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4é E hove about one n-]inm:u n

(D ten of gelling out «of this

storm allvel” shouled Dale

Proaser, ottempting to roalse his wvolco

nbove the ahrilling wind which spanked
their eddylng balloan.

The words were whipped past Slan-
berry Maorlins ringing coars In o vogue
- blur, The young man cought the gist
of his fellow pllot's meanlng, howover,
witedl nDodded uncomfortably. Vhe bl
Lug they had entered In the Nutlonal
Balloon Faces: wuax whirling und spln-
ning In joastling cross <urrents, "The
Llue tewth of lHghtuning ripped through
the bluck thunder hewds tumbling about
then.

Slughing raln eul Lhelr fuces Lo pain-
Tul roawness 4% the two youlhs trled to
nuvigute the balloon through the moaw
of the slorm. Iefore the take-otf of the
ruce b Heitls Pleld, Pittsburgh, Dale
und Btanberry had sheated the boalloon
‘hasket In o rubberiecd foubrle enveloge,
s that, In the event mishap should
force them to land in some body of
wuler, they mlght hope Lo remuin affoad
untll rescued. Ynalead of keeplng outb
waler, 16 was hoving the roverse efTect,
pcting as o catch-all. Over four hun-
dred pounds of rudn water swished
about thelr ankles with the twisting of
the bag.

Starting from Pittsburg at eight miles
§I hour, the storm and the wind hod

celerated thelr Epeed to nearly

enty. They dared not cllmb through
it because the balloon would be rendered
uw blaxing nferno If It were struck by
lightning. ¥or over ten minutes they
had been "valving” or spliling gos In
un elfart to counteract the rldlng con-
vectlon eurrent which fed the elowud.

Dale's thin, aguillne foce was gar-
goyle=llke in the bluish lght of a flach,
“We're golng to be hit!™ he screamed
hoarsely. *“Let's gpll nll the pus from
the appendix and gquit thls race. I've
had enough'™

Statiberry =zet his flrm  young  jaw
stubbornly as he thought of Dad ¥ouws-
stan, deslgner of the balloon In whieh
they rode. e shook hils lhiead. “We
can't betray Mr. Houston's trust,” he
shouted baclk,

His only reply was o savape grunt os
Duale sploshed to the other-glde of the
bisket, Stanberry prasped his arm ns ‘n
blade of lightning ripped open the skics,
to be followed mlmost instantly by s
shadow aczompaniment of thunder.
“We can't qult, Dale,” he sald, “but we
have o good chance of getting hit! Lot
us take rome precnutions. If we sic an
the edge of the' basket and have a
string tled to our rip-cords, it may open
our parachutes even i we ure knocked
unconscious by lightning ™

Dale saw the wisdom of hls compan-
jun’s  reasoning. e fishwed naround
umong thelr passessions for some cord, |
and finally found some which Stanberry
cul into two yard-long pleces with his
sheath kndfe. Thege they tled o o r?m-u:
which supported the basket of thelr
lighter-than-air eraft and to thelyr rip-
coreds xo that the rings of thelr ‘chutes
would ‘automatically be opened If they
were thrown free by striking lightuing.
They then perchied themselves on the
rim of the basket, clinging to Lu]'npnrl_l
ropes. It was dangerous In its way, and '
there was the possibility that they would
tumble Intoe space and make a foread
landing even if thelr bag was not struek,
It was better., however, than risking
being roasted allve In a burning ballaon,

They contlnued ridilng the storm
while ule_ blackness grew with ap-
proaching nlght, The thunder c<laps
finally became less viclent. Objlects an
the carth appeared In shadowy relief.
They had lost conslderable gas In fight-
Ing rising wind currents. Stanbérry
was about to suggest that they had
“dropped far enopgh, awnd could now’oe-
leake hallast to glve them more altitud:
when Lthe inconstant wind current caus-
ed the balloon to fall rapidly.

