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 Spain Asks What Our Object Is in

eral months ago of ¢

"FAGER TO.KNOW.'

Purchasing Warghips,

Her Question Is Looked Upom as the

Same Sori of Bluff as Was the

Lee Incident—May Recelve

T a Curt Answer.

b = .

Washington, March 16.—Spain has
again ventured om dangerous ground.
‘Another step has been taken that may
increase the irritation in this country.
The case in point is a question directed
to this government as to what construc-
tion is to be placed on its purchase of
foreign war vessels. Rumors touching
the question of the Sagasta ministry
have been going the rounds bere and
it has proved impossible to get any of
the cabinet officers to deny them. As-
sistarit Secretary Day said he would
speak if it were proper for him-to do
so, but under the cirenmstances he
was unable to discuss the subject.

Regarded as a Blafl.

As a general thing such a query is a
prelude to more vigorous measures, but
in this ease it is believed in govern-
ment circles that itis merely another of
Spain’s bluifs, like the one she made
when she suggested Gen. Lee’s recall
from Cuba. Pt i

What Will the Answer Hel? ™

There is some curiosity to know
what answer the United Stajes will
mike to this rather searching question.
Everybody knows that the ships were
bought because this country wanted to
be ready for war in case it was forced
jnto it, but an answer to this effecf can

%

Grand

foot

steam fire engines have been busy

‘Oh thellow ground between here and

hardly be made to Spain. A promipent

FLOOD| AT GRAND RAPIDS.

Rise in the River Fills Basemenis
wit

Water—Several Fac-
Hl"lllq Shut Down.
™ 3

a few factor ﬂhliilﬁlg

¢
gsidences are

7, 3

belof high water mark, but above
the city lit lacks several feet of the
height reéached in former floods. The
wires supplying the city lights are
flooded ih the basement of the power
house anil the city was in darkness
Tuesday | night. Commercial wires
used by the same company have higher
connecfigns, and are as yet in working
order, Factories on the cannls depend-
ing on $ater power have been shut
down sijee Monday. None of the resi-
dents injthe lower sections of the city
kuve had to abandon their houses or
remove fheir effects, though 30 or 40
are surrbunded by water, which sets
back frofn the flats below the city. The
water hhs been rising steadily since
Sunday fnorning, and reports show this
same comdition at all up-river points
below the state capital. At Lansing
and Grahd Ledge the river was reported
stationayy, and at Jackson a fall of &
tew inches was recorded. Without a
change in the weather a fall is not ex-
pected Bere until Thursday or Friday.
The risd is about half an inch per hour.

Saginhw, Mich.,, March 16. — The

pumping out cellars of business blocks.

Bay City many families have moved
ffom their homes. The interurban
tpack i§ washed out in a number of
places. | The river is higher than at any

tijne fof 22 years.

THE LATEST ADDITIONS TO

—— i

—

- : o THE AMAZONAS.
The Amazonas and the Admiral Breu, the two
the United Btates, a

ot Braxzil

bought
final touches in the English

celving their

best products the
They are crulsers,
c¢lags. The Amazonas, which was beguna

provements over the Breu in her armament, but
displacement of a

just alike. The Amazonas hn.‘tn
about 2,000 tons heavier than the defunct

439 feet, and she has a mean

jnch armored deck extending from stern
These hoats are! fleet upon the
at the rate of 20 knots per hour for a cengiderable

and protected.

as and the Breu are able to cope with an

have six six-inch, four 4.7-inch, ten 2.2-inch and fo

and three torpedo tubes. . ¥

|

but in the naval fechnology

draft of 20 feet. Eac

THE UNITED STATES NAVY.

ew warships which have been
are now In our navy, are Tre-
here they were consirugted.
r in every respect,.and are.the
f the Armstrongs can turn oul.
called battleships of the secand
than her sister, has a few im-
other respects the boats are

ehipyard

Hitle late

WILL DO HIS DUTY.|

If Worst Comes to Worst the Pres.

