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‘ 'so he hung the gun back,’

. #7in’ Soecrates:

B5Y EVANS & FORREST.

qiGHLAND PARK, : ILLINOIS.

Bear Wasn’t the Point.

p

The Point Was Gun, and the Result
Proved the Truth of It.

b6 1IE consarned gun hadn't been

shot off for 30 year and better,”

'said the knob country man, “and I told

Tom so when he started out with it
¢hat night. ‘Tom,’ Isays, ‘that gun’il
kick you worse'n a mule if you fire it;
mind what I tell you!' ’'Causeitwasan
old army musket that Tom had lugged
all through the war, and wheén he come
back home he hung it up on a couple
o' pegs on the settin’-room wall, and it
ceemed to me that it hadn’t never been
took down sence. “Tom,’ 1 says, ‘that
gun'll Kick you worse’n & mule.

« ‘But here's two more o' my sheep

‘lugged away last night!’ says Tom.

«And by that same infernal old bear, 1
know! And that makes nine sence the
fust o' the month,’ says he. ‘Hain’t
this clearin’ got nothin’ to do but raise
mutton for bears?* says he. :
“Tom,’ 1 says, ‘I hain’t raised the
question o’ bears,’ I says. ‘Stick tg the
pint!’ I says. ‘The p'int is that if'yeu

shoot that gun it'll kick you worse'n &

mule. That's what I argue, an’ 1 stick
to it. Kickin’ guns, not bears, is what
I'm arguin’ on. It'll kick you worse'n

" a mule.! [ says. ‘Mind what 1 tell you.’

“Tom he says: ‘Oh, you pshaw!’ and
off he goes with the old gun and Jake
Dolph, his hired man.

¢ Samantha,’ 1 says to Tom's wife,

‘that gun hain't been fired for 30 year
and better, has it?" 1 says. :
" wiYot as I knows on,’ says Samantha.
‘Pap took it down a year Or so ‘fore he
died, jest after Tom fetched it home
from the war,” she says, ‘and puta lgad
In it to kill a hawk.’ says she.

“ *That’s so,” I saysi ‘I didn't think ¥t
had been took down sence Tom hung it
wp,” 1 says. :
~ “‘Yes, says Samantha. ‘Pap took it
Jown an’ loaded it to shoot a hawk,’
says she, ‘but the hawk wouldn’t be
come nigh to, and Pap didn’t shoot it;
gsays she.
“Yes, and it was took down a2g’in, come
to think on it says Samantha. ré

“ It was, eh?’ 1 says. ,

“iyes,' says she. ‘Along mebbe a
couple or three year after I'ap died
Tom's brother Sim took it down and
loaded it to kill a fox, but the fox got
away and Sim didn’t fire it,” says she.

“ ‘Your pap loaded it and didn't fire
it I anys. - il

“ ‘Yes,’ says Samantha. 1

“sAnd Tom’s brother Sim loaded it
sfter that and didn’t fire it?" Isays,

“ iYes,' says Samantha. '

« «Did Tom load it for usin’ this even-
in"?" I says.

“Yes,’ says Samantha. il

w sgamantha,’ I says, ‘when they fetch
Tom home to-night consider'ble ' on-
Finted,” I says, ‘and mebbe peeled like
a spudded hemlock, send fer me and
1’1 explain things,’ I says. ’

“ “Why, Abel,” says Samantha, skeery-
like, ‘you don't think the bear’ll chaw
him and mummix him as’' bad as that,
do you? ,

« ‘Pears ain’t the p'int!’ I says. 'l
hain’t said a durn thing about bears!’
I says. ‘Gun is what I'm arguin’ on!
1f Tom fires that gun it'll
worse'n a mule. Worse'na mule! Siz-
Worse'n a drove o'
ioules!’ I says, and away 1 starts for
home, aggravated like Sam Hill 'cause
they kep' throwin’ up bears at me when
1 wa”nt arguin’ bears, but was makin’
that gun the all pervadin’ p'int.