He jumped down from the edge of
the basket, and hurled u sandbag into
space; but hils declsion hoad coe too |
lute. The basket of the balloon siyue's |
carth with a staggerlny  Impact. an< |
Stunberry was  hurled forelbly  apghlns

“Dale was meanwhile huarling sand-
hags out of the basker to glve the bSal-
loon 1ift.  The bapga were ao soddden i
was ditfieult to roble them  over tloe
e Stantwerey clumbered  unsteadiy
St s feel Lo asstatl hils companion, They |
threw  overboard  ten whille  tine
wind. having them In i chulohus, HWeIL |
Lhem wl forty mlles an

buinis,

alone

Fvery three or four hnudred yards they .-

struck warth, only to bounce Mty or a
hundred feet into the alr
: snddenly bils heart :.:mrul st e MEan-
barryy saw Lhe grewlent meniee of free-
“hgllosning rushilng ab thein through th-
vatherlng  duak: a0 high-tension ey
Hoe!  Samething chocked up within him
as he r:ul!lx.r-d thelr danger. There was
30,000 cubl: feet uf “highly inHanuuoable
hydrogen gas o stant ten feet phove
Lhielr heads,  They were speeding towuasd
uix power Hoes ot nearly ity miles an
hour now. Euch of those Unes corried
upproxlmately 50,000 volts of electrleity.
The instuant they hit, probably just ubove

thelr loud-ring. wny two short-clreualted

‘what he

“wrist the day before the roce.

but no least, he had delved deeply into

S —

to _lgnite- thelr gas ond blow them inlo
aloms, 8 .
HBtanberry thought of hurling out an-
other zandbag, but n paralysis of help-
lessneszs pelmed him ot the realization

thad they-would hit In a few seconds |-

and It would tuke more tlme than that
to glve Lt to the balloon.

Dule, heaving o sandbay over the slde
ul thut moment, now percelved the elec-
trical monance lying directly In  thelr
palh. "We're golng to hit!” he yelled.

Upon gradostion from college, Stan-
Berry Muartin hud Liken o posltlon with
the Huslon Balloon Company In the de-
slgnbny  department. e hoad n.c.::,-ph:d
the work only because he wosd short of
money and must do something to live.
1t hud been his bellef upon’ tuking lhe
positlon that balloonlng wuws uwlmost
dend, belng almost enbirely reploced by
Hylng In heavier-thuan-ulr craft, wero-
planes, : '

After belpng with the campany for u
year. he slill had thut feeling but he
did not intend to seck work elsowhere.
Dad Huston, Invenlor, and owner of the
Hitle balloon campany, wos Lthe reason
for thelr change of heart Yie wos o
larye man with Jleonine head, dowing
wiilte muene, end blue eyves which secm-
cd to see distant horlzons, Ax lurge In
stature oy the reugh-hown man hims=elf,
Slunberry zoon learned that he was ol-
most inalgmifdeant In menbal stalure be-
slde Dad ¥ustan, ¥e came to love the
ald vizlonnry ny though he were his own
father.

Dud IMuston contended thet the dovy
of the baolloon was nob past. His Iarg-
cst sules were to small falrs  which
charged poassengers for short ascension
fiights. AXr. Huston believed that the
bLalloon could =erve o larger wsefulness 1f
Leople could only be moade to realize 1L,

“It's ten times os useful os an aero-
plane for locatlng forest flres,” he would
tell Stanberry ag they stood an the fleld
abrerving Dad's Iatest Innovation in th2
balloan fleld. *“It's mighty dangerous to
fly an aeroplane over a heavily wooded
arca, No place to land! DBut o balloon
—uih, that's different! It can be elevated
ns hlgh as the :ranpers want “{t, and
lowered in ense of storm. And an ob-
rerver in the balloon basket has o really
good chance to study the landseape with
his plazses, It must come; It's just a
matter of time." '

At lirst people had lnugshed ot Dad
Huston: but his’ own [fuith finally found
listeners.  His {deas had even refnched
Wasliington, and had been consldercd
by hlgher officials there, Of late the
rumor had become moare persistent that
Government woas walting for the
outcome of the Natlonal Dalloon Races
to select o balloon whichh would stanpd
severe punbshment as L surely must In
the ranger service., —ir- '

