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When asked to name our favorite restaurant, cafe,
or shop, we almost always cite a unique local business
(look at the results in our Readers’ Choice as proof).
We embrace the idea of distinctive businesses with
local character, but often forget their survival depends
on our patronage. It is easy for us to get so consumed
by efficiency that we forget how much of our lives we
spend eating out, shopping, and doing other business.
We owe it to ourselves to consider the quality of our
experience, and ask if we benefit when we choose a
community-based business.  Local owners with much
of their life savings invested in their businesses have
a natural interest in the long-term health of the
community. Community-based businesses are
essential to charitable endeavors, frequently serv-
ing on local boards, and supporting a variety of
causes. Yes, there are some corporate chains that
give back to towns in which they do business,
but anyone who raises funds for local non-prof-
its will tell you that independents are their
base of support. So... support your neigh-

bors... support our community,  shop smart... shop our
local stores!
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INSIDE

The Halton Jr. B

Bulldogs will begin the

Ontario Lacrosse Asso-

ciation playoffs M
onday

in Oakville. See Wed-

nesday’s edition for full

game details.

WEDNESDAY...

The stores may be closed tomorrow (Saturday) but there

is stil
l going to be plenty to do as both Acton and Glen

Williams communities host Canada Day parties.

The day gets under way in Glen Williams at 8 a.m. with a

Pancake Breakfast, followed by Fun Runs and the annual

baseball game between the Townies and Councillors.

Children’s games start at 10 a.m. followed by the popular

noon parade. 

Opening ceremonies start about 1

p.m. when the Glen Citizen of the Year

and winner of the Best Decorated House

are announced.  Games, an eclectic

music concert, pet show and the Duck

Race round out the afternoon activities.

Meanwhile the day kicks off in

Acton’s Prospect Park at 6 p.m. with

Concert in the Park. This includes the

Second Annual Acton Idol Contest and

songs from headliner Alysha Brooke per-

forming county and western tunes along

with Jamie Thorne.  

Yuk Yuks’ Jeff McEnery will also pro-

vide stand-up comedy as well as be the Master of

Ceremonies for the Acton Idol Contest.  

The Acton Fire Fighters Association provides the explo-

sive finish to the day with a fireworks show, also in Prospect

Park. The free event gets under way at dusk. The firefight-

ers, who are promising their largest, loudest and brightest

display ever, will be passing their helmets for donations to

help pay for their annual birthday gift to the community.

St. Alban’s Church in the Glen will also be holding a fire-

works display at dusk. It’s a
lso a free will offering. 

The Independent & Free Press office will be closed

Monday, July 3 for the holiday and will reopen Tuesday,

July 4 at 8:30 a.m.

REFINANCING?

PURCHASING?

BOB WOODS 

Mortgage Specialist

(905) 877-5211

*Rate subject to change

360 Guelph St., Georgetown

5.25%
5 year fixed5.25%

(905) 873-1655
354 Guelph Street, Georgetown

APPLE
Auto Glass®

•Truck Accessories •Upholstery

•Heavy Equipment Glass •Window Tinting

GEORGETOWNCHRYSLER

We handle all

insurance

work.

ACTON 

 
TORONTO

Visit the Olde Hide House in Acton this Canada Day for 

unbeatable savings in Leather Fashions, Accessories 

and Fine Leather Furniture.

Plus, this is the FINAL WEEKEND to save on selected 

leather floor models, cabinetry, discontinued styles 

and warehouse overstock

ACTON LOCATION

OPEN SAT. JULY 1st

Proud to be Canadian 70%Up to

Off 
msr

Canada Day

parties set 

for Glen, Acton

ALYSHA

BROOKE

Pitching against the team he grew up cheering for, Washington Nationals

hurler Shawn Hill of Georgetown, dueled with Toronto Blue Jays’ starter Ted

Lilly W
ednesday for four innings before Toronto broke out for four runs and

eventually won 6-1. Hill was pulled after the fifth
 inning, but made the

dozens of hometown supporters, who came to watch him pitch in person in

the big leagues, proud. See story page 17. Photo by Eamonn Maher

Hill on the hill

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

... EXCLUSIVELY SERVING 

THE READERS OF HALTON HILLS

The Independent & Free Press is your source for local news,

regional news, upcoming events & sports. 

