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AND OPERATED

HOURS
Mon-Fri. 7:00am to 6:00pm
Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm

The Halton District School Board recently added 
eight properties to its list of surplus properties – mak-
ing a total of 15 – and will attempt to sell them to meet 
a Ministry of Education directive to reduce its holdings 
to be eligible for additional provincial funding for new 
capital projects.

The Board hopes to raise approximately $43-million 
dollars by selling the 55 acres. At the January, 7 meet-
ing, school board trustees voted to list the following 
properties:      

• Speyside P.S., Halton Hills, 4 acres, built in 1959, 
19,532 square feet

• Laurier elementary site, Milton, 4 acres
• Portion of General Brock HS, Burlington, 26.59 acres 

with approximately 15 acres to sell 
• Palmer elementary site, Burlington, 4.45 acres
• Parkway belt, Oakville, 5.37 acres  
• 1-Portion of White Oaks North campus, Oakville, 

16.47 acres with approximately 3 acres to sell 
• 2-Portion of White Oaks North campus, Oakville, 

16.47ac with approximately 10 acres to sell 
• Lorne Skuce PS, Oakville, 7 acres, built in 1953 
• Portion of McKenzie-Smith Bennett PS, Acton, 15.3 

acres, size to sell to be decided

School sites for sale

Mayor Rick Bonnett spoke at the assembly last Monday of his feelings of be-
trayal that the issue of MSB land sale would be raised again, pointing out that 
although the Town would have first chance to purchase the land, the Town of 
Acton purchased the land in 1958 which was then asbsorbed by the Halton 
School Board in 1969 or 70. It would amount to paying for the land twice.
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MSB not for sale...
Continued from Page 1

“Now is the time to 
work together and what 
we want to do is have the 
school board rescind this 
very ill conceived idea,” 
Bonnette said, noting the 
board made its decision 
with no input from any 
interested parties and he 
feels “betrayed.”

Bonnette said although 
the Town has first right 
of refusal to purchase the 
surplus site, it would be 
“morally wrong.”

“The old Town of Ac-
ton bought the school site 
in 1958 for $5,000, and in 
1969 or 1970 the site was 
absorbed by the Halton 
County School Board. 
We already paid for it – 
why would we pay for 
it twice,” Bonnette said, 

adding he hopes that 
“common sense” will 
prevail and the board will 
rescind its decision.

Acton Villa Soccer Club 
president Ian Watson ex-
pressed “astonishment 
and concern” with the 
proposed MSB lands 
and noted that the big-
gest external user of the 
fields at MSB is the soc-
cer club which now has 
over 1,000 active mem-
bers. He said on each of 
four nights every summer 
week, between 210 and 
270 children play on the 
MSB soccer fields.

Watson said the club 
has worked hard over the 
years to provide the Town 
with $150,000 to help 
build new superb soccer 
facilities and the club has 

had a good relationship 
with the school board that 
now seems to be making 
decisions that don’t show 
long-term planning and 
sense of community re-
sponsibility.

“So, this proposal is out 
of character for the school 
board as we have known 
them in the past and it 
does make you wonder 
about other decisions that 
may be considered in the 
future by these individ-
uals to whom we entrust 
the education and well-
being of our children,” 
Watson said.

He criticized the school 
board for not selling the 
vacant Speyside School 
property, allowing it to 
crumble and deteriorate 
and lose value and now 

attempting to sell a por-
tion of the MSB site that 
is used by many citizens 
of the town.

Melissa Secord, chair 
of the MSB school coun-
cil said they are baffled 
why the school board 
would stress daily fitness 
while reducing the play-
ground area and deeply 
disappointed by the de-
cision and the fact it was 
made with no stakeholder 
input.

“We understand the 
difficult decisions the 
school board must face 
in managing its growth 
and accommodation. But 
it should not be made on 
the backs of out students 
who actively use their fa-
cilities. This is not a half 
empty school,” Second 
said, noting enrollment 
is over 700 students.

T h e  M S B  s c h o o l 
council met with school 
board officials last night 
to express their concerns 
about losing their “field 
of dreams,” and Secord 
said they asked a lot of 
questions but didn’t get 
a lot of answers.

“We want to know 
what rights we have and 
what options are avail-
able to us,” she said, 
adding they’ve formed a 
sub-group of the school 
council to deal with the 
issue and lobby school 
board officials.

“That property is loved 
and used and we are very 

passionate and emotional 
– but still professional – 
about saving it,” Secord 
said, adding people can 
help the fight to save the 
land by logging on the 
council’s website – ms-
bcouncil@hotmail.com 
– and the school’s Face-
book page.

Former Acton Council-
lor Norm Elliott, looking 
at the large crowd that 
included quite a few 
children, was pleased by 
the “grassroots reaction 
to insensitive bureau-
cracy.” He said nine years 
ago the potential sale of 

MSB lands was probably 
one of the most incendi-
ary issues of the day that 
galvanized the commun-
ity to ask the board to 
reconsider.

Comparing the com-
munity versus the school 
board as a “David and 
Goliath” battle, Elliott 
said it was very admirable 
when people put together 
this sort of outrage to ask 
the board to reconsider.

On Monday night , 
Town Council asked staff 
for a report on the status 
of all school property in 
Halton Hills.


