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P." sald the officer fArmly, “you
hl?m;.i‘t monsy encugh to pay
: your way you can't alay in this
town. We've got plenty of tramps here
now.” . ‘ ‘.
“I'm no tramp,” protested the gaunt,
hollow-eged youth - daﬂmt.l_".:‘ *1T walked
seventeen miles t.u—dnj’mtrymrn.}ubln
the tire In-::tnnr

&4

*Those jobs were Nllod yesterday,” zald

the officer, "and there's no room here
for any more free boarders. Baorry,
buddy, but those'ro.. my.--orders.  You'll
have to travel™

¥ir took the young moan by the apm,
and after leading him for o moment,
gave him a aslight push The stranger
toodk m few stunthling ateps oand fell to
the pavement. He struggled weakly to
his feet, grasping a lamp post for sup-
part. The officer watched him, grin-
ning. “You're a good actor, bud,” ho
“but not good enough. Now,™
he went on hnn.h.ly “quit your stallingl
Beat 1™ ' ="

A zsmall car had stopped nL tha curl
near them a moment beforo. A roughly-
dressed man now clmbed vub of It and
watched curlously.

As the offlcer edvancpd toward him,
the young man foced wbout. “I'm no
tramp,” he repeated flercely. "Im loak-
ing for work., T'll r;ct out, ﬂnhr ]'. fec]l—

- feel Klnd 0 oo oo dogh P

Ceml ]

the car and got in.

- Tully. Pinally he held up o hand,

I slurled out™ to nnd some.

the newcomer, stepplng forward,

“Nothing.," replied the offlcer cynlc-

ally., “He's just another bum’ playing
for sympathy." ;
__Tho youlh's eyes flashed angrily. Tho
newcomer Blared abt the young fellow
inlently. “He doean't look lke = bBum
to me,"” he mald, briefly., “I'll toake care
of him, oflicer.
‘supposs you get In my car.'”

The youth healtaled. Sorue’ of the
deflance dled out of hls eyes and a
moment later he wolked unsteadlly to
“Y'll boe—all right—
in o minule,'” he sald ferkily. “I'm sort
of dls—' '

“Y¥eh, I know," growled the obther.
‘“When did you have your lpsb sguare
meal?™”

“Just before the Clvil War, Y think™
answersd the youth, grinning rainily.

The man grunted something unintel-
ligible and within a fow minutes the two
Were !_n;-lhed in a restaurmnt, As tha
youth ate, the man watched thought-
“Thal's

ull Tor now, lad, * he exld. “You've sur-

--‘pri.mdmurslnmn.chennugh_ ‘qui:.u.ﬂt

caich up all at once.”

There was o world of gratiiude l‘.ﬂ his
ceyes o5 the young man pushed back from
the table. “"Mbter,” he began, "“Y—*

“Dan't call me mister,” gald the man
grufrly. “I'm plaln Tam Shevin and X
want Lo kiow-something about you—your
name, uge, what gou've done and why
you're brylng to lve without cuting.”

The youth laughed, rather bLitterly.
*My name s Robert Hultton., YI'm twenly
years old, and last year ¥ wos o student
at Central Unlveruity. Dad's busin~uy
went on the roeks; so this year I stayved
home to help. But I couldn't get work
enough there to suppori even myself, uo
And,” he
concluded, “YI'm still looking.*

“Are you particulur about the kind of
work?" azked SBhavlin,

“No, sirl® xuld the goung man em-
phatically., *I'd do—"

“Well," Interrupted the other, "what

woltld you xay If Y offered you a pretty |

wood job at pretly good wages?”
"I'd—" began the youth exultantly, but

then hils better jJudgment eamea to the

fore. That kind of job was not belny

/

something wrong somewhere.. “What's
the calch?” he aaked, UHfelassly,

Hhavln laughed. “Listen, lad,” 'he
sald. "Y'm a foreman for the Whita
Conatruction Company., I'm in charge of
@ road lob fAfteen milled east of hera. The
timekeeper Y hud left this mornlng by
request. Ji# Inslsted on dolng things his
way lisledd of mipe. ¥ nead soame youny
Tellow who undersbayids figires and who
wll obey orders. We'll have o go see
Oregg—he's sécrelary of the company
but I can handle him, The jobll lust =l
stinnier,” : .

