Club.
Dr. Jones Hlti:.lnuntl}‘ pointed out the

vast raage of the poet’s genius, and

" ] . y a "
quoted stirring passages from ballads,

Iyries and dramas to show the wide
scope of the poetie field to which he
mvited us to f{}llu:&' him.

He asserted  that  Browning
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one's self

those who |
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has created not merely a body
" of verse of most diversified or.
ders. but a whole literature.

'tht- wnrld iﬁ Hlﬂdf‘ Ilp nf two sorts of |

-appreciation of his writings is
the pastime of a day,

p—

‘Htﬂﬂ'.“"_‘

“sad stuff!” the multitude forthwith
: quoted from.

bhut tlw}' are |

‘gunage and the noblest tribute

of letters, but a whole continent,
reaching from pole to pole; that the

but a serious

.__ _-rﬂ..

not

study, richly repaying the student

and lt'mllug him through many guaint
and curios wayvs to the |u+-rl'r-ct Pal.
ace of Art.

Dr. Jenes recited
the shorter lyries, lyries so
of fire that beside thum all  others
seem tame and conmonplace. He
“The Grammarian’s
Funeral’ ”" which a great critic  has
called the greatest oe in our lan-

- paid to a man, and from “The Flight

of the Dndw*-.h. “That Miracle of
beaaty and art,” in which Browning,
dfcnnllug to t|lt‘ same critic, extem-
porized a whole civilization as a set-
ting for the soul of the little duchess:
and from ** Saul, " the greatest of
modern religious poems;

“Pippa Passes,” in which
reaches the highest pinnacle of dram-
atic art. All who heard him were fas-

- cinated -by the edrnestness of the lee-

that

turer and the ski!l with whieh he ana-
Iyzed the poems of which he spoke.
It is not necessary that one shonld
appreciate everything Browning has
written, it 18 not all equally gmul
and if one takes -what he likes and
leaves the rest he will still have in
finite riches,

Such enthusiasm as Dr__Jones’ is
contagious, and we predict thdt many

| even of the scorners will dip into |
Browning to see if perghance they °

can find tlwre what the lecturer told
of, and many who have hitherto been
mdifferent will be roused to a new
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CHARMING AFFAIR AT TI‘IE CLUB
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One of the most interesting events

| ioni ' of the winter. and in all
- that his s not g.eorner of the world |

respects a
delightful affair, was the lancy {]I'Hh‘-i
party given by Catherine G’Hhmtr
little daughter of Mrs. C. W' Lllhl:
ing, in honor of her ninth lnrtlulm
Fally fifty children in fancy dress

Highland Park

were present at the

- Club House,which had been special-

several of |

full

By

ever |

ly decorated and arranged for the

occasion. 1 ; )

Many of the parents gccompanied
their children, and aequ:llintaucm In-
terrapted by the absence abroad of
Mrs. Cllﬁli.i[:'g and her two daughters
were renewed under the most happy
circumstances. Great efforts had

been put_forth by the parents of the

little guests to the end that the cos-

tumes apd characters assumed by the

and from
the poet

~appeared to advantage,

- fed volunteers.

effort to master at least some of these

great Poems.

To all such we commend the new
Camberwell edition of Browning's
complete writings, published with

' notes, 1 twelve dainty yvotumes, any
one of which may be had®eparately

at a small price

children would be  particulgrly

TF’IETP

little (?(}lomﬁl dames.

attractive and lntervatmg
were several -
fairies, peasants, prineesses and flow-
er girls. A demure Miss Columbia
as did also
" Theboys ty pi-

rough riders,

a_‘“‘little Buttercup,
COW -
boys. "Tt*(id\' Roosevelts,” and ofher
original individualities.

A young G‘hl(‘dﬂ'ﬂ lady I]II’P{‘tPI'] the

| led

the fairv stories and other. pretty

german and figire dances = and

games.
" the table décorations including car-

A -dainty repast was served

nations and favors. At an early hour

the little people returned to

homes charmed and pleased in a

manner certainly gratifying to Mrs.
Cushing and Miss Catherine.
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Lieut. Diekman, post quartermdm
ter, was called to St Paul to aet as
reccording officer on the retiring
board now in session. He left on
Wednesday,

rk News.
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