Believing that heavy orders hunge on
winning the bhalloon roce, Dad Huston
wis determined to enter the winning
halloon., e plapned to fly it himself,
with his production moanager. Dale Pros-
ser, to pssist him In the fight, Unfor-
tunately, in cllmbing u ladder to Inspect
wias afrald was o fMaw in the
he had fallen, frocturing his
He ap-
pointed Stanberry Marlin to take his
place. The young moan had made many
cxperimental fMights, but he hnd never
managed o balloon alone,

e was not Llkely to prove a llability,
nevertheless, Since he had come to the
company, he had mude a study of acrol-
ogy, the phase of metecorology maost
valuable to a balloonist. He hod o fair
working knowledge of navigadon. Las',

Lhwe

rubber,

topographleal geography so  that he

'l
coyld have ldentified important landc-
marks In almost al! parts of America.

Stanberry l'm.d arrived ot Betltls Pleld
In Pilksburg In answer to a lelegrasn
from hiz employer, o few hours aller
Mr., Huslon had rocelved the compoun-d
frocture of the wrial, He hod learned
that o balloon race was lke no other
race on carth. The winoer ls determin-
ond by mensuring the farthest point from
the take-off, this distance being noted
on the arc of a great circle bebween e
starting polnt and the point of landing.

Dale and Stanberry, soventh in pissl-
tion among tho elghteen balloons Hned
up at the tuke-off point, had slarted L3
Ny low, headlng alightly north of euast,
towurd Neow England., The hlgher nNy-
ing balloons . headed slightly sooth -of
cust, ¥ .
Almost ot the sturt, Stanberry luad
found Dale lucking In the nerve neces-
sury to win o free bulloon rece.  He hod
Inslsted on ellmbing above the clowds,
which lay nome ten miles divectly wheadd
of lthu.-nl. Utanberry hud demurred,
nowing thut the veloclty of the wind
lurgely delermined thelr speed aund that
the wingd veloclty would be prealest In
the xtorm wrew. They had almast come
to blows before Dale had finally  be-
erudgingly pglven hls consent to econ-
tinue low into the storm-strieken reglon.

k. L -

Almo«st  slmulbuneouxly  with  Dale's
slurlled cry, unnouncing thut they were
golng to hit, they dld xo. ‘The basket
of the bulloon shuddered violently, und
Stardierry  wut hurled backward with
stngyering force. Cood forlune wus
with them. ‘They clipped through the
wires ot if ‘they hud been the tape ut
the end of u hundred-yard track, Thero
wut nob the slighlest spark, perhaps due
to the speed with which they sbruck.

Almost Instantly Stanberry raw - a
bwelve-wire telegraph lne weross o rall-
road trock over which they were pass-
Ing. ¥le¢ Lbreathed o heavy zlgh of re-
Hef. A telegruph Une wos tame com-
pared to thut high-power tenslon inel
It yroved stronger, however. There was
o itremendous ereak ne they eolllded
with the cross-arm of the telegraph
pole, a groting and poundlng of nome-
thing heavy on the ground below, and
then the balloon was brought to an
abrupt stop, quivering as it hung on the
pole. “We're lucky to be” out of that
allve!" muttered Dale Proscer grimly.
“Now that we're ctopped, we can empiy
thizs bay and pet to earth safely.”

“What about our proml-e to Mr. Hus-
ton that we'd do our best?" demanded
Et:mur.-rr}_'. o slight edge on his volee.

“Huston ean run his own-rocen!”

“Dad Huston would hove run thls race
himeelf, froctured wrist and all, If ho'd
thought there was o poscibility of our
betraying his trust!™ snapped Slan-
berry. You ean climb down that pole
and pet to earth §if you want to un
badly.” .

A few minutes belore, Stanberry hod
cast orerbolird his drag rope with the
hope of it eatching in comething ta
hold them untll they could drop out
sulfizient ballnst to rise. It wns now
badly tangled in the pole.  He turmned
to freelnp thelr basket, paying no ot-
tentjion  to his  disgruntled partnes,
Workiny for some minptess to jerk the
rope free. be linally lost patlence, cut-
ting it with his sheath knife.

"Well, are you goitngr to oquit hun:'.’"l

he demunded. .

