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‘Capt. Jack Crawiord. ertes .En
' Route to Yukon Gold Fuas‘

' gnteresting incidents of His Trip and

.. them without,

. these places,

"Amd the Chilkoot pass if possible.” I

o s onebut e

* freight to Bennett for, and thatin a day

. But few gold seekers have this priﬂ-i

. my offer, and asked him what he counld

days, hnr'ring storm or accident. “All}

‘while I tell the captain of the ship to

" hasing groceries andl mwany  other

Yaluable Informnation for Those
Who Contemplate a Sim-
ilar Jourmney.

Just one month ago to~day (May 17)
I began a letter deseription of my trip
and experience between Sealtle and
Lake Bennett, and find that it will make
a good-sized book. So 1 will reserve
most of it for future generations, and

_ pow give a plain, truthful, unvarnished,
prief statement that will benefit anyone
who may contemplate a trip to the
Yukon.

In the first :H.:E, I refused to actu
special correspondent of half a dozen
journals who offered to pay me for ex-
clusive letters, ‘fimply because .there
are a dozen or more editors who are my

gsonal friends. This letter goes to

compensation except
what has already been given, inskindly
favors and pure friendship. Then thére
are over 200 personal friends who de-

- serve letters, but who will read this and,
know it must take the place of such let-
ters; for it is a fact that outside of two
letters written.to my wifeand our pres-
jdent, Mr. Frank B. Vrooman,!I have
had no time to write, and :enrulr time
to jot down notes in my diary.

While in Seattle I consulted!people
from Jupeaw and Taiya regarding sup-
plies and theireost in these places, and
was satisfied that I could purchase here
or at Juneau at as reasonable rates as
1 could at Seattle; and outsjde bacon,
crystalized egg, and some other con-
densed foods and hardwarve, | ti’l: per-
mitted to try the experimrnts I bave

urchased $500 worth in this place
cheaper than I could have done in Seat-
tle, Portland, San Francisco or Vietoria,
and I had complete lists from each. of

Only what little hard-

ware I lacked was a little higher. I left

Seattle April 11, with six men apd abount

four tons of goods and machinery, be-
ing compelled to leave our dredge on ac-
count of reports which stated that it
wounld be imposible to get piecés weigh-

ing as much as 500 or 1,000 pounds over

either of the passes. Thig report ‘1

found to be ipeorrect, as two weeks ago
pieces weighing more than 1,000 pounds
were taken over without mmch trouble.

On leaving Seattle I was handed a letter

by our president containing sealed or-

ders to be opened at sea; at first I

thought perhaps he expected us to meet
and annihilate the Spanish flegt, and on
opening these orders the first Jine read:

knew the presidenti's motive for this
e of the

de which had just’ oce
wished us to avoid the reported danger
from other slides. We were bound for
Skagway, where ‘we landed .on the
morning of the 16th. I requested Capt.
James Durie, of tlte good shipBrixham,
to hold my goods until I went up town
to investigate. I had letters tp the lead-
ing transportation companies at Skag-
way, and on preseniing them, waos in-
formed that 13 cents per pound was the
very lowest that they could put my

or two the rate would probably be 18 or
20 cents, I tried several other com-
panies, and the best I could do with re-
sponsible parties and everything at my
own risk, was 18 eents. I returned to
the Brixham, Capt. Durie agreed to take
my stuff to Dyea, give me an oppor-
tunity fo go uptown, see what I could,
and if not satisfled take me and my out-

fit back to Skagway. ‘

lege. Landing at the D. K. T. Go,'s whart
at 8:30 p. m., I started for town over
one of the worst rcads Lhave ever seen,
up and down hili, through mud, slash,
rock and corduroy. We reached Dyea,
three miles distant, about ten p. m.,
made a hasty investigation and return-
ing over same road reached the ship ap
midnight. While in the office of the
D. K. T, Co. on their whar?, [ was talk-
ing of returning to Skagway, when a
Young man in the office informed e
that ke represented the above cothpany,
and would make a contract to take my
stufl {rom Dyea wharf to Lake Bennett,
for ten cents per pound, and guarantee
it. This was rather a surprise, as ] was
told at Skagway that the freight was
bigher at Dyea, and that they would
guarantee nothing; that other destruc-

tive slides might come at any moment. k‘
I then offered the D K. T, Tepresenta-
tive nine cents per pound if he would
guarantee tp land my freight within
ten days. He immediately went to'the
telephone, 'called up Superintendent
Hammond at Canyon City, made known

|

do about it. “How much frejght has he
got?” asked Mr. Hamy “About
12,000 to 14,000, I replied. And after a
moment the man at the ‘phome in-

formed me that Mr. Hammuud would |and here is another item worth remem-

contract at that price and guarantee to
land my freight at Bernett wjithin eight
right,” said 1, “make out your contract,

unload.” Aund at nearly one o'clock in
the morning ‘the good captain®had my

stuff lunﬁed on the wharf, while I|Seattle to Bennett, $40, making about

sought my stateroom after having
#aved my company between $600 and
$700 in frtight alome.

