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155 Main St. S. Rockwood
519-856-0803
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Second HandShop
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Open Tuesday - Saturday 11-5
CASH OR CHEQUES ONLY PLEASE.

OUR CUSTOMERS SAY WE’RE 
THE MOST INTERESTING STORE 

OF ITS KIND
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ROCKWOODThe

Miller
By Rebecca Ring

Skating on outdoor ice rinks 
is truly a Canadian tradition. 
Every community should 
have at least one. Lloyd Dyer 
made sure Rockwood had a 
couple, one for skating and 
one for hockey, since 1967. In 
the park named for him, the 
tradition continues thanks to 
enthusiastic volunteers.

Ken Cornelisse has been 
flooding and shovelling the 
rinks for four years now. He 
started by helping out Steve 
Slavin, who had to stop due 
to physical issues. Cornelisse 
assumed the responsibility 

and is now helped by seven 
others. One helper is earning 
her community service cred-
its at school.

The changing weather has 
affected the process, as it 
depends on below freezing 
temperatures. Cornelisse 
says, “Last year was difficult 
because the temperatures 
kept fluctuating above and 
below freezing. People didn’t 
come out as much because 
they didn’t know if the ice 
was ready or not. This year 
we had a very late start but 
the forecast looks good for 
the next ten days.” He “was 

very satisfied to see” that the 
rinks were busy last weekend, 
with as many as 36 skaters on 
both at one time.

Guelph/Eramosa Township 
owns the rinks. Last year, 
staff proposed a policy for 
volunteers, which is currently 
being revised. Cornelisse 
says that Council agrees it 
was unnecessarily restric-
tive and adds that the new 
Council is very supportive 
and interested in finding 
solutions, saying, “They are 
keen on getting ice rinks built 
and keeping a good volunteer 
base in the community.”

Cornelisse is trying to get 
the word out that the rinks at 
Lloyd Dyer Park are ready. 
He and the other volunteers 
flood them once or twice 
every night after 10 PM. The 
lights are on for the public to 
skate and play hockey until 
then.

By Rebecca Ring
 
As part of every regular 

meeting, council is asked to 
approve accounts payable 
for the township for each pe-
riod. Councilor Reta Moyer 
questions this process. She 
stated she called Manager of 
Finance Linda Cheyne and 
asked about the water tower 
costs being paid out to plan-
ning, legal and engineering 
firms totalling $373,247.57. 
Cheyne explained the town-
ship will recover these costs. 
Subdivision developers will 
be billed for 77%, as that is 
the percentage of new us-
ers, whereas the township 
pays 23%, which represents 
the percentage of existing 
users.

Councillor John Scott 
asked Cheyne when the 
township would be paid 
back these recoverable costs. 
Cheyne advised these fees are 
paid according to the agree-
ment with the firms “with a 
provision to bill out,” adding 
that the fees are recovered in 
development charges. 

Scott asked again when 
they will be paid back, and 
Cheyne responded, “Bills go 
out once a month.”

Moyer stated, “We’re act-
ing as a vehicle for carrying 

financial burden” and asked 
if interest is charged from 
the time money is paid out 
until the time it is received. 
She joked that she would like 
someone to carry her mort-
gage and credit card debt 
interest free for awhile. 

Mayor Chris White re-
sponded, “On February 7 
we’ll go through the financial 
process. There are no carry-
ing costs.”

Moyer responded that ac-
cording to the Municipal Act, 
the township can charge up 
to 15% interest to developers 
and apologized for being new 
to council. “The solution is 
to sit down and go through 
the process with Finance,” 
White said, to which Moyer 
brusquely replied: that should 
have been done when it was 
requested weeks ago.

Councillor Roger Knapp 
asked Cheyne if it’s possible 
to see accounts payable and 
accounts receivable once a 
month, saying, “It is easier 
to authorize these payments 
if both sides of the balance 
sheet are known.” She re-
plied that council has not 
received them in the past. 
White commented, “As ques-
tions come forward, we can 
get information for the new 
council members.” Moyer 
reiterated that a meeting to 
get additional information 
to discuss matters for mak-
ing decisions was requested 
weeks ago.

Scott replied, “You are 
asking us to approve some-
thing we’re totally ignorant 
of,” with Knapp adding, “We 
don’t know.” White asked if 
they were willing to incur 

interest charges by deferring 
the accounts, to which Moyer 
responded, “I am personally 
liable for my decisions and 
the information I need is not 
readily available.” “It is al-
ways available with Linda,” 
stated White. Moyer pointed 
out the Municipal Act states 
that councillors are not sup-
posed to individually run to 
staff with questions.

 Councilor Doug 
Breen offered a solution to 
“pull out any specific worries 
and pass the rest.” But Clerk 
Janice Sheppard advised, 
“These were all approved in 
the last budget.” 

Scott responded, “I have 
no problem with pre-ap-
proved budget items. We 
can work on the knowledge 
function later.”

Cheyne explains she has 
not had time to meet with 
council yet as her department 
is working on year-end tasks 
and putting a new software 
system in place. Moyer, who 
asked for a recorded vote 
complained “It is not you and 
the new system delays that 
are causing my problems. 
Past practices are influenc-
ing what is happening now. 
I don’t accept past practices 
as necessarily appropriate 
now.” 

Moyer voted against ap-
proving the payment of 
$543,507.75, while White, 
Breen, Scott and Knapp ap-
proved it. Knapp later said, 
“We have to know both sides 
of the balance sheet. I’m not 
micromanaging finance but 
I have to be comfortable. 
We’ve already approved al-
most one million dollars.”

Volunteers keep rinks running

New councillors uncomfortable 
with processing of accounts

LEARNING TO SKATE: Kaleigh Johnston, Alexa and Mackenzie Paton are having 
a great time learning to skate on the outdoor rink at Lloyd Dyer Park last Sunday. 
Rebecca Ring Photo

Castle’s
 TeaBerry Cafe

111 Main St., Rockwood  
(519) 856-0188

Reservations Accepted
Fully Licensed

Sweetheart Dinner
Saturday February 10th

Dinner includes:
Choice of Soup or Salad to start 

Choice of Entree
Oven Roast Rib Eye of Beef w/Yorshire

 Pudding 
Crab stuffed Full Breast of Chicken

Fresh Stuffed Atlantic Salmon Fillet with 
Hollandaise

Veal Cutlet Parmigiano
Choice of Dessert

Tea or Coffee

$34.95 /person
Entertainment by Jazz Guitarist Jerry McKay


