
THE NEW TANNERTHURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2010  5

No Referral Necessary

DE MELO CHIROPRACTIC
& WELLNESS CENTRE

Dr. Dave de Melo, Chiropractor
Dr. Jim Giancoulas, Chiropractor
Amy Spiers, Massage Therapist

(519) 853-3460

EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

• SAFE, GENTLE CHIROPRACTIC CARE
• COMPUTER GENERATED SPINAL ANALYSIS
• EMERGENCIES & WORKERS COMP ACCEPTED
• NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

25 Main Street North, Acton
 Across from Giant Tiger Plaza 9 Mill St. East, Acton • www.bluespringsspa.com • 519-853-8859

*  Bring in a copy of this ad to redeem specials. Available on regular priced 
services and not on products. Offer only available until October 10, 2010.
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SPA:
FACIAL SPECIAL - Enjoy a natural Dermalogica 
facial personalized to your skin type. Treatment 
includes cleansing, microfoliant, skin masque, toner 
and fi nishing cream.* $50Reg. $75.00

SALON:
RECEIVE A  FREE HAIRCUT
W I TH E VE R Y AVEDA  COLOUR AND/OR

H IGH LIGH T SER VICE, VALUED O VER $75.00* 

( VALUE 
$45.00)

Disappointing EQAO results at Acton schools
There are some “dis-

appointing” numbers 
in the recently released 
EQAO (Education Qual-
ity and Accountability 
Office) Grade three and 
six test results and Grade 
nine Academic math re-
sults in Acton schools. 
The results of manda-
tory tests written each 
spring across the prov-
ince provide a snapshot 
of students’ literacy and 
math skills.

At Robert Little School, 
where the Grade three 
reading, writing and math 
results are below both the 
Halton District School 
Board and provincial re-
sults, and down from last 
year, Principle Bob Tad-
man said the numbers are 
“disappointing.”

“It’s not a matter of 
making excuses - it’s 
another piece of infor-
mation that we use that 
makes us reflect on how 
we are doing our job,” 
Tadman said. The results 
report the percentages of 
students who preformed 
at Level one, equal to a D 
or lower, Level two, a C, 
Level three, a B - which 
is the provincial bench-
mark - and Level four, or 
an A.

Individual  s tudent 
numbers show that many 

students are almost at a 
Level three, and Tadman 
said the goal is to “bump” 
them up by determining 
what they need to learn 
and best way to give 
them the instruction.

While the numbers 
aren’t great, Tadman said 
he is “very heartened” 
by the work the teachers 
are doing and their level 
of commitment work-
ing together to improve 
student learning. While 
there is a gender gap at 
both the provincial and 
Board levels, with girls 
scoring higher than boys, 
the reverse is true at Rob-
ert Little where the Grade 
three boys outperformed 
the girls.

It is the second year 
Robert Little has been 
designated an OFIP 
(Ontario Focused Inter-
vention Partnership) 
school by the province 
which provides extra 
cash for professional 
learning for teachers, 
resources, literacy and 
numeracy coaches and re-
lease time for training to 
improve student achieve-
ment. Robert Little is a 
so-called “School in the 
Middle” indicating many 
of its Level two students 
are on the verge of Level 
three results. 

Tadman sa id  i t  i s 
“frustrating” that the 
additional help is not ap-
parent in the results and 
for educators who know 
that the EQAO results 
don’t tell the whole story 
of a student’s success. “Is 
it a fair representation? 
No, it isn’t. Is a good 
piece of evidence? Yes, 
especially when you see 
a trend,” Tadman said.

At McKenzie-Smith 
Bennett School Prin-
cipal Sharon French 
is “disappointed” with 
the Grade three EQAO 
reading and writing re-
sults which are below 
the Board and provincial 
levels. The Grade three 
math results jumped 13 
per cent from last year, 
topping both the provin-
cial and Board.

In Grade six, the MSB 
results were lower than 
the provincial and Board 
numbers in reading, 
writing and math – num-
bers that French called 
“stable” and include a 
five per cent increase in 
Level three writing from 
last year.

French said MSB was 
also designated as a 
“School in the Middle” 
and she said it is frustrat-
ing to focus hard last year 
to bring them along with 

help from a Board lit-
eracy consultant, yet not 
see the results in higher 
numbers. She noted that 
MSB has two self-con-
tained classes for special 
programming and those 
students’ results are fac-
tored in to the results, 
even if they are unable to 
write the tests and count 
as a zero.

French said they would 
look at those individual 
results to see if Level 
two-plus kids can be 
moved along, and they 
will encourage parents 
to support student learn-
ing.

A student survey - 
which French said also 
has “disappointing” re-
sults found that only 10 

per cent of Grade three 
students and six per cent 
of Grade six students 
read with a parent daily. 
Thirty-seven per cent 
of Grade threes and 48 
per cent of Grade sixes 
never read with a parent. 
Sixty-three per cent of 
the Grade three students 
watch four or more pro-
grams on TV after school, 
and 45 per cent of Grade 
six students watch more 
than two hours of TV 
after school.

French said the girls 
“solidly” outperformed 
the boys in reading, writ-
ing and math in both 
Grades three and six, a 
trend that has developed 
over the past five years 
at MSB.

At Acton High School 
where Grade nine math 
students are required to 
write an EQAO test, the 
percentage of Applied 
math students performing 
at Level three was higher 
than at the provincial and 
Board, but the Grade nine 
Academic results were 
below both the provincial 
and Board results.

P r inc ipa l  Dar l ene 
White said they are “very 
pleased” with the Ap-
plied results which show 
their training and learn-
ing strategies worked. 
Next steps include math 
coaches from the Board 
working in the class-
room with the teachers 
and students to improve 
learning.

Halton District School Board
 GRADE 3 GRADE 6

Reading Writing Math Reading Writing Math
Board 69 74 77 78 74 66
Province 62 70 71 72 70 61
Limehouse 72 94 83 NA NA NA
MSB 53 67 82 53 56 37
Robert Little 48 48 58 NA NA NA

Percentage of students achieving at Level Three or higher (Equal to a “B” or higher)

GRADE 9
Academic Math Applied Math

Acton District 
High School

77 61

Board 89 52

Province 82 40
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