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your committee would ask to be dis-
charged from furthar *ﬂﬂﬂﬂrﬁlﬂrﬂhﬂﬁﬁé'%w—*
- of the subject, "

. .writer ‘'was appomted a committee of |

- ance. of 8429 ¥2. due from

proper department of your company
to inform me of the reason for non-
payment of this balance."

‘authorities of Highland Park with
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of the mrresPondancae, that said
company might be induced to look
at the question from a different
standpoint; but eleven days having
elapsed since the date of the last
letter without receiving any reply,
it may be taken for granted, that the

officials of said company ‘look upon

the subject as closed.
Unless the council believes that it
may be well to grant more time,

All of Whiett lé respectftﬂ]y sub-

N. W: Ry. Co. 22 5th av., city.
Dear Sir: ~LAt 8 meetmg of the

common council of the City of High-
land Park on the 7th instant, the

one to confer with the officers of
your company in reference to a bal-

company on the city taxes of 1896.
As I.am not familiar with the mat-

ter, owing to an absence of several

months, will you kindly - cause ‘the

The relations of the inummpal

your company have been so pleas-

ant in the past, I feel assured that
you will do all in your’ power, con- |
sistent with the interest you repre-

sent, to maintain them.
The ecitizens of Highland Park, |

your |

- these

during the past seven years, have
made large expenditures in the in- |
troduction of a water system, sewer- |

m———"

- il : | -. I" -

ministration to maintain the financial
credit of the town at all hazards, as

future improvements must depend
largely upon tha success of that’

poliey.
Believing that you will view the

question from its' broad standpeint,
I remain,
Yours very truly,
“(Signed) J. C. CusamAN,
- Member Finance Committee,

EXHIBIT B.

OFricE 0F NORTHWESTERN |
Rainway Company |
: CHieaso,-ILL.

Tn DEPARTHEWT ,
CHIcmu, Sep. 20, 1897

due from our company for city taxes
of 1896 has not been paid,” has been
referred to me for reply. e

I think you are in error when ({ou- |

say that the above amount is
The City of Highland Park caused

to be levied against the property of
this company a tax for city purposes

amnuntmg to $1,191.95. 1In this
sum there is an excessive and illegal
levy of $420.72, leaving as legal

taxes against this company $762.23

and th® amount has been paid. The
$429.72, the courts of Lake county

decided was not due, and hence this
. has not been paid.

I'note your reference to special
improvements in Highland Park,

consisting of water system, sewerage,

- mitted. - |
(Signed) J. C. Cusaman. J. C. Cushman, Esq s nghland ::3: dﬁﬂlrﬁd ISR N th& prem:
DT Committea. Park, Illinois. | " Yours truly, :

EXHIBIT A." Dear Sir:—Your letter of SeptemT | (glgﬂed} Frank P. Cmmn, |

' - Caioaso, Sept. 106, 1897 | ber 16th, to President Hugh:tt in’ Tax Commissioner.

~Marvin Hughitt, Esq., Pres. C. & | which you ask “ why the $429.72 R e

electric lights, cement sidwalks and

| paved streets. This company has

from time to time had notice of
improvements as they pro-

- gressed, and 1 hold in my hands

receipts of your tax collector for the |
amounts which this eompany has

|

| I am aware that the ammmt in

| two per cent upon the valuation as

‘ fully JUStlﬁed by the conditions at
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powers of municipal bodies in levy-
ing taxes on property within its
i?l’lﬂdlctlon The city council of

ighland Park exceeded these pow-
ers in its levy for this purpose for
1896, but as I do not believe that
the corporation would designedly
violate the law, I did assume and
still assume that the excessive tax
was the result of a mistake. This
mistake was corrected by the county
court, and according to my under-
standing, nothing is now due from
this company to ~ your city eoi"pora
tion.

If any additional axplanatlan is
desired, I shall be glad to meet you
at your convenience and give you

| - - Caicaao, Sept. 24, 189” ;
Frank P. Crandon, Esq., Tax Com-
~missioner C. & N. W. Ry., city.

.. Dear Sir:--Your letter of the 20th
instant, answering mine of the-16th

to President Hughitt, in relation to

an item of unpaid taxes to the city
of Highland Park, for 1896, is at
hand.

question is a part of the general tax
levied for city purposes in. 1896, and . -
perhaps, technically, the levy may
have been somewhat in excess of the

fixed by law; but. we think it was

the.time the appropriation was made,
“which conditions were as follows:

In all special assessments, as you
are fully aware, certain portions,

.

covering street crossings and other

city property, is charged to the city,
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and must be paid from its general-
funds. In 1896 the common council
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age, electric light, cement sidewalks | contributed to these various im- found that the city’'s portion of the - ?% :
and paved streets. The burden has | provements. water works special assessment | 44
been heavy, but they have ‘barne it | In addition to the above, T also | amounting to $5,318 would fall due o
cheerfuliy under the belief that these | note that the company’s property is | during the year, and could only be e
e desirable improvements would bring | charged with a single paving as- | provided for out of the general ap- . B
“large accessions of first class resi- | sessment amounting to $4,439.87, so | propriation, as the city was bonded ~ —  7F
dents. In this, they have been suc-  that whatever may have been the | to thelegal limit. The creditof the T
cessful, the population having large. | wisdom or unwisdom of these im. | city was at stake, and to protect it, . il
ly increased since the introduction | provements, the Chicago and North- | by the advice of many of our heav- ik
of these improvements, and the western Railway Co. has certainly | iest tax payers, this sum was in-
growth continues rapid. Each family g:rne its proportion of their cost. | cluded in the general appropriation
added to the population is a per- any event I am unable to see the | for the year. It wasa liability crea- i 1h
manent increase t& the revenues of | relevency of these special improve- | ted some years ago, by a fofmer i
your road, and therefore, it seems ' ment charges to the illegal taxes | council,and left over as a heritage for 1
to me, that the interésts of your com- | above referred to. That charge was | the administration of last year. Of st
“pany are identical with those of the  for the general fund and as the | all the tax payers effected by that 9
town. If this is conceded, should | moneys payable into that fund | levy, the Chicago and Northwest- 11k
not your company, as a matter of  would not legally be used for these | ern Railway company was the only C O
policy, assist the efforts of our eiti- | ﬂpeual improvements, such work will | one to raise any objection. My let- H;
zens, by assuming its fair propor- | not be affected in any way by the | ter to President Hughitt was written ¥
tion of the expenses incurred? . It taw in question. | in the hope that he would view the
is the policy of the municipal all- | The statute plainly sets forth the | question from its broad standpoint; %14