& 5 , 9 &3 T B
%H-mﬁ o 4"",*5".“"
side _ tien= e Coutt of Inguiry Salls for
7' the rapids is less &-m * - At :

McKinley told a senatorial caller he
would “rather have his administration
called a failure than to bring on an vo-
boly war."”
to do his duty regardless of what
consequences may be.

with the court of inquiry on board,
sailed Tuesday night for Key West.
Capt,
assured the correspondents
cision to leave Havana was not reached |
until Tuesday afternoon after a con- |
sultation of the members. It was de-
cided that, while further testimony
might be obtained here, this was not
sufficiently likely
stay. The court can return if the divers
or wreckers make discoveries that add
to the stock of knowledge
ered. The plans of the

wreck, in the preparation of which En-
sign Powelson has had a large share,
dre very elaborate, and Capt. Sampson
says the testimony and records of the
divers are very full,
hopes the court will be allowed 1o re-

ut §600 tons. She is therefore
er length is 330 feet, her beam
of the new warships has a three-
d both bulls are heavily armored
ter. Each of them cas speed
ime. In armament the Amazon-
thelr class on the seas. They
1l.4-inch rapid fire Maxim guns

Maline.

to bow,

vessel o

snember of the foreignm relations com- |
‘| nois rivdr rose three feet Tuesday, fleod-

arms in the river bottom lands |
ral miles. Unless the water |
soon subsides much damage will result, |

mittee said: .

“The United States will certainly not an-
swer this question In any way that Spain
can possibly interpret as a casus belll. We
ahall probahly say that“our navy has lost
a battleship, the Maine, In an Jnexpected
fashion, and that we are replacing it as best
we can. The Amagonas and her sister ship
tcgether are not equal tp the Maine either
in cost or in fighting ability. It is possible
that the a@ministration may answer more
curtly, and will simply say that Jye bought
them to increase our D&AVY. which is ob-
wviously 'true."” j : ;

A Protest from Spain

An unofficial protest has been made
by representatives of Spain that the
presence of American warships near
Cuba and active preparations for war
in the United States exert an unfair in-
fluence. It is claimed the insurgents

are encouraged in their rebellion and

the plan of autonomy cannot have a fair

trial. It is also claimed. that if the
Washington government made known

jndirectly to the insurgents that it
peace in Cuba and that
may be had with au-
tonomicgovernment under Spain the in-
surrection would certainly die out. If
later the Weyler party wanted to inter-
fere it wouid be time then for the
United States to take aetion. It would
be then justifiable. Now to make war
oxf Spain would be a crime, and for that
erime to civilization and humanity the

meant to have
peace in Cuba

United States would be responsible.

" MURDER AT WASHINGTON.

pennis J. Canty Sheots Down and

Kills George 5. Hye on
the Street.

Washington, March 16.—Dennis Ji
clerk in the inters
state commerce commission and later
a partner with Herman Vansenden, pris
to Secretary Carlisle in
-the last ndministrntinnfln the stock
. Tuesday

shot and killed George 8. Rye, a specu-

" Jator whose home is im the west, in |
house; on F streef
It is ‘assumed that
out of some stock
nd perhaps may have
with the failure sev:
nty & Vansenden,

Canty, formerly a

vate secretary

and grain brokerage business,

front of the Ebbitt
near Fourteenth.

the killing grew
transactions, 2
peen connected

Princéton, 1., Mareh 16.—The I1li-

ing the
for sev

J§ CHINESE QUESTION.
Sir W:I linm Robinson Says Interests
of Uhited States and Great Brit-

~Illl-,m ldentieal.

Londbn, March 16.—Sir William Rob-
| inson, Wwho has just arrived in London
| from Hong Kong, of which colony he
| has bedn governor gince 1891, in an in-
terviewl warmly advocated an under-
| standing with the United States on the
| Chiinesé question, saying the aims of the
| United{States in regard to China were
| identickl with those of Great Britain.
He'added: “There is a feeling at Hong

| Kong

pender
also off the imperial government.™

RAGEDY IN DUBUQUE.

