
Happy Birthday
Catharine Hancock

Oct. 11, 2008

Love…your family

90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90

90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90

Happy 
Birthday

Rob!

Love Mom & Family

Congratulations
John and Cecilia Gibs on

on your
60th Wedd ing 
Annivers ary
1948 - Oct. 16 - 2008

Please join us for a 
drop in tea on 

Saturday, October 11, 2008 
from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

at Holy Cross Church Hall, 
224 Maple Ave., Georgetown

Best  wishes only.
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Students at Acton District High School
got to see a different side of the five local-
area hopefuls for next week’s federal elec-
tion at an all-candidates meeting last Friday.

Wellington-Halton Hills candidates gath-
ered for a debate in the
school’s cafeteria with
about 200 students in
attendance that started
off with a question and
answer format.

Seated at tables on a stage, the candidates
were asked to say something positive about
the person sitting to their left and all five
were gracious in their characterization of
the competition.

The audience also learned through a
query from the student moderator the type
of vehicles each of the candidates drive. 

Conservative incumbent Michael Chong
and Liberal foe Bruce Bowser both own late-
model Volvos, while Green Party candidate
Brent Bouteiller has a Toyota Echo, NDPer
Noel Duignan drives a Ford Focus and
Jeffery Streutker from the Christian Heritage
Party is the owner of a Toyota Corolla with
470,000 kilometres on its odometer.

The candidates were asked what their
party’s stance was on global warming and
the discussion then involved questions from
students.

A student named Dallas wondered why
politicians refer back to 1990s figures when
discussing the environment, when they
should be looking to the future to prevent
possible irreparable damage to the planet.

Bouteiller responded, saying those fig-
ures are used as a measuring stick when set-
ting goals and objectives to reducing emis-
sions.

Bowser, who pointed out that the state of
the environment was found to be the num-
ber one concern amongst youths today, was
criticized, along with his party, by Duignan
for not placing a number on what emission

reductions would be.
A question

posed to all candi-
dates about voting
against their own

party led to Bowser
quizzing Chong on why he resigned from
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s cabinet last
year after Chong disagreed with the Tory
position on Quebec’s status within Canada.

Chong received the loudest applause of
the hour-long debate for his answer, stating
that he didn’t feel turning his back on his
party was beneficial to anyone.

The NDP’s Duignan mused about the
irony of Wall Street having “embraced
socialism” in light of the recent bank
bailouts in the U.S., while also pondering
the future and nature of the economy.

Another student asked Streutker what
the CHP’s opinion was on gay rights, and he
responded by stating, “Marriage is for one
man and one woman for life, and that
excludes all others, including polygamist
marriages.”

That comment touched off a number of
other questions from students in disagree-
ment with Streutker’s comments.

“It’s your right to put an X beside my
name,” he responded.

Conservative candidate Michael Chong (centre) and New Democratic Party hopeful
Noel Duignan ponder a question from an Acton High School student during Friday’s
all-candidates meeting at the school. Students got a chance to question the five
candidates vying for the Wellington-Halton Hills seat.          Photo by Eamonn Maher

Election hopefuls show 
different side to Acton
High School students

Ontario’s stumbling economy was in
sharp focus during a Wellington-Halton
Hills all-candidates debate Monday night.

Four of five candidates turned out for the
Guelph Mercury-sponsored event (Christian
Heritage Party candidate Jeffery Streutker
did not attend), fielding a steady and varied
stream of questions from an audience of
about 100, made up mostly of people over
50. The discussion remained cordial
throughout the night, with a surprising
amount of agreement between candidates on
a number of key issues.

But on the economy and what to do to
safeguard it from a mounting financial crisis
south of the border, there was much differ-
ing opinion. Conservative Michael Chong
urged voters to stay the course and allow the
Stephen Harper Conservatives to continue
running the country in what he called a fis-
cally responsible manner. His opponents

naturally cautioned against such a move,
saying Harper has been largely indecisive on
the looming economic crisis.

Liberal candidate and political newcomer
Bruce Bowser said the Tories’ $60-billion
promise falls far short of the more than
$120-billion infrastructure deficit in this
country. Chong countered by suggesting
that 13 straight years of Liberal rule con-
tributed to the infrastructure problem.

The Green Party’s Brent Bouteiller
sketched out an economic plan that includ-
ed both a strong economy and a strong envi-
ronment. 

New Democratic Party candidate Noel
Duignan agreed that a “new, green econo-
my” must be the way of the future. He said
Ontario’s automotive sector must make dra-
matic changes in order to produce the kinds
of cars that people want to drive. 

—Torstar News Service

Fresh off a Wellington County Federation
of Agriculture debate the previous night, all
were ready for a question on incentives to
agri-business. 

Streutker proposed revamping the quota
system, while Bouteiller looked to a new
European co-op system as a possibility. He
added that farmers should be provided their
fair share of the dollars for the product they
produce with emphasis on consumers buy-
ing locally-produced food. 

Bowser agreed Canadians should be
encouraged to buy Canadian and suggested
grants for farmers to spend on “greener”
operations and equipment purchases.

Chong said the federal government’s $1.5
billion/year sent to the provinces is still not
enough, but admitted he was uncertain how
to fix it in the long-term. He added in the
short-term Canadians have to protect existing
farmlands from disappearing under housing.

Health care got a lot of air time too with a

variety suggestions to improve wait times,
train more doctors and overall preventative
health care. All agreed wait times needed to
be improved with blame being directed at
actions by previous parties— Conservatives,
Liberals and NDP. 

Streutker supported privatization of
health care, Bouteiller suggested internation-
al doctors should be fast-tracked through a
mentoring process. Bowser said the Liberal
infrastructure funding includes dollars for
new hospitals and medical centres. Chong
favoured the new primary health care sys-
tem, which places doctors on a salary with a
focus on preventative health care.

The candidates will be attending an all-
candidates meeting tonight (Wednesday), 7
p.m. at the Puslinch Community Centre in
Aberfoyle. The Federation of Agriculture-
Halton will host an all-candidates meeting
tomorrow (Thursday) at Halton Place, 9328
15 Sideroad. Doors open at 7 p.m. with the
debate starting at 7:30 p.m.

Chamber meeting draws sparse crowd
Continued from pg. 1

Liberal candidate Bruce Bowser (second from left) responds to a question during
Friday’s Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce-sponsored all-candidates meeting at
North Halton Golf and Country Club. Fellow candidates (from left) Brent Bouteiller
(Green), Michael Chong (Conservative) and Jeffery Streutker (Christian Heritage)
wait their turn to answer. Photo by Ted Brown

EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

Economy main topic at Guelph meeting



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