“Yit, swwhen I come 1o think on-it, 1
hadn’t orto blamed Tom and Samantha
<o much for it, after all, for bear had
been thinnin’ out their sheep tremen-
dous. and though hunters had sot up
nights watchin® for the thievin’ bruin
and tried to runAiim down with dogs
Jddytimes, he give ‘em all the slip, and
then when they'd go home to rgst and
git a little sieep he'd sneak in and lug
off another sheep, till he had Tom’s
pastur’ pretty well thinned down, and
Tom he made up his mind he’d go out
with the old musket and see what he
could do himself. Consequently, meb-
be I hadn’t orto blamed him so much
for arguin’ bear when I was makin’ gun
the p'int. |

“§ hadn’t got fur on my way home
when I says to myself that I better go
find Tom where he mowt be layin "low
in the pastur’ lot and argue with him
ag'in, thinkin' mebbe that I mowt be
able to make more of a p'int by fetchin'
in the arguments about Samantha’s dad
havin® fammed a load in the gun and
left it there, and Tom's brother Sim
havin®’ rammed a load in the gun on top
o' Samantha’s dad’s and left it!there,
and the load that Tom himself had
rammed in on top o' Samantha’s dad’s

and Sim’s with the idee o' not leavin’ it P

there. :

«[{ them arguments ain't enough to
show Tom that the p'int is gun more
than bear,” I says, ‘then he don’t know

nothin’ about logic, and if Samantha s | T
left & widder dind the coroner gitsa fee,’.

1 says, “twon't be because I didn’t ar-
gue on proper p'ints.

“So [ turned and follored the road
to'rds Tom's back pastur’ lot. where he

was more™n likely settin’ on tbe. brink|
: .

kick him:

of a volegno thit would do some onmern

c¢iful belchin' if he ever let-that gun go,

1 had got preffy wellin to'rds the pas-

tur’ fence whdn all of a suddent there
was a flagh thjit lit up the surroundin’

country for al second or so like sheet

lightnin’, and jthen there was a rumble
and a rodr anl§ a crish and a crash that

shook things pnormous.

“*The yolcapo has belched,” I says,
and as I vas hurryin’ on 1 seen some-

thin’ comin’ jearin’ down the road

to'rds me likk a runaiway hoss. As it’
got nigh{me |I see it was Tom's hired

Bears! Bears!' he hol-
e went tearin’ by.
be{ durned!’ I hollered, stop-
gue with him. ‘Bears ain't
The ﬁ‘i’n[; is—'

ired man tore on out o'

“Soltl ed on to find out whether
there wad enpugh left o’ Tom to be open
to conviction. I found him lyin’on the
ground atjong edge o' the pastur’, groan-
in’ considpr’ble, and squirmin’ apd wrig-
glin’ and |twistin’ worse than if cholera
morbus Had| sot in. 1 riz him so he sot
up, but if was a minute or more before
he got higse|f gethered together enough
to know wHere he was. Then it come
to him, and lookin’ up and seein’ me, he
says: .
b lDid
mendous,

hey chaw me up pooty tre-

\bel? Am I eclawed and
ripped ug smuch by ‘em {* says hie,

“] see that he was stickin' to bears yit,
and it rilddime. iyt

“+Consdrn yer, Tom!’ says I, ‘Bears
ain't the plint! Did you fire that
ordidn’t g 4T :

“ “The hdit o’ evidence mowt be that
[ did,’ satd he, ‘but I wouldn’t want to
awear tha

t wasn's earthquakes,’ says
he. ;

“Then |
round to ge
ment, anc s_h:,'s':

“ “Wherelis it?" =

“ iQepmEi|to me,” says hé, ‘that 1 re-
member dffit’s quittin’ me, but I didn’t
have no tige to usk it ".-{hsz_re_it wWas go-
in',’ says be, : '

“I'hén Jlsee that ene, side o' Tom's

. i L] .
see he was kind o gittin’
»in’' the real p’int o’ the argu-

kin and thdt he didn’t have no use o’ his
right shojdder, and he ‘said he didn't
think, frdih the way he was feelin’ in
them partdl that there was more than
four o’ hiklribs brcke on that side, but
there nowq be five. - I Jooked around and
seen a panel o' rail fence down a rod or
go behind} hs. ' ! ; '

“ ‘What|qid you tedr that fence down
fur?' I say4s. ‘ ;

# “There
when me dnd the
Tom. '

“Then

va'n't ng fence tore down
came in,' says

knuweti' that the gun had
kicked tha{ panel o’ fence down and I
followed tHe trail through the panel o'
fence, founfl a gully plowed in the road

kind o’ catty -cornered to'rds the woods
on t'other bide, | 1 followed the gully
off intb thelwoods a couple o’ rods, and
at the end &f it I found the gun, chuck

8

“] FOUND HiM ON THE GROUND.”

up agin a hemglock tree, and there was
bark knockedloff o' the tree half-way

round and thrge foot up. The gun was

: autuullji_qui\f in' yit, as if it hadn’t

its| dyin’ kick. I picked it
up and’ went biek to Tom. JestasIgot
there in come Bamantha and the hired
mian, and we worked Tom home by de-

s. The doftor from the Eddy hap-
pened to be at §he mill that night and it
didn’t thke lomg to git him. After he

hardly give

him comfortable ,Samantha took up the

argument ag’in

“ “Who'd a-thjink,” says she,
o'uld I—f"’ i

« sgamantha,] says Tom, ‘bedrs ain’t
the pli it. The p'intis that amazin’ gun,
and when I gif around ag’in,’ says he,
‘I'm goin’ to spike it and bury it down
in the fur corger of the old stone lot,’
says he, ‘with jstones a top of it three
foot deep.’