Dead ia His Office—Sup-
josed Murderer Arrested.

She

vake,

ing. Four shots were fired, all taking
effect. | Though the streets were crowd-
'l cd at the time, the murderer escaped

to lead to a clew.

John )
| murdes
make ¢

| tialdl;
3

of Lavake.

4 over some property.-
| Vietim of Apoplexy.

Utice

Sat

Charles Hmenfnrﬂ.

| been able to conclyde any contracts for
the procurement of war supplies be- |
cause no allotment had been made, bat |

e ———

ol N ikl B b
E': 'ir'f‘,'cll;r : Iif"-n'l} % , I

& ?ent ‘Plill Not Shirk.

55 T |

A

Key West—Cannot m:"' and was by Assistant
of Making: Its Report misgloner A, P. Greely, who was act-
- ' - ing commissioner for severnl months
Washington, March . 16.—President | o ging the death of the late Com- |-

Nevertheless he is resplved
the

Court Leaves Havann. i
Havana, March 16.—The Mangrove,

Sampson, president of the board,
that the de-

to justify a longer

now gath-
submerged

|
Capt. Sampson

sume its sittings on the ' battieship |
lowsi, now near Key West with the New |

York. All the officers of the court :x-l

cept Judge Advocate Marix are stas
tioneéd on the Iowa or the New York,
and on the former the court could be ab- |

solutely free from interruption. The)
greater part of the investigation that |

remains will consist, unless the court |
returns here, of a careful study of the |
plans. It is not thought that it will
be necessary again to summon the sur-

vivors of the Maine, officers or men,

now at Key West or scattered through-
out the fleet. Capt. Sampson said, how- |
ever, that §ny such would be summoned |
if- the revision of the testimony showed I
missing links in the chain that they |
could supply.

The court has no prophecy to make
as to the further duration of its sit-]
tings or as to when or where the find- |
ings will be promulgated. Capt. Sigs-|
bee will probably remain here with |
Lieut. Commander Wainwright to su-
perintend the wrecking on behalf of the |
government. Chaplain Chidwick is ex-
pected to remain to care for any bodies
that may be recovered. At least no or- '5
ders had been received to the contrary
when this dispatch was sent.

Activity im the Departments.

Washingten, March 16.—Tuesday was

another busy day in the war and navy

The Anmual Report of the Commis-

of the commissioner of patents for the
calendar year 1807 was laid before con-

gress Monday. It

missioner Butterworth.
the report follows:

cations for patenis, and,
large number of applications
trade marks, etc.
ed in number to 23,729, including designs:
65 patents were relssued, 1,661 trade marks
registered and 14 labéls and 16 prints. The
number of patents that expired was 12.926.
The total expenditures were
receipts over expenditures,
total balance to the credit of the patent of-
flce in the tremsury of the United States |

January 1, 1558, was
most strikingly shown |n the creation of

since 1880—this s, within the term of pat-
ents now in forece, bul very recently ex-

pired.
noted
velopment of agricultural inventlons. The

ducing an output valued at $2.655,088, were

| raflway in the United States was put in

. cyeles I establishments.

MANY PATENTS ISSUED.

sloner lhn_nr- a CGreat Increase
in }.-ﬂ:-n-..

». Mapeh 15—The report

is dated Junuary 31

An abstract of

In 1897 there were rtctivu! 45,681 appli-
in addition, &
for designs,
Patents granted amount-