We staid in Dyea peariy a week, pur-

' which point our goods were packed on

d, “hel

| ibly informed that within a week the

‘everyone tells thie same story, that no

blame,

r|“'nrﬂf*.ll:{.:' Canyon City on Sunday morn-
ing. April 24, with twe of our boys, Dr,
Wilcoxson and J. Crook, we reached
Sheep Camp abont ten o’clock in a bliz-
zard and snowstorm.
Leaving the boys in a store in Sheep
Camp to follow on foot, I rode horse-
back over the smow, the trail being
fairly goed: but owing to the fresh fall
of snow, and on turping oot for packers
coming back, who warned me that it
was dangerous to go on, my horse broke
through the soft snow twice and rolled
over with me, the second time his héad
and mine coming together, but outside
of a small spot above my left eye, like
a bump on a log, I arvived at the
0. K. It was fearfully cold. Not a
mayg.could be seen on the pass, #nd the
men on top, who worked for the tram
companies, been compelled to stop,
owing to the merlt of the storm. gﬂ
L learned tha: all my freight, except
our personal ba e, was on top of
the summit; 4.000 pounds had already
started for Lake Benpett. This wor-
ried me not a Iittlt. as I knew the daty
had not been paid, lnﬂ wondered how
it would pass the eustoms; so in spite
of protests from the boys and packers,
who bad returned unable to face the
storm, [ determived to climb to the
‘summit; and- taking my bedding on
}n:ljr back, I started. After three-quar-
ters of an hour’s climb, the hardest 1
bad ever experienced, I reached the
custom office on top to find it closed,
for the first time since the opening;
not because it was Sunday, but be-
catge It was the” worst blizzard sinece
the slide, and no one had tried to do
busivess. 1 was _fortunate, however, in
finding congenial and obliging gentle-
‘men at the custom house, and a good
piace to warm, with wood that cost
three cents per pound. That night
slept on the floor of the custom huuu
broker's office, about 12 feet in  the|
snow; some of the mounted police,
whom 1 had met before, invited me to
a roast beef dinner.. Next morning I
discovered that Mr. McKay, a freighter
on the other side, had advanced $100 as
part payment of my customs, and, as 1
wans well known to the authorities, the
goods were allowed to go through.
About nine a. 'm. Judge Irwin, an old
friend and former Indianagent, brought
my personal baggage,and that of my six
men (which be insisted on doing, be-
ing in the freighting business) free of
charge, in all about 1,000 pounds, from
Dyea to Lake.Bennett, just for “Auld
Lang Syne.”™ About three p. m. we start-
ed for Lake Linderman,'stayed there
all night, and reached Lake Bennett
with wearly all of our outfit Tuesday
morning at ten a. m., just 50 hours
from the time we left Canyon City, from

horses and mules to the Scales.
About this time they commenced
unding goods through on the tramway
m Canyon City to the summit, and
¥ -they are earrying freight from
bere by way of this tram to the summit |
for four cents per pound, and I am ered-

rate will not exceed three cents, eon-
sequently one can easily figure on
freight from bere to' Lake Bennett at
this time at not over six cents, and
next spring, when everything is frozen
up and the trails are good, it will not
exceed five cents; and I feel almost
sure that within a year there Wwill be
a three-cent rate from Dyea to Linder-
man.