Delivered to every home every Wednesday and Friday.

905.873.0301
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I SHOP LOCAL
Halton Hills’ Community Newspaper

A GOOD REASON TO

SHOP LOCAL
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Gold Book
Local Directory

ASK THE GORILLA.

WHY ARE SO MANY LOCAL BUSINESSES

JOINING ?

Call 310-GOLD or email sales@goldbook.ca to find out more.

Dr. Gurpreet Gill, Eagle Ridge Dental CareGold Club MemberCOMPLETE  M ARKETING

PACKAGE
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• Website With FREE Monthly Updates

• Newspaper Special Offers

4 Home, Lawn and Energy, Wednesday, October 31, 2007 

As the heat of the summer winds down
to eventually give way to fall rains, it's now
the perfect time to start thinking about
applying a stain to your deck to protect it
against the oncoming punishment of our
harsh Canadian winter. 

Contrary to what many homeowners
currently believe, experts say the late sum-
mer or early fall is the best time to apply a
protective stain to your deck. 

According to Philip Caron, technical
trainer at Sico Paints, the late summer or
fall is the ideal time for a stain application
of your wood surfaces. "A lot of people are
not aware that the spring is not the best
time to apply stain to wood surfaces such
as a wood deck," says Caron. "You have to
give your surfaces the time to properly dry
and recover from the excess humidity left
by the ice and snow."

So to rejuvenate and protect your deck
for this winter season, take advantage of a
beautiful sunny fall afternoon and try
these following helpful tips to give your
deck a face-lift. 

Surface preparation
"The ultimate fine finish and durability

of your staining project begins with the
proper preparation of the surface,"
explains Caron.

For wood that requires 
routine maintenance

The first step is to clean the surface with
an exterior wood restorer such as Formula
22, to eliminate loose grey wood fibres and
stains caused by mildew, dust and moss.
Let the solution work for about 15 min-
utes. Rinse the surface with a pressurized
clean water jet. Let the surface dry for 2-3
dry sunny days. Sand the surface to remove
any residue. If the wood is new it must be
sanded to eliminate glazing from the plan-
ning process during manufacturing. 

For wood that requires
stripping beforehand

For wood previously stained, painted or
varnished, strip the stained surface with
the exterior remover Polyprep or Formula
44, a softer acting stripper especially for-
mulated for exterior wood surfaces with
stains that are deteriorating and already
peeling. Rinse, then let dry and sand the
surfaces. It is important to use 80 grade
sandpaper as any grade lower will lead to
poor results. 

Staining
Sico's alkyd translucent exterior wood

stain will take care of almost any and all of
your exterior wood care needs. This stain
is a beautifully effective product for several
exterior applications. 

"Gone are the days of buying different
products to stain your shutters, balconies,
decks and fences," says Caron. The multi-
surface stain allows do-it-yourselfers the
ability to complete almost all of their exte-
rior wood staining projects simply and
efficiently with one product. 

Caron says the translucency of the stain's
finish creates a very "trendy wet look" and
highlights the beauty of the wood grain. "It
adds unparalleled richness and depth to
exterior wood, including popular and rich
grains such as Cedar and Sequoia." 

The stain, which is offered in 24 exquis-
ite wood colours, also provides superior
durability. "The specialty selected alkyd
resins formula creates a water resistant
micro-porous film that provides
unequalled protection against weather and
UV rays and makes it exceptionally resis-
tant to cracking, peeling and fading," he
explained. More information on exterior
wood staining is available at www.sico.ca. 

—News Canada

Protecting your deck against old man winter
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