$1,122.543, the ||
$262,798. The |

4,791,438
The Iinfluence of patented inventions is

new Industries of €normous magditude

Of these new Industries, the mosat
are those connected with the de-

manufaciurg of electrical apparatus and
supplies began to be of imporiance shortly
before 1580, and In that year 78 establish-
ments, emplpying 1,721 persons, and pro-

in existencel In 1890 the number of es-
tablishments had increased to 189, em-
ploying 948§ persons, and producing an
outlput valugd at $19,114.714. In the elec-|
tric light ami power industry, as reparted
in 1880, thera were but three establishmentis
in the United Btates, employing I per-
sons and producing an output valued at
§545.400. At the close of 15884 there were in
the United States 2,124 contral statjons sup-
plying eleptricity for light and power, and
7.475 isolated ‘plants, a total of 9,59 estab-
lishments. | The caplial invesied in these
ceniral statlons is stated to have been
$258,008,265, and the capital Invested in the
isolated plants, though not stated, was
probably not below $£200,000,000. A conserva-
tive estimate of the nugpber of persons e~
ployed at that time in this industry would
not be under 45,000. !
The use of electricity for power purposes
has found most noted development in the
electric rallway. The first electric street

ration little mére than ten yearsago.
1880 of the 2,500 road miles of ptreet rail-
way in the United States nearly all used
animal power. The total mileage of -Iec]
tric rallwayts In the United States up 10 !
tober, 1897, 'was 13,7 miles, out of a total
mileage of 15,718, of which but 87 mliles wera
horse car lines. The total capital invested
was $846,13).691.

The great development of the bicycle in<
dustry has come since 1580, as a pesult of
the inventions in poneumatic tires made
about that time. In 1890 there were report-
ol as engaged In the manufacture of bis
In 1866 more
than 200 establishments were engaged In
the manufhcture of cycles and the output
of wheels for that year is stated to have
not been less than 8500,000. The productisn
1807 - 1,000,000 wheels. In 1580 a
large proportion of the cycles used - were
imported mainly from England.
the exporis of cycles and parts of cycles
o England amounted to & value of $2,
491, and the total exports amounted

In

departments, Secretary Alger was en-
abled to make an” allotment of funds
from the appropriation of $50,000,000
which will greatly facilitate the work |
of the bureaus. These bureaus had not

Tuesday afternoon the ordnance bu-

reau was given $2,500,000 and business |
It is true |

| that this sum is already morsgaged un-

went forward with a rush.

der provisional arrangementis made

l; during the past week, but with the as-
| surance of more funds to come the work

of the bureau is now moving rapifly.e

Militim Offieers Make Inquiries.

Inspired by the war sentimient pre-
vailing in many parts of the country,
oflicers of state militia organizations
have been inquiring of the war depart-
ment as to allotments of arms, am-
wnunition, ete. There is an annual ap-
propriation - aggregating about $400,-
000 allotted among the militia of the
several states, according to their nu-
merical strength, and the money grant-
¢d may be expended for any branch of
the service desired.

Hopea There WIill Be No War,

Princeton, N. J., March 16.—Former
President Cleveland says all loyal ecit-

ind Shanghai that the Chinese |
provindes cannot hold together much
longer.] They are already partly inde-
not only of each other, but

W. 0. havake, n Well-KKknown Lawyer,

Dubdque, Ia., March 16.—W, 0. La-
: prominent attorney, was shot
| dead ix his office in the business center |
| of the ¢ity at 5:30 o’clock Tuesday even-

recognition. There is nothing positive

The [police late at night arrested
arry on suspicion of being the
He refused to
| statement, but has been par-
flentified. He had trouble with

N. Y., March 16.—Lillian Ken-
nedy, the actress who was stricken with
apoplexy during a performance of “The
Charity Girl” at the Utica opera house
idy evening, died Tuesday. In
private} life Miss Kennedy was Mrs.

jzens should support the government in
any exigency that may arise, but he is
| hopeful that there may be no war.

SIR HENRY BESSEMER.

-ht-th of the Inventor of the Process
for Making the steel Which
Bears His Name.

London, Mareh .18.—Sir Henry Bes-
semer, the celebrated inventor of Bes-

semer steel,'died Tuesday evening.

