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8] ter signed it at 4:49.

Following is the text of the declara-
tion of war reported by, the house for-
leign affairs committee:

The War IHIL

“A bill declaring that war exists between
the United States of America and the king-

-dom of Spain.
“Be It enacted, etc. .
“First—That war be and the same is here-
by declared to exist and that war has ex-
{sted since the 2Ist day | of April, 1898,
Including said day, between the United
Statés of America and ihe kingdom of

Spain. i
sgacond—That the president of the United

fBtates be and he hereby Is directed and
empowered to use the entire land and naval
forces of the United States, and to call Iinto
the actual service of the United States the
militia of the several states, to such extent
as may be neécessary to carry this act fnto

effect.”’ f
Action in the Senate.

Washington, April 26.—After a de-
bate of an hour and a half’s duration,
conducted in secret session, the senate
passed a bill declaring that a state of
war exists between the United States
and Spain. The bill was in the same
Janguage as that passed by the house.
The debate in the sepate was based on
‘an amendment offered by Senator
Turpie (Ind.) providing for the recogni-
tion of the belligerent rights of the in-
surgent Cubans, the amendment being
spractically in the following language:
~ *“We hereby recognize the rights of the
\Cuban ' army under Gen.Maximo Gomez
to be treated as belligerents, the freedom

|
iand independence of the Cuban people hav-
. ing heretofore been recognized by an actof

Jeongress.” :

‘. The roll of the senate was called upon
{this amendment and it was defeated by
8 majority of 14, the vote standing 24

TO ARM INSURGENTS.

Ounr Government Completes Arranges~
ments for Sending Proper Equip-
mennts to Caba,

Washington, April 26. — Arrange-
ments have been completed by the gov-
ernment to supply the Cuban insur-
gents with arms and ammunition. The
government is preparihg now foland in
Cuban from 20,000 to 30,000 stands of
improved Springfield rifles, a number of
artillery batteries, rapid-fire Maxim
guns and an abundance of ammunition
for the effective use of them. Itcannot
now be said when these munitions of
war will be placed in the hands of the
insurgents, but when the proper time
arrives for 30,000 armed Cubans to ¢o-
operate with the American forces they
will be thoroughly armed and equipped
for battle, It is underst that this
government. will not delivér the arms
to any person but Gen. Gomez in per-
~on, and he will, as a guarantee of good
faith, receive them. Gen. Miles be-
lives that if the insurgents are properly
armed and supplied with the artillery
they bave so long needed they can do

HER PORTS BARRED.

Great erw-;nﬂ Nemnirality Proe-
lamatio=0Other Powers May
:'l‘-lr.n A lLike Course,

Washington, April 25.—Ureat Britain
served notice Sunday on the govern-
mente of the United Statesand Spain
to withdraw their men-of-war from her
ports within the next 24 hours, This
notification was contained in a neutral-
ity proclamation formally presented'to
the state department Sunday morning
by Sir Julian Pauncefote, British am-
bassador here.

Of the ntmost importance is this proc-

lamation of neutrality issued by Great

Britain. It is regarded as being highly
favorable tothe United States, By her
action Great Britain has shown the
powers of Europe that she proposes 1o
be strictly neutral, and, baving commit-
ted therself to this policy, diplomats
here siy that such influence as nations
sympathizing with Spain may have
been desirous of bringing to bear upon
her with a view to securing her assist-
ance in intervention to endthe war will
not now be exercised, beeause it will be

alry. .

i | ——

THE NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON, NOW BLOCKADING CUBAN FORTS.

North Carollna—Two regiments Infantry
and one heavy battery.

Ohlo—Six regiments of infantry, four
light batteries and two squadrons of cav-

Oregon—One regiment infantry.
Pennsylvanja—Eleven regiments of in-
fantry and féeur heavy baltieries,
Rhode Isiand—One regiment infantry.
S8outh Carolina—One regiment infantry,
one battallon and one heavy battery.
Tennessee—~Three regiments Infantry. ¢
Texas—Three regiments infantry and one
regiment cavairy. ;
Utah—One iroop cavalry and two N ht
batteries.
Vermont—One reg!ment infantry.
Virginla—Three regiments infantry.
Washington—One regiment infantry.
West Virglnla—One regiment infantry.
Wisconsin~Three regiments infantry. |
Wyoming—One battalion and one trodp
cavalry. :
Digtrict of Columbla—One battalion.
North Dakota—Five troops cavalry.
Soyth Dakota—Seven troops cavalry.
1daho—Two troops cavalry.
Nevada—One troop cavalry.
Arizsona—T'wo troops cavairy.
New Mexico—Four troeps cavalry.

