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AN AFRICAN POISON STORY.

T Strange Phenomenon W’tm“m in

the Northeast of the Dark Continent.
Cgbles M. Stern, of Chicago, who

L ]

- lately returned from a journey through |

Northeast Africa, toid of a curious me-

teorological phendmenon which he ob-

served in the distriet called Gwallah, |

Lo,
!

reports the New York Mail and Ex- |

press. “The vegetation in that region
is very luxuriant,” said he, “and the
plant life must give off an. unusually
iarge quantity of carbonic aeid gas. At
least, that was the conclusion I reached

after seeing three natives die and four : ‘than
; | was sacred and protected by a strict sys-

or five dogs.
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-minutes. The natives who died stept on
the ground instead of in hammocks., as
others did. My theory is that a stratum
of the deadly gas covered the ground
for a depth of three or four inehes, and
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any living thing breathing in that areg

was asphyxiated.

*I eould not understand, however,
how the gas was not distrubuted in n
thinner layer, and what kept it in one
place for a whole day. Nothing like it

had ever been known there before. The -

deaths of the men and the dogs all oe-
curred within 24 hours. Then the gas,
if-it was really gas, seemed to be dissi-
pated. It was a very strange occur:
rence and I might have been induced to
make a more exhaustive investi

gation

if my presence had not excited distrust.

~ T got away as quickly as possible rather

than be aeccused of being the cause of

the sudden deaths. The natives are su-

perstitious, and attribute most of their
misfortunes to witcheraft, so I thought
it the part of wisdom to get away.”

SUBSTITUTE FOR COAL.
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A Smokeless Fuel That Seemn to Be
- Gaining in Popularity.

In the future we may be exporting
masut instead of exporting coal, sSays
the Chicago Inter Ocean. Masut is a
by-product in the distillation ©f raw
petroleum. It is also manufactured
from a cheap brown coal found i Sax-
ony. There has been, until recently,
great trouble in finding a furnace suit-
able for burning it. It is now blown
by steam into a special furnace, on the
principle of the Lucigen light, and used
without. difficulty. It is 40 or 50 per
cent. cheaper than coal, and is 20 per
cent. better as a heat raiser. Steam ecan
be got up quicker and kept at a higher

- pressure, and more work can be done

by the machinery. From a naval point
of view these are vitally impertant
facts. No sign of a ship undeér full
steam will be shown in the sky, for ma-
sut is a smokeless fuel. Russia and
Italy are using it in their navies, and
Germany has latély made some valuable
experiments. t Kiel, Wilhelmshaven
and Danzig are tanks from which it
can be purmped into ships. Its specific
gravity being so much less than that
of coal, a ship’s buoyancy is greatly in-
creased when the bunkers are filled
with it. Heavier armor or Cargoes c¢an
be carried. The heating capacity be-
ing greater, the ship ean travel faster or

-1y 200 miles,
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l’ farther. It is yet to be learnea wnat

improvements the Germans have intrto-

duced into their furnaces, and what

are the disadvantages of masut,
OLD TIMES IN HAWAIL "

Marked Characteristic:
One of the most marked characteris-

tics of the ancient Hawaiian religion

‘was the extreme reverence for royalty
indicated, says the Philadelphia Press.
It was a crime punishable with death
to pass through the king’s shadow or
it higher than his head. His person

“The moment the animals pﬁt their . tem.of “taboo.” - In the royal palace

oses-elose to the g und ther:wmﬂd
We in abourfive

the ‘“‘taboo” stick, with which the
king anmounced-his excommunications;
is exhibited. Tt is a wand with a carved

stone eap. If this stick was lowered on
the approach of a courier he was com-
pelled to withdraw immediately and
was considered in deep disgrace.

The king’s will was absolute; but the
majority of the Hawaiian monarchs
seem to have been of a kindly disposi-
ticn and to have made no improper use
of their extreme power. It was due to
one of them that the taboo system was

abolished. This bore with grievous:
weight upon the women. They were !

forbidden the use of some of the most

commeon articles of diet, such as bananas

and ecertain kinds of fish, on pain of =~

death.
Smallest Electrical Battery.