“Then I knowed that Tom had come
square| round fo the p'int o’ the argu-
ment, seen that logie was logi¢, and
1 went home in' that all you got to
do when you got your p'ints right is to
stick tb 'em, ahd nothin’ kin down you.

“Did Tom git any bears? Well, as 1
been tryin’ to you, bears waln't the
yint. but I believe they did find a/couple
o' beats in thelpastur’ lot next day. One
of *em, they jsaid, had, a hole.through
him yéu could shove a stovepipe in,and
out o'|t'othed un, which must a been in
nge jo' the first un, they took so much
lead that I havean idee he must a stopped
all o’ Tom’s lpad. and all o' Tom's broth-
er Sim's load, and all o Samantha’s
dad’s load—there bein’ too much vim
to the

‘that bear
o7

pin’ iz} the fifst bear.”—N, Y. Sun.

‘opinion that the pretty song “Britgnnaia

face was jshvelled up b-igger"n a pump-'

clean ae sk it, more'n six inches deep,

| ¢hau, in Elbing,

had straightendd Tom around und made

gun {gr 'em to have time for stap~ |
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NEW GERMAN NAVY.

Emperor William ‘Wants It to Be
Absolute Pt_riel:tlon.

—

Phenomennl pDevelopment of 1!!
Ship-Duilding Industry in Half
a Score of German and Bal-
tie Sen Poris,

[Special Berlin (Germany) Letter.]
Germany is one of thie youngest of
“modern” maritine nations. 1 say
purposely “modern,” for in the -old
days, when the Hansa lorded it over
the seas; Germany wasa fighting power

on sea, for several,centuries the most |*

formidable. But of the modern

wers she is, with the single
exception of Japan, the youngest. It
was exactly 50 years ago, in 1548, that
the beginning of the German Davy
dutes, and that first attempt panped
out so badly that a couple of years later
the young navy, for want of somebody
to support it, was auctioned off to the
highest bidder. This is literally true,
a fact comparatively little known out-
side of Germany, where nobody likes to
think of it. But it is quite different to- |
day. In the British naval press the
best-informed and ' most competent’
writers express again and again the

Rules the Waves” will in all like ood
coon become obsolete, and that the Teu-
ton cousin across the chanpel will be
most largely instrumental in bringing
it,about.

A's a matter of cool, unvarnished fact
{t must be conceded that there is a
movement now jin Germany to make her

1 pared

Kiao-Chou was seized by the Germans

and the “exploitation” of China became
1he motto in Uermany, just a couple of
months since, siXx new and large steam-
ers for the far Asiatie passenger and
freight trafic. Two of these newly-or-
dered steamers are to be of 14,000 tons
each. The new floating.docks cf this
sumne firm are a mechanical wonder in
themselves, capable of a¢commodating
chips of any size. And what confidence
German capital, too—usually se cau-
tious—has in this new movement is
best seen from the fact that the capital
stock of Blohm & Voss was raised to
60,000,000 marks within 24 bours, and
that the money was subscribed twice
over on the Hamburg bourse in a single
day. -
However, the greatest wonder in this
line, after all, is Kiel. The jimperial
yards there alone are worth a visit to
the town. for they are in-all essenlial
respects—eapacity, costly machinery,
skill of workmen, ability of engineers,
number employed, etc.—far ahead of
the government yards of France in
Toulon, Marseilles and Brest. For
years a foree of between 6,000 and 8,000
men has been steadily employed there.
The smaller government yards in Wil-
helmshaven are also of excellent ca-
pacity, although they cannot be com-
with those in Kiel ‘
But Kiel has of late had another im-
nt addition to ity ship-build
industries, the new Krupp yards, Al-
though their beginning dates only back
18 months, these new works already
cover a splendid tract of 180 acres. and
employ 1,100 men. They are to be
gteadily enlarged, moreover, and it is
intended to make them, within the com-
ing ten years, the biggest of all. “Dur-
ing the uext seven years, while the
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MONSTER DRY DOCK IN THE BLOHM & VOSS YARDS AT HAMBURG.

a maritime nation of the first rank; a
movement so energetic, intelligently di-
rected and powerful that it is bound
to succeed before many years are over.
Only ten years ago & majority of the

largre steamers, and a large proportion
of the men-of-war, ‘Were still made for

Germany in British yards. To-day not
only practically =1l the German vessels,
large and small, are turned out in Ger-
many’s own yards, but a not inconsid:
erable percentage of Great Britain's for-

{ eign ship-building has also come here.