“And It you hawe the ten-thousand-
dollar prize which poes o the winning
balloon® Not much! If you won't quit,
I won't. But we'll probably bothh be
kilted.”

Suwunberry sald nothing, pecring dows
Inte the blackness below 1o see why
thelr balloon would not rlse. It did no,
stem to be caupht anywhere. Perhapo
more ii.:;hlr:uhu; ol thelr load would glve
it Mfe. He felt about In the swishing
water, and aroase with a ¢ry of dismay,
“Our sandbags are all torn open  ancd
the bottem’s covercd _wilh sand.  Now
we haven't any more ballost!™

“Then we'll have to quit!™

Stanberry shoole his head. "Not If I
can think of come olternative!™

The ley water in which he stood goave
him his ldea. There was, he knew,
nearly four hundred pounds of -lt by
rough calculation. ¥Freed of part of the

water, they would rize; freed of all of I,
the aky would be thelr Hmit, I ow was
It L be managed? There Was nothing
with which to ball .out the waler.

He then saw how It milght be dons.
He cut n hole in the zlde of Lhe rpbber
envelope aheathing ~the basket. He
motloned Dale -to thal® slde, and they
tipped the baakct, permitting the water
to apill out of the hole In theo side.
The baskel’ snd ballog® rose almost
Immediately., When he hod Jost what
he estimaoled war half the water, #Hloan-
berry moved to the other slde of the
basket s0 that L'Iu!y could keep the re-
malnlng two hundred pounds for future
bullnst,

They rose swiftly into the ehlll upper
siralu of wlr. Taln continued to faldl,
but they werr oub of the storm arca
proper,

Dale grumbled repealedly ut the cold;
his souked clothing, wb hls companion
for continuing ogulnst whuat he conuld-
ered hnsurmountable obuatacles. Liban-
Berry sidd nolhiing.

When they hoid climbed to o Dille
over reven thousnndg feeb, lee beygun o
form on thele rlgglng. Thelr elothing
LDecnme Inerusted In foe. Thelr npecd
hud  Ipnereased  to *rllghtly - over thirty
miles un hour, however, whleh was en-
cournglng Lo Stunberry. Like the high-
vr balloons at the tuké-off, they were
now moving In o slightly couthewsterly
direction, ,

A bllzeard roged anbout them, whip-
ping them with ley blasks whilelhh ehllled
to the bane, Yallslones s large as
murbles slushed thely numbd foeces, The
basket thook ne though 1t were o Jive
thing chuddering In the cold.

Gradunlly the gus in thelr bag con-
trocting from the ecold and the lce
forming on thely rigglng drove them
down to lower nltitudes. The cold woas
less bitter, but they were zo thoroughly
mizerable that they notleed “litle dif-
fercnee. Dale spllled ‘'more gaz from the
appendlx, although they had already
loat one-third of thelr supply, and they
approached earth agnin, A dork maes
of trees appeared In sllhouctie perhans
tiffecn hundred feet below. “flere's
where I'm qultting the roce,” sald Dale
savoagely. “Put the balloon down the
first cleared space you see.”

“If we touch worth once, we're dis-
quallfied. That doesn't mean o strike
with terrn firmu; the rules sald any
complete stop.”™

"Who'll know?” demanded Dale.

“I'll know.,” answered Stanberry with

asperity.  “There's your ehanee If yvou
want it. A mendow below., Dut ¥ think:
you'll do betler to stick. The race s
over at five o'clock.”

“"We won't win It, anyway,” snapped
the ather. He swung over the slde,
pripped the ring of his rip-cord,
dropped Into spame.  The ‘chute

and .
blos- |

drifting away toward the field. Stan- |
berry could dimly see Dale make o safe
landing befors he passed out of sipht ?..'J!
the southeast, |

All night lonp, Stanberry would rise

WHY PUT UP WITH
PIMPLES, WRINKLES
AND A SALLOW SKIN?