Tihw yauth made one last
“Why—" Hs fullered.
do this for me?"

“Ive been hungry myself,” sald the
olher almply.

pirobest.
*Why &hould you

They found Gregy at home_pnd < the

ALONG .CAME PAY DAY -

‘By E. A. GEE

Son.” he added, kindly,

offerdd {5 Witdrigers Unleas thard wad !

| trus, H. speedlly became submerged- In »
rising tide of thankfulness to his now-
found friend.

The ncxt momning Hution mnuh&j his
first cleor’ldea of the project on which
he was engaged. “We're bullding a road-
bed across that swamp,”. explalned the
foreman. *“We get our material for the
Nnll frony theas hills, Its state work,
and,” he whispered confdentially, “the
contract wonan't lot the regular way. Bl
White = o politician and he Axed b s0
the job ls gn & cost plus basais,

"Your , work,” he contlbued befare
Robert had digesied ' the }ast aiatement,
“is to check up on the men twice every
morning and twice overy aftemoon. Your
time book goes to headguarters -aw:ry
week. There are sixty-elght names on
the book now and the men arescaticred
for Lhnhe mile<s. Untll you geb ‘em local-
ed n.uu]i have lo keep moving, but afler
thab you'll have b soft.”™

Hoberl found the first trip difficult. e
locuted n fow men here, o small group
there. With the truck drivers constanbly
on the move, it was hard Lo check up on
them, und when the round was finished
there were sevelltven names not checked
off. ¥e would, Jobert thought, catch!
them'on the second round; but in splbe
of every effort not to mlss anyone, ho
wak eL] zeventeen short on that. round.

. i : ~..During - the afternoon_ Robert* hurried,
) : _ reTh " purtl =

ploces, he muade constant Inguirles, but
no one could help him. ¥t was with o
sense of deféal that he
Tourth round. ¥o¢ had fallen down on
the fob rlght at the start. ¥is xzpiriis
were Jow wd he wenl to the office,

Shoylin  listened gravely to Robert
stutement. “I't my fault,” he sxuld, con-
tritely. "X ghould have told you. 'Two
of those men ure Lringiny out u new
steam shovel., The obller fifteen ore—
sre—" ¥ looked shrewdly at Robert
und g moment luler began to amile. <o
great was hls rellef that the youngy man
alio smlled.  "“And 50 wsked Shov]in
Jovinlly, '\you haven't ‘any ldea wheére
those fifleen men were working, ¢h?”

“No, sir,” auld Robert, once more
troubled, *unless they were ot the other
end of the nll, across thot swamp, I
couldn't get over there.'

“Of course you couldn't.* Shevlin
laughed outright. “And that's just whero
they were—and will be. I'll check up on
em for you, and pou give 'em credt for
u day's work every day untdl ¥ tell yeu
ditferent.” He loughdd ogoin, “There's
no fAles an you, son” .

J'I.lth_nup;h Yobert dld not understand
the foreman s last. statement, he was too
grateful and too loyul to suspect any
irregularity In this procedure. ¥ils faith
and confidence In the foreman was im-
plicit. _

On SnLurdu:.r moming Shev]in told
Robert to fill out o weekly thme report,
showing the number of day's work each
man hod put In. “Shall I ineclude those
fifteen men?” asked Robert Innocently.

Shaviin elared at him In astonlshment
and then loaughed easily. -"Of course.
Quite a joker. arent youd” he grinned.

With no misgivings, Robert followed
orders. When Oregg brought out'n sheaf
of checks that afternoon, the yougn man
orted out those belanging to the fifteen
and looked guestioningly at the foreman.

MOlve ‘em to Gregy,” directed H]mulln
smiling hmmll:.'. “He'll handle ‘em.
This lad's an actor, Gregy. You'd never
think he know o thing.*™

Iobert maode no pretense of under-
standing the backslapping and joking
that followed. Teo etraightforward him-
salf to suspect wrongdolng In numn. he
stll had no susplelon that nll was not

finlshed  his'Y

rlnrr:-:

opensd his eyes.  Earky, In the day Bheoy-
lin quistly alipped & roll of bills into his
hahd Tobert stared In surprise,