- The smallest electrical battery ever
constructed was the work of an elee-
trician in the employ of the Boston"
~Telephone company.

It consisted of
an ordinary “glass head” through
which two wires, one of copper and-¢<he
otiher of iron, were looped and twisted
£0 as to pmrent. their coming in con-
tact. The wires aeted as the
trodes, and all that was necessary to
cause a current was to place a drop

of acidulated water in the head. Cer- 5

tainly such a minute battery furnished
but an infinitesimal current, but it

could be easily used in a delicate tele-
phone: in faet, it is said to haveractual- |

ly served in signaling a distanee of near-

Inured to (?hid.

When asked if he was not afraid of a |
temperature of ten degrees below zero

the late Tolman Willev, of Roston, faid:

“Where [ was born, sir, my father one
Sunday 1ock me into 2 meeting house |
which =at on frar stene nosts ywith no ,

other underpinning. I sat in the ehurch
and listened to a sermon on hell for 60
minutes, with the wind howlire under-
neath the chureh and bicwine 40 miles
a minute, with no fire in the stove gand
the mercury 40 degrees below zero. Do
you think I wag born in a sugar box and
nursed on heliotropes?” i
Novel Sport In France.

The runming of anto“mobiles, or
horseless vehicles, has become a na-
tional sport in France, and clubs de-
voted to it have been formed in the
larger cities. One of the cights along
the French roads this summer will be
the addition of many motor wagons
to the great number of bicyeles,
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i SHUNNED LU!KE LEPERS.

A Colony of Dugenerate Human

-

| generacy is to be seen on Snake creek,
__in_the Indian natien, Indian territory,
+ says.the Cincinnati Enquirer. A small
[ colony of human freaks, with dirty,
whitish hair, and white, glassy eyes,
midst of the most filthy surroundings,
~being- ostracized from the co n-
ship of the other Creeks,  ‘These de-
| generates are the result of frequent in-
| termarriage among a class of mongrel
| whites, negroes and Indians, and the

i sald these people eat snakes, toads

ok
i

jargon, many expressions resembling
. the clueking of hensand the unpleasant

noises made by belligerent geese. Their
~ hair is somewhat kinky, but stands out

frightful appearance. They live out in
| the open air, except in very unpleasant
weather, when they crawl into rude
J “eaves or dugouts, reeking with filth and
|
|

vermin. Many of them are afflicted

with sores, and are deformed or cross-
“eyed. They are too lazy to be mean,
but the very sight of them is sickening,
and they are shunned like lepers. A
subagent has been askéed for to look
. after their annuities and to seeure for

spring are most pitiful looking objects.

1 The White House.
The steady growth of the nation has
- rendered necessary a great expansion of
the capitol at Washington, but nothing
has been done to inerease the size of the
white house, says the Washington Post.
The latter remains.as it was when first
occupied by President John Adams, at
the beginning of the present century.
- Its narrow quarters have caused a vast
amount of embarrassment to its-tenants
from time to time. For example, when
the prince of Wales was here the ut-
. most difficulty was found in making
. room for him amd a few persons of his
. immediate suite, even when a part of

the office quarters was utilized for
| sleeping purposes. There is an urgent
demand for more rooms for the enter-
' tainment of distinguished guests of the
nation on such exceptional occasions.
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i xlles at St. Helena. - -
Mr. Chamberlain, in his capacity as
 British gsecretary of state for the col-
. onies, has just caused it to be known
that the English government has re-

solved to release the son and two broth-

ers of the famous Zulu king, Cetewayo,
from their captivity at St. Helena, and
~ to restore them to their own country,

Years ago they were exiled to that dis-
- mal island, where Napoleon died g pris-

oner, on the mere suspicion of being en-

gaged in organizing a revolt against
. British rule in Zululand. They have

always protested their innocence, and,

inasmuch as their guilt has never been

proved and they have never been con-

vieted by any court of law, their libera-
" tion is but a tardy act of justice,
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Freaks Who Live Like Beasts. |
A most revolting form of human de-

degeneracy has ke t dropping down
the scale of human ntelligence until it

and other reptiles. They use a peculiar

| nearly straight, giving them a very

them something like human comforts.
| They have many children, and their off-
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eke out a miserable existence in the
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