Oklahoma~=One troop cavalry.
Washington, April 26.—It is positive- |
Iy stated that the president does not
contemplate a eall for additional vol-

untgers for the present.

YVietims of a Feud,

Little Rock, Ark., April 26.—A bloody
traicedy in the Eagle-Boole feud was en-
acted at Lonoke at 2:30 o'clock Monday
aftérnoon, In Wwhich the Boole Mﬂhﬂ“
was almost wiped out of existence. The

Eagles eaught the Booies at a disadven-
tage and poured a terrible volley of |
shots into them. W. K. Boodie, the
father, a prominent business man, and
his two somns,” Will and Charlie Booie,

| Cuba and endeavor to reach Gen, Calix-

to Garcia’s camp, to communicate to the
general the plans of the United States
government. 2

He was also to ask the rebel leader
to make arrangements for éffecting &
junction of the insurgents in south-
eastern Cuba with & probable American
expeditioh. Lieut, Rowan-was told to
obtaln information of the character of
the eountry and to make ‘maps and
plans for the use of the information
bureau s soon as he made & landing.

He sailed for Jamaica April 9 by the
Aflas steamer, and reached, Kingston
April 15. He put himselfi-pt once in
communication with Mr. Dent, the
United States consul here,| and per-
fected his plans to cross over the line.
As he went to eastern , it is in-
ferred that a blow will be strpck there
before one is struck at Pu Rico,
With him he took an official Spanish
map of eastern Cuba, with nepdations
made by the war depart t hydro-

graphers. It is expected 4that Uen.

Garcia wiil cover a.landing | of the
United States troope pois . 3
Washington, April 27.—Conditions in

Washington are rapidly settling.down
to those of actual war. Notices came to

the state department
quarters of the globe Tuesday shov
anlﬂuﬂirﬂiiﬂm
to assume an attitude of striet neu-
trality as between the United States

and Spain in the present struggle. In

most cases they were in answer to the -

identical note sent out Monday by the
state department to' all United States
embassies and legations instrueting
them to inform the govermments to
which they were accredited that war
has existed since April 21, :
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Great Britain always has taken an ad- :
vance stand in the principles of nen-
trality, so that it was with great in-
terest that the news was received here
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to 38 There wasno dit"i:siun on the pas-

sage of the bill. -
Signed by the President,

The war bill was brought from the
sapitol by the clerk of the enrolling di-
vision apnd reached thé: white house a
few minutes before six. The enrolled
<copy of the bill was laid before the pres-
jdent in his office immediately on its
arrival, and he at ence went over the
phraseology with the attorney gener-
al. The presidential signature was af-
fixed at 6:18 and the measure was then
the law of the land.

Was Intended for Havana.
New York, April 25.—A dispatch to
the press from Key West says that the
gunboat Wilmington Sunday _clpt:areﬂ
the Spanish schooner Onadidia with a
deckload of charcoal intended for Ha-
vana, where it is extremely valuable for

L
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more effective work and render the
American troops invaluable aid in driv-
ing the Spaniards from the island.

Passed by the House.

Washington, April 25. — The house
Saturday passed the army reorganiza-
tion bill at the urgent request of the
president and secretary of war, but
the senate did not remain in session
as was expected, and the bill willnot go
to the president until this week.

The bill reorganizes the army into the
three-battalion formation and authorizes
the 25 regiments of the infantry arm of

| the service to be recruited up to a total of

31,800 enlisted men. It authorizes the re-
crultment of jen regiments of the cavalry
arm of the sérvice to a total of 13,000 en-
ilsted men, the seven regiments of the
artillery arm pf the sérvice to 16457 men
and the engineer battalion of five com-
panies up to 752 enlisted men, including two
noncommissioned officers, which makes a
total for these four arms of the service
when at @ maximum strength of 61,010,

’ appreciated that its emﬁlnjmcnt would
t be useless.

