Toyota's 2009 RAV4 SUV has a very big Canadian connection
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One of the biggest automotive stories,
literally, in Canada is currently unfolding
in Woodstock, Ont.

That’s the site of the gigantic, new
Toyota assembly plant that is now starting
to roll out its first product, the 2009 RAV4
compact SUV.

The current generation RAV4 and the
Woodstock plant site were both launched
in 2006. In fact, the Canadian debut of the
RAV4 took place where the facility now
stands.

With RAV4 North American produc-
tion shifting to Ontario, a few changes
have been made in what amounts to a
mid-life refreshing that results in two
engine/transmission and three trim level
(Base, Sport, Limited) choices for six basic
combinations. If you add in optional
packages, there are 14 ways to order a
RAV4 from Woodstock.

The biggest change is an all-new 2.5-
litre inline four-cylinder engine that pro-
duces 179 hp (up 13 hp) and 172 lb/ft (up
7 1b/ft) of torque over the 2.4-litre engine
in the 2008 RAV4. And better, the new
engine is almost five per cent more fuel
efficient at 9.7/7.2/8.61L/100 km city/high-
way/combined compared to
10.1/7.7/9.0L/100 km for the 2.4-litre.
Standard transmission is an electronic
four-speed automatic.

The other engine is a 3.5-litre, DOHC
V6 with 269 hp and 246 lb/ft of torque
delivering 11.1/7.7/9.6L/100 km city/high-
way/combined. The transmission here is
an electronic five-speed automatic.

The 2009 Toyota RAV4 features a number of mid-cycle changes and is now being
produced at Toyota’s huge new assembly facility in Woodstock, Ont.

All RAV4s come with what Toyota calls
its Active Torque Control four-wheel-drive
that is actually more of a “slip and grip”
all-wheel-drive system that has a coupling
placed just in front of the rear differential.
Based on where the sensors find traction
is the best, the coupling is electromagneti-
cally activated if torque to the rear as is
needed. In most cases, the RAV4 will be
running in a front-drive mode and that, in
turn, helps conserve fuel consumption.

IT'S HERE. SHOULDN'T YOU BE?
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The four-cylinder can tow up to 1,500
1b and the V6, 3,500 lb.

The 2009 RAV4 was launched in
Windermere in the heart of Muskoka in
what should have been a glorious fall set-
ting if it hadn’t been for a day of grey skies
and intermittent rain, heavy at times.

One of the exercises to show off how
much more virile the new 2.5-litre is,
involved a closed stretch of road with a
2.5-litre in front of a 2.4-litre. The object
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was for both drivers to hit the gas pedal at
the same time to see how much better the
newer engine performed. Well it wasn’t
dramatic, but the 2.5-litre did have the
legs on the 2.4-litre.

Roads in this part of the world are
heavily crowned so all the water from
snow and rain can wash off swiftly. But
this also means you can't lose concentra-
tion because frost heaves and rashes of
cold patching can yank the steering out of
your control.

Luckily, all 2009 RAV4s are equipped
with Vehicle Stability Control (VSC)
incorporating traction control. This is
integrated with electric power steering for
surprising precise steering. With all sys-
tems working, there was no sense of get-
ting out of shape.

In adverse conditions like heavy
or ice, a switch can turn off the VSC.

Braking is by four discs with ABS, elec-
tronic Brake Force Distribution (EBD) and
Brake Assist.

On the wet Muskoka roads, that RAV4
stopped and cornered as you expect but
with the short wheelbase and the relative-
ly high seating position, taking hard cor-
ners at anything about the speed limit
would have foolhardy. There was slight
body lean but nothing untoward, such is
the sophistication of today’s road holding
technologies.

Now on sale across Canada, the base
2.5-litre RAV4 carries a starting price of
$26,500 with the Sport starting at $30,165
and Limited at $31,635. Suggested start-
ing prices for V6-equipped models are the
Base at $29,100, Sport at $31,920 and
Limited at $33,890.

See TOYOTAS, pg. 4
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The totally redesigned 2009 TL. Take a test drive at Erin Mills Acura now.

STARTING FROM 53 9 9 9 O MSRP*  MONTHLY LEASE PAYMENT 36 MONTHS: $5 4 8
)

/MONTH

$3,700 DOWN PAYMENT

5 9% LEASE APR
o UPTO 36 MONTHS'

| ERIN MILLS ACURA

3025 Woodchester Dr.,M|SS|ssauga ON ° 905 828- 5800 | 877 24| 6827





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