On the wharves and yards of Schi-

torpedo boats in the world are built,
many of them for China, Brazil, Chili,
‘furkey, Greence, even Japan. In Dant-
ric vessels are turned out for the Scan-
dinavian north, as well as for Russin,

besides those for Gerinan shipping. In
Stettin, the gigantic Vulcan works now
i .

‘build steamers for passenger traffic that
are unrivaled, such as the Kaiser Wil-
helm der Grosse, the vessel which has
beaten one and all the other ocean grey-
hounds, in a perfectly fair competition,
every trip it has made since its launch-
ing. But the same works also turn out
the very perfection.of the newest and

‘most powerful vessels for the German

and foreign navies. Then, besides, a
Jarge number of smaller and older ship-
yerds in a number of the harbor towns
on the German ocean as well as on the
TNaltic, such as Rostock, Geestmunde,
Konigsberg, Emden, Papenburg, Wil-
helmshaven and others, there are the
big yards in Hamburg and in In
Hamburg, for instance, the of
Rlohm & Voss are now capablé of turn-
ing out with neatness ané dispatch ves-
sels of the most enormous size and of
the latest construction. The Hamburg-
America line has ordered of them, since

the finest and swiftest
| Austria, whose ship-byilding capacities,

German navy is to be dgubled, and after-
wards trebled, in size, these new yards,
called, significantly enough, “Germsauia
yards,” will execute ng small portion of
the work required.

18, Ellot, Jr,;

- m;m-

‘and Van SBands;

ILLINOIS STATE NEWS.

Cost of State t:i.-.rll ties.
The state board of charities has is=

gued its quarterly financial statement, .

showing the cost of maintenance of the
severul state charitable institutions for
tke quarter ended December, 1897, The
report shows appropriations drawn
during the guarter amounted to $311.
522.02, and appropriations undrawa
Jonuary 1, 1808, $2,756,453.96. The av-
erage number of inmates was §,83%, of
whom 5,358 were in insane hospitals.
The total cost to the state for the yuar-
ter for the several institutions for gen-
eral expenses was as follows:

Northern Ihsane hospital..........8 41180 BT
EI-I-III‘I'I 11“' hllIII'H.IL ----- aWE SRS Iﬂl“ “
Central insane hospital......
Southern insane hospital........ oty
Asylum for insane criminals......
Deaf and dumb asylum.......cce0
Justitution for the blind

Asylum for feeble-minded children
Boldlers’ orphans’ home.....seeeeee
Eye and ear T T T 2 U —
huhl‘-' l.ll.'llﬂﬂ-l"l' hmviii!liu!
Boldiers' widows' hOome......ccomsere
Home for juvenile female offe nders

Total expense for the quarter...§384,029 o3

———————

More Room for the Insane.

Gov. Tanner has approved the action
taken by the state commissioners of
publie charities in rearranging the dis-
tricts from which patients are commit~
ted to the state hospital for the in-
sane, and the quotas of the several coun-
ties in the hospitals of their respective
distriets, The present estimated ca~ -
paoity of the state hospitals for the in-
sane is:5,950. Of the 750 beds added to
the former quotas, as defined in the
official cireular of 1803, Cook county
will gain®™37 and the rurhl counties 313.

i—

The Royal Arcanum. .

At the clghteinlh annual convention
in Rockford of the grand council of the
Royal Arcanum officers were elected as.

follows:

Supreme representatives, Messrs. Teflt
grand regent, Bernard
F. T. Crittenden;
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McHugh: vice regent,
orator, N. B, Jackson: secretary, Jehn

¥ iley: treastrer, J, A, Held; chaplain, W.
guard, Christian Waolfe;

warden, G. ¥, Decker, all of Chicago; Sea=,
try, 4. E. Hefferan, of Rockford.

| ——

Flames Were Fatul.