Now let us seec for a mnment what
the difficulties and dangers of . this
route really are: .In the first place I
have talked with a dozen Indians and

Indian could be found on the trail on
that-terrible day of the slide, and they
(the Indians) warned the people to
stay 1 enmpand not riskit but it seems
useless to warn people; I myself would
be one 6f the first to try to prevent peo-
ple from going into such dangef; and
.yet because I had buamu.'. that might
suffer on top of the pass, I refused to
listen {o the warnings I received and if,
while faeing that storm, I bhad been
buried in a slide, I alune wnul# I:u to

Here is one inciﬁent which T think
worthy of mention: While my goods
were being loaded here Supetintendent
Hammond, of the D. K. T. company,
said o me: “Capt, Jack, why do you
take those big boxes with you? That
hbeavy lumber is not sxorth nine cents
per pound. When we unload at Canyon
City get your men to take those ma-
¢hines out, paek all you ean in sacks,
and I will give you eredit for every
pound you throw away.” The result
was that 500 pounds of goods are pow
packed in the Dyea Trading com {:tn
store, where I am writing this

These go free to Bennett in lien ﬂf
boxes dispensed with, saving $435, which
isquite an item. Everything should be
packed in 50 and 100-pound sacks (wa-
terproof) and boxes should not weigh
oyer 100 to 130 pounds, so as to be easily
handled, thus saving h:-tl of m:;-.
and often much loss.

We: purchased four boats in Eﬂtt[t,

bering: Two of our boats, galvanized
steel, 28 feet long, in two rolls about
18 inches in diameter, 214 feet long,
weighing 150 pounds each, while the
frames weigh about 50 pounds each, or
400 pounds in the two boats, cost at
Seattle $90 for the two.

'$130 for the two boats complete, while

at Bennett or Linderman the'lumber for {
one boat cost about as much as 25 cents
per foot. I could not purchase a boat
for $250 made of poor lumber that would

: bnﬂbh:i

[that 1 ean to’ kill the traffie, an'd even

post, my duly; great -responsibility
rests npon me,

sea and the island of Cu

‘Freight from |items that may seem to me will inter |

boats knoeked down or hr:lll; your lum-

ber to build them and save, money, |

When ome realizes that last. |umu;,¢r
freight went up as bigh as 50 ¢ents pe
pound between Dyea and the lnkes, :m.l
that to-day you can get it for six centy
on account of the tramway being com-
pleted, it will readily be seen that this
summer freight cannot go beyond the
average winter price. The transporta-
tion companpies are about {o publish a
regular summer schedule Here guaran-
teeing that freight will not go beyond
a certain figure, and as much below as.
circumstances will permit; I saw three
mien go in with one man who was build-
mg a large boat, paying their propor-
tion of the price for lumhtr. which
was about $35 each. For this they are
to be carried to Dawson, each being al-
lowed 1,000 pounds of provisions and
supplies; of course this was a special
rate, as the builder himself, an old
Yukcner, preferred company; but thére
are many such chances that offer on
the lakes. Fifty dollars is the reguiar
fare to Dawson; they are building sev-
eral Jarge bopts at Bennett, also a
steam barge capable of carrying great
numbers of people. Ove ecan land in
Dyea with $1,000, and after purchasing
a year's supplies and outfit snd paying
his fare and freight still have $600 lefs
upon reaching Dawson City,

In one day we put together one of our
steel boats and the other was nearing
completion when I left the lake. Wheo
our four boats are put together I shall
paint them white and shall name them
lﬂer Uncle Sam’s ships, whieh no doubt

this have :l-trujndlgwdly portion

‘the Spanish pavy, The 26this the last
date of papers veceived here, and the
people are wild for war mews., The
Evglish and Canadianis are as eager for
the news and almost as enthusiastic af
the Americans. Last Monday evening
at Lake Benneti a social was given by
the ladies of the trail at the Uniun
chureh; about 30 ladies and 200 men at
tended. Fifteen numbers on the pro
gramme would have done eredit to s
eity, and, of course, to offset that, yours
truly was requested to affliet them for
about balf an hour; nt the conclusion
doughnuts, boiled eggs and sandwiches
with coffee were served; “Americn™ ahd
“God Save the Queen” were sung with a
will and three rousing cheers for Old
Glory and the .Union Jack were given,

About 30,000 people have passed over |
the White pass and Chilkoot pass—at
lenst two-thirds of these aver the Chil-
koot—since the eustom house has been
opened. This [ bave from Capt. Belcher,
of the custom house. This does not in-
clude, howerver, 3,000 or more who have
slipped in with parties who bave more
provisionsthanp required to pass the line,
The Canadian officials aFe neither strict
nor offensive, and not one party in 500
have their cutfits closely
¢ man bas common, ordinary

sense he peed bave no trouble
officers,

horse

Tor the
mou: ted police.