“That's your cut for last week ™ grin-

ned the older man, walking away.
- Even now Robert did not fully under-
sland. All he realized ab first was that
something was wrong, GOradually affairs
Became clear to him. " Tlo saw that the
fifteenn men al thé other end of the fll
exisied only In hl-l Ume book; that thelr
checks were appropriated by Sheviln and
Oregg and In some”manner, cashed; thaf
Ik himself was a very vital participant
to the scheme, Fle saw why Sheviin
necded a Umekeeper who would: follow
ordera. With the mowledge his whale
world crumbled about hix ecars,

Ho went to the foreman's office at
noon. "I can't take this,” he sald, mis-
erubly, tosalng down um lorge roll -::.f
bills,

Bheviln's jaw droppged. “Aln't
enough?’ nsked the man indignantly,

Az Itobert shamefocedly tolkd how ne
hnd not realived what had' been golng on
and then quite simply =zald that he eould
not be o party to it, the -other's face
showed suceessively, ostonlshment, in-
dignation, and plty. ‘For o moment the
foreman was sllent. *“I thoughb" he
eald fAnally in .o grull lone, “you knew
what was up after your fNrst doy here.
But even if you didn't know, you don't
need to pel llke Y was a wife-bealer or
something. We aren't taking money from
poor people. The slules paying for this
und belleve me the xlate's wsed to (k.
But,” he shrugged his shoulders, “if you
nre dumb enough to pass up thls chance
ut casy money, that's h*nur hord luck, nng
mine. e

“Only,” he wdded, i an uELcrthmmhi.
“you'll have to keep wour mouth shut.’

The statement come to Xobert Uke n
thunderbalt. Untll that moment he hud
not reallecd that there was o furbher
problem  involved. Could ho, knowlng
the state was belng  robbed, remaln
..JI-'.-,pt*' The Joreman looked abt the youth

it
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“you're :mb l'.hlnkinu’ of Lumlm; sguealer,
are pou?’

He recelved hls answer from the aother's
eyes. He became violently wngr  He
borated -the —youny - man- merollessly s
belng disloyal ond Talthless. "And don't
think.” he concluded harshly, “you ecan
gct away with anything. Oreggy and I
have gol lols of ways of closing ynur
mouth."

His anger subslded ju= suddenly as lt
had risen. A hurt look came Inlo his
eyed.  "Aw, lad,)" pleaded Shevlin, “for-
geb thoce funny ldeas of yours. I'm nob
the zort to hold what YI've done for you
over your hewd; but 1t wouldn't be play-
Ing equure with.me for you to try Lo
tum e fi And you cerininly aren't
playlng square with yourself to got your-
201 known as o yellow dog. 'Think that
over for o dwy or zo, boy, before you do
m1:,rumur: rusiy"

Robert awa powerfully shoken. Durlng
one moment he saw the atfalr Shevlin's
way and durlng the next he wos hopo-
leesly confusad.

For two doays he Iﬂuh-ht his SHattle
Dorrng of thnes he made up his mind to
let matlers alone and Just os often heo
knew he could nobt. The foremans ouwn
wards, finally, townrd the end of the
secand day, cleared the alr for him.
Shevlin hod espoken of playlng squore.
Very gradunlly It eame to Robert that
no malter what the Immediate conse-
quences would be, he would not, in the
long run, be playing sguare by keepung
sllent—not with the state, not with him-
Lelf, ond least of all, not with Shevlin.
With o heavy heart he began looking for
the faremaon.

lIe found him upon o huge bouldor
that projected from the ground ot the

base of o steeply sloping bank of gravel.

It was from this bank that the steam
shovels were tking materinl for the NIL
The boulder, belng In the way and to)
for the shovels to_ handle, wos to
be broken up by dynoamite, Nobert
watched the foreman ploce severnl sticks
of dynamite ln a crevice en the rock,
prepare the eap and fuce, and pack a
mound of mud over the exploalve.

“He cut”that fuse awful aHort,” mul-
teredd o workmaon, near Robert.

e foremygn, completing his prepara-

us It should be. On the following Mon-
day, however, something happened that

tlons, called loudly for everyone to toke
cover, He Mt the fuse and jumped lz]-
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surely LD- the sleep bank. ¥le zank to
his knees 'in the gravel ond almoat In-
sltantly it begun to slide beneath him.

