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Georgetown Kia Motors   
 905-877-7818

DO 

BUSINESS 

WHERE 

BUSINESS 

IN BEING 

DONE

OVER 400 

PRE OWED 

VEHICLES 

AVAILABLE

www.georgetownkia.com

Archie Braga

315 Queen St.E.
Acton, Ontario 
519-853-4694 

Call Guelph office to book your appointment 
(519) 836-8111 with Pamela Ashton

www.arnoldhearing.ca

ARNOLD HEARING 
CENTRES

77 Westmount Rd. #104, Guelph Ontario N1H 5J1 (519)836-8111

25 MAIN ST. N. ACTON

Hearing Health Services:
• Hearing tests • 

Programming
• Battery Sales • Fitting 
• Repairs • Counselling

M.Sc. (A),Aud(C),
Reg. CASLPO 

We now have audiology services available in Acton 

Debbie Booth, 
Audiologist, 

Alternate Wednesdays 
 See you Feb 15th

10 am - 4pm

Thompson Wellness Centre

Pamela Ashton 
BC-HIS Hearing 
Instrument 
Specialist 

Group 

FREE 
SEMINAR.
How to maximize 
your retirement years.

Want to learn more about Retirement & 
Income Planning? Please join us for this 
informative session.
Guest Speaker:
Fred Allen Bsc. F.P
Scotia McLeod

Date:  Thursday, February 9
Time:  7:00pm-9:00pm
Location: Acton Arena and Community Centre

Seating is limited.
Call to reserve a space: 

Scotiabank- Acton Branch
519-853-2420

Life. Money. Balance both. TM 

TM Trademarks of the Bank of Nova Scotia

LET US 
WELCOME 

YOU!
Our Hostess 

will bring gifts and 
greetings, along with 
helpful information 

about your new 
community.

Call Betty Ann
853-1944

New doctor to open office in Acton
By FRANCES NIBLOCK

The New Tanner

A good first impression 
helped Dr. Dhanya Jayal-

ath choose Acton to locate 
her new family practice, 
and the doctor will open 
a full-time office at the 
Acton Medical Centre in 
September.

Last October, Dr. Jay-
alath toured Georgetown, 
Acton and Milton, the three 
Halton municipalities des-
ignated by the province as 
under-serviced areas for 
family physicians.

At that time she said this 
area appealed to her and 
her husband, who have 
three sons, because of its 
area, but also closeness to 
the city.

In  an  in te rv iew on 
Monday from her home 
in London, where she is 
completing her residency at 
the University of Western 
Ontario, Dr. Jayalath said 

she liked Acton from that 
first visit.

“Everyone was so wel-
coming –  the  mayor, 
the doctors at the Acton 
Medical Centre and the 
recruitment co-ordinator 
– I felt that the need (for a 
doctor) was great in Acton, 
and I felt in my heart that 
I would like to work in 
Acton,” Dr. Jayalath said, 
adding after several more 
visits and long discussions 
with her husband, who 
works at the airport, they 
decided Acton was their 
choice.

“Acton is like a small 
place, but it’s not very 
remote and all those things 
made me feel that I would 
like to work there – I really 
want to work for a com-
munity that really needs a 

CHECKING OUT ACTON: Dr. Dhanya Jayalath and her husband Jude checked out 
the town and area in October before deciding to locate here. The couple is flanked 
by left to right, Halton recruitment coordinator Angela Sugden-Praysner, committee 
member Heather Scotland and Mayor Rick Bonnette. - Francis Niblock photo
doctor,” she said, adding 
she had a lot of choices, 
including Georgetown and 
Milton, but she was “at-
tracted” to Acton.

Dr. Jayalath, who first 
learned of Halton and 
Acton during a physician 
recruitment fair and asked 
for a tour, said she likes 
family practice because she 
can treat the young and old, 
men and women and can 
deal with a wide variety of 
medical issues.

Dr. Jayalath, who worked 
as a physician in Sri Lanka 
for 15 years, completes her 
residency program in July, 
and then must write exami-
nations. She will also apply 

for hospital privileges at 
Georgetown hospital, a 
mandatory condition of 
her contract and join Dr 
McWilliam and Dr.  Alsha-
karji at the Acton Medical 
Centre on Mill Street.

Dr. Jayalath said her fam-
ily will move to this area, 
and they are “seriously con-
sidering” buying a house in 
Acton.

While Halton’s physician 
recruitment team can boast 
some success, attracting 
50 family practitioners to 
Halton in the past three 
years – 13 to Halton Hills 
– this is the first doctor for 
Acton, that faces the most 
acute need.

Halton’s physician re-
cruitment co-ordinator 
Angela Sugden-Praysner 
said Halton Hills is still 
short five physicians – 
Acton still requires two 
or three additional fam-
ily practitioners – to meet 
the accepted Ministry of 
Health ratio of one doctor 
for 1,380 people.

Doctors  locat ing in 
under-services areas are 
eligible for special incen-
tives including grants and 
tuition coverage. As well, 
a new incentive program 
from Halton Healthcare 
Services, which has taken 
over Georgetown Hospital, 
will offer interest-free loans 
and relocation funds to the 
first three family doctors 
who locate in Acton.

Mayor Rick Bonnette said 
after so many “close calls” 
with doctors who toured 
Acton, but ultimately chose 
to locate elsewhere, this 
is “positive, great news.” 
“Our work is not done, 
however,” Bonnette said on 
Monday, adding the physi-
cian recruitment committee 
is still hard at work to try 
to attract more doctors to 
Acton.