nett the other evening, and he is abso-
lute coamander iu the Northwest ter-
titory, when a young man applied for a
permit to take a lot of liquor to Daw-
som. “No, sir,” sald the major; “ne
more permits will be grapted.” And
if I had my way I would eancel every
one that had been issupd. The young
oan attempted to argue with this vet-
eran fromtiep upmlﬁ who convinced’
Sitting Bu!l in ubout téh minutes that
it would be healthy for him to. stay
in Canada when he was chased over the
border by our troops, and although the
major had but a handful of men, Sit-
ting Bull concluded that he was right
and _stood not upon the order of his
going. So when this young man said
to Maj. Walsh: “Major, don't yon want F
to give a young man a chance?” the
major looked at him with his kindly
eyes and in @ mellow baritone voice re-
plied: “Yes, Idelightin giving a young
man a chance who tries to do something
good and manly; you are on the wrong
trail. " Have yon looked upon these
struggling thousands of brave mep,
women and boys, the majority of whom
have put their Jast cent into a grub-
stake in the hope of finding some of the
hidden wealth on the Yukon, and you
ask meto give you a chvnce to help ruin
some of these reckless, impulsive boys
and men whose mothers, sisters or
wives are praying for them in their far-
away homes? . No, sir; I tell you most
empbatically that I am going to do all

if I received an order from Oftawa to
issue permits to sell rum nn the Yukon
I would refuse to do it.”

Oh, you mothers, wives and sisters
who have loved ones op this long und
dreary trail, send a vote of thanks to
this Britain, this bero, for only a hero
and an honest man could resist the
tempting bribes that are ¢ffered and
that would make him a millionaire were .
he to swerve from the performance of
his duty. And now I mustreturn to my

Were it not for this I
would be with bundreds of my western
boys, striking for Cuba and the.old
flag. But I hope to be out in the win-
ter, and then if our boys on sea and
shore have 1ot swept Spain fré¢m the
I will be in
the field. From time to time I wiil send

est your readers. :
' CAPT. JACK CHAWFDRD.
A Patriotie Paradox,
“See here, elerk, are the ¢olorsidn this
United States flag fast colors?" |
“Couldn't be faster; yet they're war-

things that had Yeen overlooked, and

be as good or as valuable as one of mine | rlnt:ﬂ not to run."—Detreit Free Press.

; 1 - -
1thut cost $63, heoce, I' say, buy your

!nmintd. It |
*llhih -

1 satin Maj. Walsh’s tentat Lake Ben- |

| mitted suicide

ILLINOIS BTATE NEWB.

Named a Tloket.
The prohibition state
#t Peoria adopted a platform d
{ for prohibition, woman

for members of congress:
Fourth Col. Thomas
Keadal N Ninth: Johs :. Countryman,
Bt B
n
Twelfth,

Nineteenth, WI!MBﬁ-;u

Twentieth, W, s
first, John T. Hlm -'I'Illl'l

Toial Abstainers,
At the twenty-se
tion in Springfield
of Catholic Total
resolutions were ud
evil of intemperange, deprecating the

L]

the Tllinois Union
tinence societies

Catholic papers, urging Catholic men
and women to unite in behalf of the
cause of temperanée and extending
greetings to the W. C. T. U.,; the Good
Templars and others, and wishing them
godspeed in their noble work. The fol-
lowing officers wq; elected for the en-
suing year:

D. D, of Peoria; pﬂ.lllnl. Walter J. Gib-

Springfeld, and Lydiz Howland,
Btreator; recording secretary, George T.
Kennedy, Chicago; financial and corre-
sponding secretaryy: E. F. Tobin, Gales-
burg: treasurer, Johp Shannon, Chicago.

Death of , Inglis,
stote superintendent of public instrue-

Wis., where he had been for the last
four weeks. He suffered a stroke of
apoplexy last yedr. Samuel M. Inglis
was born in Marjetta, Pa., August 15,
1838, and in 1856 he moved to Illinols.
He began life ns q‘_t_tlnher in the stormy
days of 1861, but the war fever roused
his patriotism and be enlisted in the
One Hundred 'apd Fourth Illinols in-
faniry., After thp war he resumed his
profession. Hi}\

president of t

normal school lt& eston,

by ving depe a time when the
bank of which {hey 'were owners was
{nsolvent. This action gives them their
freedom by payipg costs.

Death's Harvest .l.'-+l-l.l I‘vﬂ.li-r-.
Thirteen members’ of Illinols regi-
ments have already died in camp from

various discases. Their names are:

C., E. Almond, Rockford; E. D, Reebe,
Elgin: G.- Bludsge, Rock Island; W. C.
Bryant, Evanston L. 8. Cole, Monmouth;
Horner Doset, ocomington: Ross Gib-
bons, FPeoria; rt Leland, Ottawa;
Roy Parish, Weslern Springs; A. C. Post,
Canton; V. H Hunt, Michael O'Connor
and Theodore quln:kl. Chicago.