More cuine from anbove nwf.}m thig
rée, o largel

man could pull himselr
soction broke loose, swept down upon
him, and planed him helplessly against
tha boulder.

There was a grasp of horror from the
onlookers, as the foroman sirugyled
mightlly to free himself. Far o moment
Robert slood ws though petrified; then
he roced forwnrd. He heard Sheviin
order him back, .

Ile reached the bouldeér, and at the
risk of his life, jerked out the fuse fran-
tically, and hurled it from hbn. There
wis o groan of rellef from Shevlin,

A few minubes later the foreman walk-
ed rather wenkly Into his offlce. Yiohaert
followed him. *I'd—I'd do nlmost any-
thing for gou, Tom,” he zald brokenly,
“"but I just haven't the right to keop
gulet about—"* "

“Aw, plpe down,”
man, stil breathing heavily.
walt till I'm sure Y'miulive? I just got
through living Jforly years in forly
seconde.”  Jle mopped his farchond.

“Son,"” he contlnued carnestly, "whon
o man thinks he's all sct to cash In,
things that looked all right once begin
to look o lttle different. While that
fuse was sputtering in my Incf:, I begon
to pet lots of things stralghlened out,
And when I saw you run.up to pull out
that fuse, I finlshed stralghtening ‘em

?nu were right, Dob, and I wag

Y cnn handle Cregp and we're
turning back all we've collected.  TTow's
thnt?™
 “Your Job, Bob,” he sald, = moment
later, “ls to checkup on my ang. Well,™
he added, grinning, “from now on you
have ane more man Lo chicck up on. This
walking the chalk Hne 1s new stuff to
me and I might wabble*

growled the fope-
“*Coan't you

L

__"In spite of this eddy In which we are

—
e

‘80 MUCH A CLOVUT | SOME COAXING A COOD REASON

“Me father and o man named Dooley
have been ftghting for twenty years, but
now they've stopped.™

*Why? DId they bury ths hatchet?~

“No; they burled Dooley.”

f FFumous Boxer:

get . £50,000.°
Reporter: VI see.

sllver lning.".

_"Wln.- lase, or draw, I “So yvou've - bought o ocuar, hru.. you?
Do you drive It, or does }aur wife drive
| A

“hallher of us {Irlve.': it.

g

I;‘.'l.’cm'_ clout has a

We coax It
s

HOW COULD Yx? NO ¥YASSER

L1

Doakkeeper: “What {4 the boxs g col- ONE GOOD THING
lege =zon zo swelled up about?* -
Stenographer: “A life Insurance doc-
taor Just examined him oahid found him
O™ '
"What of that?"
"Well, gou zee, It's the only examinon-
tlon that he ever passed.’

“Your dlet should include
iron."”
“Dut, doctar, I haoven't o tooth In my,
head."
Py
“The fear of Ignorance ls one reason
why we—-get an educatlon.” — Harry

Emernon  YMoedick.

plenty of

“"Oo ensy: This hill's not 8o kafe.”

. "Can't slow down—the brakes are nod
uﬂrkln,g"

“"You don't mean to Hn}'—

"Oh. don't worny—tho
right.”

horn's all
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caught, this age 15 belder than the ages
of the past'—Iarcld Bell Wright.,
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Potatoes

GOOD COOKERS

Si

w0 mén went Into 4 low-voleed econfor-
ence. “I'm willing, - sald Qregy finally,

-to the youth, “to take Tonl's recommens=

We want o Umekeeper: wha'll
obey orders and who'll—"" ha healtated,;
“Who'll Uve and let Uve, QGet ma?

“I—I gueay 50" onswersd Tobert
vguasly.

“we'll geb along,” sald Sheviln, eheer-
Tully, *rhis'll be o gogd thing for all
of us. Amd now, Bob, IL!'.u Wo nml you

datica.
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. 13c
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plece—to—abeep™

Ai Shevlin drove toward the camp nt
the soclw of operutlons, Ilobert's grot]-
tude knew no bounds. ¥rom It ther:
* sprany ek utl onee o feeling of greal
loyylty uned utfection for Iils benefuclor.
It. wus Shevlin who gave Robert u tent
near the eamp kllehen for Hvlng quars
terd, who found extre blunkels for hiln,

-wark., If :.td'lral;. Mobert had u fuint sus-
plelon Ut ul¥ this wus too good to be

L
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