Further than this, it is believed here
that the proclamation will effectually
prevent intervention of continental Eu-
ropean powers, as, they will not take
action unless Great Britain is a party
to it.

Postmaster-General Gary Out,

Washington, April 22.—The president
Thursday sent this nomination to the

[ senate: Charles Emory Smith, of Penn-

gylvania, to be poitmaster-general vice
James A. Gary, resigned. It is stated
at the white house that Postmaster-
(General Gary's resignation bad abso-
lutely nothing to do with our present
foreign complications. It was owing
entirely, it is stated, to the condition of
Mr. Gary's health. The senate has con-
firmed the fomination of Charles Em-
ory Smith as pg_:tmnftr-#nernl.

were instantly killed. The Eagles came
out of the engagement unhurt. All
concerned are prominent, The Eagles
were closely related to ex-Gov. J. P.
Bagle, and W. K., Boole was an ex-
member of the Arkansas legislature, his
family‘being one of the oldest in the
state. The Eagles are well known in |
Lonoke county, and their faction has
dominated local politics for years. The
feud is of long standing and grows out
of a political clash between members
of the two'families.

Mexico Will Be Nemiral.
City of Mexico, April 26.—Senor-
Mariscal, the minister of foreign af-
fairs, has declared in the course of an
interview that Mexico will maintain
the strictest neutrality in the Hispano-
American war,and that the government
has decjded to make its decision re-
spected.

} ¥ g gl .
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of the terms of the neutrality procla- ‘ ol

mation issued in Lundon. On the whole
officials are disposed to take the view
that the strict adherence by Great Brit-
ain to these rules will be rather more
advantageous to the United States than
to Spain, particularly as we now are
operating in the naval sense close to our
own base of supplies and in all proba-
bility soon will cut Spain off from the
two bases that she mow has in the neigh-
borhood of Cuba.

The president issued a proclamation
during the day laying down rules as to
the seizure of prizes and the result, it
s believed, will be the release of some

| of the ships already captured, though it

will be for the prize courts to determine
in each case whethér the copditions un-
der which the ship was captured are
such as to warraut release. The im-
presésion prevails that the Buena Ven-
tura, the first on the list of prizes, will
be declared no prize. The case of the
Panama, whose seizure was reported
Tuesday, is more complicated, owing to
the fact tjat, while otherwise exempt,
the ship was reported to have contained
supplies for the Spanish army in Cuba,
which are contmband. However, it
may be said that while the settlement
of these guestions will be left to the
courts, the administration believes the

greatest liberality shonld be shown in:
the application of the laws where a ves-~

sel is not eontranband or attempting to
run the blockade. % 1
It is noted also that the administra-

tion has not been deteryed by any criti-

cism in congress from again formally
pledging itself to the nations of the
world to refrain from privaleering and
abide by-the declaration of Paris of
1836,

So faf-as is known all the United
States consuls have made their way
safely out of Spain. Consul Fay, at
Dania, has reported to thudep-rt'll:ut
from Lisbon; Consul Bowen, at Barce-
lona, from Paris, and Consul Carrol, at
Cadiz. and Consul Bartelam, at Malaga,
from Gibraltar. The department hag
assured itself that the others are safe,

l".
(R
L
-

meant to pro
Coba, and the car
sclf, undeubtedly:
prize thus far
lations, however, {
will share in the
was in sight
made. |
This makes fi
ecaptured, in
schoonerg and &
fleet have been on
Ponama for severs
Intense satisf
officers of the Ne
ture, for f vigila
kept during the lag
feared that the P
slipped into Hava
great, quite apart
worth of the hull
have been most
blockade had the
eorried gotten inte
New  York, Apri
sistent rumors, th
portant movemen!
since the beginni
first squadron rem
Cape Verde island
ron is believed to
the torpedo boat T
the River Platte.
The United 85U
uadrom continu
and will prnhlhl,’l
dynamite cruiser
Newport Monday.
ron remains st Ha
ing the Spanish 1
The cruisers Min
bia, of the fiy
New England
srrived at Newpo
spolis is off the ]
These fast erulse
be waiting. to me
Topeka and the au
mow ¢n route fro
Xork,