. A tal Duel,

Two young farmers In Brooklyn
township, Sehuyler connty, engaged in
a fight in the ppblic road and Chlm
Hardin was fatally shot by Andrew
Kelvie. The quarrel was the outgrowth
of -~ family fe The day previous to
the shooting Hardin’s father was
thrashed by yohing McKelvie,-und the
son in seeking revenge met his death.

Told id a Few Lines.

The Illinofé fepublican lesgue will
hold its ne je;r:renthn in ﬂpﬂngﬂ-ﬂ
on June 14.

The populgtion of Chicagp, according
to the forthcoming issue of the new city
directory, is approximately 1,680,000,

Robert E. Lambe, ex-mayor of Car
lyle, was arrested on the charge of em-
bezzling $20 while in office.

As a resalt the state
205 insane patiénts will be transferred
from the Kankakee hospital to Jackson-
ville and 100 will be taken to Anna.
First Lieut. Charles E. Almond, of

eompany H, Third regiment, of Rock-
'.I.'urd dled of pneumonia in the hospital

at Chutunnnp, Tenn. He mﬂyﬂn
of age.

The corner s{one of the Odd Fellows'
Old Folks' homig was laid at Mattoon.
The price of m corn at Charleston
bas increased $15 a ton. Little now re-
mains in the hands of the growers,

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the
laying of the eprner stone of the First
Methodist Episeppal ehurch of Bloom-
ington was celebrated.

The sugar warks’ strike in Peoris has
been settled, thf old superintendent be-
ing discharged.

George Callender was found guilty at
Lewiston of the murder of Elwoed
Moors and sentenced to the ptnlt!l-
tiary for 15 years.

Walter Anding, aged 43 years, com-

Aurora by lhantll(
himself through .the heart.

and despondeney were 138 ﬂuu_._

' h&nl,. Chicago; vice presidenta, Peter Mey- |
| e,

Prof. 8. M. Injﬁll, of Carbondale,

tion, died at a sagitarmam at Kenosha,

on held

th angual conven-

épted deploring the
advertising of the liquor business by

Spiritual director, it Rev. J. L. Spalding, |

|

!

m::.sm:tm
The Monitar Mpmterey 1
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event in d. ““‘
was the moun-
m“&?"um- Jlui-

| tion,
Ship owners are demanding extrava-

gant prices for steamers and they will
not be met by the war department. Un-
less some of them make. more reason-
able propositions it is a foregone dom-
clusion thal a number of steamers will
be seized and drafted into service,
London, June 8.«-The

correspondent of the Times says: A
proelamation izsued by Aguinaldo, the
insurgent chief, points to a desive to
set up & pative administration in ! the
 Phillppines under an American

torate. Aguinaldo, with an advisory

couneil, would hold the dicta

until the conquest of the islands rﬂ
3 mm () - :

Washington, June
mdluhu lﬁﬂﬂt' mm:

ipsurgents and the mm:rwul read
with the greatest interest at the navy

department, where the officials
the very grave nature of the

that confronts Admiral Dewey. The

naval officers say that the adminjstra-

tive diffidulties with which Admiral
Dewey must contend is indicative of

{ what may be expected by Maj. Gen.

Merritt when he reaches the Philip-
pines, A complete understanding of
the nature of the agreement that exists
between Admiral Dewey and Chief
Aguinaldo seems to be lacking here,
but from the fact thatsome uulu-
reports state that the insurgent leader
Is receiving the surrender of Spanish
troops and has proclaimed h dic-
tator pro tempore that Gen. Merritt's
functions ns military governor will l:ll
very limited.

WISCONSIN'S mmm

Semi-Centennial Anmtversary off

States's Al-l-I- Inte the M

Amulr lﬂ—hnr.
Madison, Wis,, June 7.—~The celebra-

tion of the semi-centennisl anni
of Whnunﬂn‘n ldllllll-lﬂl htﬁ ﬂm

parts of the l-tlu. Gov,

the
rsi
ve
bxlltnlthlltlttby

respoose
At 5:80 in the mmm mnﬂ the
boat race between U, W. freshmen
and 8t. Johns military 4 .
ABSO—

In the evening the State
ciation, the state legislators since 1848,

the Eastern Star and other organiza-

tions held banqnets, while the

held a camping at Camp

Over 1,000 are already'under
canvas on the historie
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