0 nmni,' woinen thraow  thei
charm and beauty away — look
years older than they are—bdeause
they neplect common constipation.
They forget. that badly balanees
meals, over a period of years, ca
hange how they look and feel.
Uften their menus Inck the *buli’
aecded  for regulur babits. The,
onstipntion, the beauty-killer, set
. Other effecty may be head
sches, histlessness, sleeplessnesu.,
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with u delicious cereal: Kellogye's
ALL-Hiran. It absorbs moistun
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dishes, ALL-Bray is guarantecd
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- losing Lils courape when

somed Into o white carnatlan and=—went --
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into the chill, moonlit night above the
clouds, and then, “valving” to lose gas,
sink inlo the despalring dorkness - be-
neath the black . canoples . of =ullen
clouds. . Muny tlmes he was zorely
temptled to _s5pl] his gos and seck u
lunding, HRemembrance of Mr. Huston's
dependence on him, however, made such
thought reem clicap,

Just ox dawn broke, he saw the broad
sweep of the Happuhannock Hiver be-
low him with brouder wrm  of
Chesapenke HBay uhead. Heyuu;:l that
glimmered i the distanee the rolling
gruy of the Atlontlc. Y¥e studied his
wel maps Incredulously, scarcely be-
Heving he could have travelled from
Plilsburgh, over Muryland, und to the
consl of Virginle In one nlght. ¥ily
maps, however, upheld hils own know-
ledge of the country. A town plittered
below  in the eurly mornlng sunlight,
and e opencd his wppendix rull, flling
the alr withh the nhlscons fumes of
hydrog=n gui.  The balloon  dropped
rapldly wun it defuted, und Hnally camne
to rest on o oguall, round aeroplane
Landing  fleld. Some early mecluniss
cume running up to mect hilm,

"Where om I?" demanded Stanberry.

ke

Weems, Virginke” one mechunic tald
hime “Wheresd you come from in that
cantraption?"

Slanberry told
whistled woftly.

The mechanies helped him empty the
luct of the pus from ‘Llu_- bug and roll
it for shipplng. A truck carrled b Lo
the truin. He telegraphed the commit-
Lee In churye of the ruce of hls des-
tination, and took the train for Pitt:-
burgh.

Dad Huston niet him at the traln, his
kindly old fuce wreathed In smiles, *Y
knew my balloon could win the raco’
he crled exuberantly. *“But ¥ guews bhe
greatest credit goes to the pllots. Ordera
hawe been
mormning =inc: the paper eame oub with
the news.
graphed me that he thinks my balloons
will be used In observatlon work In Lpot-
ting forest flres. Isn't that great?e

“Did T really win?™

"Haven't you read the papers?” asked
Dad Iluston in surprise,

stanberry shook hls  head, =miling.
"I've bren, making up lost sleep.”

“Where's Dale?”

Stahberry explained, trying to malc
ik an eany as he could for the deserter.
Dad Husten's face was grim, however,
when  he  had completed  his  recltal

him. “The mechanle

Stan, I'm moking you production man-
| aper instead of Dale.” sald the old man,

“It sn't just this race. It's an aottl-
tude of mind with Dale. Several Umes
I've been on the polnt of tiring him for
things get
rouph.™

CUWell
thourhtfal

afler a
to glve

sald  Stanberry
pause, “I'm  polng

Howing "ints the plank ull

And o congrezsman  tele--
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Dale half“of the prlee money, anyway.
He helped me getl through the hordest
hall of the race with hls Lnowledge of
navigation.™ L

Dad Huston cyed hils new production
mannger for o moment In sllence., "“You
are under no obllgatlon to glve Dale
anything," he sald, watching the other's
face. *“He forfeits all rights to  the
prize when he quit™

"Perhaps," safd Stanberry;  “but
don’t like to do things that way.™

Dad laughed =oftly. “You wouldn't
be the man I thought you were If you
dld.*
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Robby Jones woas belng plven his rirst
fllght In an oceroplane and oc'they pasg-
ed over his natlve city, at 3,000 fect,
the ‘plune ':;udd&rzly went Into o nosd
dive,

"Ha, hal—laughed the pllot. I bet
you Nty pec.cent. of the peaple down
there thought we were falllng.™

“Yey-yes,” sold hls passenger, "and
Afty per cent. of the people up here
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