[Bir Henry Beasemer, whose name is in-
separably connected with the development
ot the steel industry, was born In Hertford-
shire, in 1813 His discovery of the means
of rapidly and cheaply converting plg iron
into steel by blowing a blast of air through
the iron when In a slate of fusion, was the
resuit of costly and laborious experiments
which extended over a long period, and In
which the end was attained only after
many disheartening fallures. The invention
revolutionized the whole Iron trade of the
world in thke short space of 30 years.

From his earliest youth he was fond of

odeling and designing patterns, and at
the age of 2 he waa an exhibitor in the

oyal academy. Not until 1858, however,

id he read befora the British association,

{ Cheltenham, the paper on the manu-

acture of malleable iron and steel which

rst attracted attention to the

character of his sclentific ‘attalnments,

and from the _
ties; In 1570 he was president of the Iron

and Steel institute of Great Britain; and
in this country the cities of Bessemer, Ala.,

of less importance were
in recognition of the value of his Inventlon.

He received his krighthood in 1519.}

very hikh

| He was the reciplent of scores of distine=
fiorts from the crowned heads of Europe ,
scientific and learned socle- | 1

and Bessemer, Mich., with several places
pamed after him

a value ol $6.902,736. el

Shot by a Soldier,

Cape Topwn, March 15. — Mr. Wolf
Joel, the trustee of the estate of the
late Barney Barnato, the South African
millionaire, was shot in his office at
Johannesburg by a former soldiel. The
murderer of Mr. Joel, a man named Fel-
stein. has been arrested.
 tered Mr. Joel's office and demanded
| £3.500. Being refused, he snatched a
| revolver from a desk and fired. The
| bullet entered Mr. Joel's forehead and
' he fell to the ground and expired. His
| murderer attempted to commut sulcide,
but failed.

Sympathy from Mexico.
Guadalajara, Mex, March 15.—All
classes of Mexican citizens sympathize
| with the United States in its controe
versy with Spain and the alleged blow-
ing up of the Maine, which is called &
characteristic Spanigh trick. All pew
pending matter is read and discussed in
the smallest towns and the remarR-
able fact is that the Mexicans who have
been hitherto cool in their manifesta-
tions of regard for the United States
publicly declare the United States
should punish Spain. :

Defense of Pacific Const.
Washington, March 14—In making
preparations for the possibilities of the
future, the navy department has by no
means overlooked the strategic defense
of the Pacific coast. To guard properly
this important seaboard it has been
' found necessary to send an advanced
guard some distance down the South-
ern Pacific ocean, The battleship Ote-

e

S

has been selected for this work.
“'l;ﬂﬂ-'l Heavy Demand for Gold,

Japanese, French and German
coins to 76s. 5d. per ounce.

Iee Bridge Over Niagara,

day night,

formed in

Felstein en- |

gon, the sister of the Indiana, and one of
the most powerful vessels in the navy,

Londdn, March 14.—The money mar-
ket has tightened considerably and an
advance in the bank rate is mooted.
The American demand for gold has ex-
ill':f'fdftl all expectation, and in addition |
' to all the bar gold about £ 400,000 ($2,-
1'000,000) in Japanese yen has been
bought for New York. This, with the
| withdrawals of eagles, has induced the
' Bank of England to raise the price of
gold

Niagara, Falls, N. X, March 15.—The
{mmense masses of ice coming down the
river during the last two or three days
odged in the gorge below the falls San-
and Monday Niagara Falls
enjoyed the novelty of an fce bridge |'
the middle of March. The

ities du . This 1s
where the Estey Organ ex-
cels. If you buy one, it is for
a lifetime, and a joy forever.
Our five-pointad discourse com-
piete with catalogus seat free

Try Grain-O!
Try Grain-O!

a package '
drink that takes the place of coffee.
The children may drink it without
injury as well as the adult. All who
try it, like jt. GRAIN.O has that ,
rich seal brown of Mochs or Java,
but it is made from pure grains, and
the most delicate stomach receives it
without distress. § the price of coffee.

15 cents and 25 cents per package.
Sold by all groocers. _
‘ Tastes like Coffee

for some time.

bridge is solid and seems likely to last
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