Firé destroyed the Ayer building in
Chicago, oceupied by piano firms, the
Presbyterian Publication society and
other industries, causing a loss of over
and six persops are kmown
to have lost their lives in the flames,
17 others were missing and 34 ‘were
injured, some probably fatally. An ex-
plosion of chemicals caused the fire,

o

A Doy Marderer.
Perry Gardiner enticed Will Rogers
into an unoccupied building at
and beat his brains out with a club. He
nd although officers are

mates, aged 16
grudge against
this means of avenging it. . -

Looks Like Murder.
Thomas Walsh, of the wholesale and
retail grocery firm of Lobert Walsh &

During a visit I recently paid to the

famous Schichau yards in Eluing, on
the Baltic, I was greatly interested in
the new torpedo cruisers in process of
construction there. They were being
built for China, which country, it may
be remembered, lrud her navy entirely
destroyed by Japan during that re-
markable duel between| the pigmy and
the unwieldy giant, and some others for

so far as her navy is cppcerned, are not
up to date. The newest type of tor-
pedo cruiser, intended for China, was
an especially remarkable vessel, with
a registered speed of 32 knots, or about
37 miles, per hour, the swiftest boat
afioat. To look at this vessel was in-

| deed & treat, so much idid the eye be-/

come pleased with the clegant lines and
the racer-like gualities of it Although

horse-power of steam and when under
wuy there will, until-some swifter are
built, nothing be able to catch it on

‘| water. So the Chinese, if they ever have

another marine war, will at least be
able to run away from their enemies,
which they were, it will be remembered,
unable to do from the Japs.

The latest built English torpedo
cruisers, while nominally capable of a
speed of 31 knots, have in reality only
achieved 28 knots, when loaded up the

acting as the Chinese, having probably
no such great need to supply themselves
with the means of running away, and it
is therefore satisfied with a speed of
o5 knots. The vessel I saw had a
length of 200 feet, 27 feet width, a ton-
nage of 510, and 6,000 horse-power. The
steam was produced in four engines.
The torpedo armament consisted of
three deck projecting tubes, for 18-inch
torpedoes, and six quick-firing guns of
45, mntimetcr-cﬂibﬂh Against this
very modern vessel af old-type torpedo,
such as was construeted up to five years
ago, looked very curious, with its one
smoke stack, its top-heavy build, cal-
culated 1o sink it with any swell of the
sea, and its -old-fashioned torpedoes on
tlie jutting bow.

Well, the next few years will prob-
ably see some material changes in the
construction of big | battleships, but

none, 1 am assured, pf any importance |

in the torpedo line.
WOLF VON ECHIERBRAND,

gons, of Joliet, was found dead a mile
sorth of Plainfield, 11 miles from Joliet,
in a ditch alongside the Elgin, Joliet &
Eastern railroad tracks. The peculiar
sondition in which the body was found

 gugges's murder.

|

L Told in n Few Lines.

- The transfer steamer Barlow burned .

to the water's edge at Cairo, causing a
loss of $75,000.

Adolf Kraus, Dudley Winston and

Hempstead Washburne, the civil ser-

' yice commissioners indicted in Chicago

but 230 feet long, and 35 feet wide, this |

remarkalle eruiser is driven by 9,000 | business is supposed to have been the

way German vessels are on their trial
trips. The Austrian government, in its |
tnrredu cruisers, was not quite so ex- |.

' taking “rough on rats.”

| ington, aged

for violating the law, were found

not guilty.
The Rock Island Plow company has

' raised the wages of the 000 molders in

the shops ten per cent.

Charles H. Childs, an insurance agent,
ccmmitted suicide in Decatur by shoot-
ing himself. Despondency over bad

cnuse. 1

A ten-hour working day has been in-
augurated at the Rock Island arsenal
and the wages of employes have been
raieed.

Gov. Tanner has appointed W, F.
Slater, «f Marion county, judge of Wil-
limnson county to succeed L. D. Hart-
well, who has been appointed post=
. master at Marion.

Mrs. John Hrﬂwh, ngtd 20.: commit-
ted suicide in Quincy by taking prussio
acid ‘because of ill health. She leaves
a husband and two babes. .

Mrs. Lucinda Bent died at Bloom-
75 years. She wans wealthy
and prominent and had lived there for
nearly 40 years.

The Chicago National
baseball players will no longer
known as colts, .

The Pulaski rolling mills have been
sold to Gray Bros. for $22,000,

Douglas county paid $699.14 for 34~
657 sparrows killed this winter.

Fred Krauss, a cigarmaker, commit-

ted suicide at his home in Amboy by
No cause was

League team of
be

known.

While returning from Dlney Williawn
Cutshall] qn old soldier, fell from his
wagon, became entangled in a log chaio
and was dragged to death. |

Mrs. Gertrude Ackerman celebrated
her one hundredth birthday anniver-
gary at her home in Kirkwood. She s
the mother of 11 children, six of whom

are still living.




