
Urban sprawl and the
Greenbelt were just two issues
on the minds of area residents
who took the opportunity to
question local provincial candi-
dates at a meeting Thursday
evening.

No sparks flew between the
five Wellington-Halton Hills can-
didates at the event, which drew

about 40
people, and
was hosted
by the Halt-
on Feder-
ation of
Agriculture
at Halton
Place. 

Area resi-
dent Ant-
onio Rod-
rigues was
the first to
take the

microphone asking candidates
what they plan to do about urban
sprawl.

Green Party candidate Martin
Lavictoire stressed the Green
Party is concerned with sustain-
able growth.

“We’re paving over some of
our fine agricultural land, I defi-
nitely want that to stop,” he said.

“Your land should be worth
just as much as green space, as
farm land, as water recharge
areas, as is new development,”
said Lavictoire.

NDP candidate Noel Duignan
said, “we need to look at how we
develop our land.”

He said currently the develop-
ers control what happens to land.

“We need to stop that, we
need to put regulations into

place to
make sure
we stop
u r b a n
sprawl,” said
Duignan.

Giuseppe
Gori of the
F a m i l y
C o a l i t i o n
Party said
there are
many prob-
lems that

come with growth, and stressed
Milton “is growing incredibly.”

“The solution is not going to
happen very soon,” said Gori.
“What this is is long-term plan-
ning and our solution would be
to decentralize.”

Marg Bentley said she was
offended by urban sprawl and
the Liberals have taken action to
combat it with the Greenbelt.

“It is to preserve the environ-
ment... it is also to slow down
urban sprawl because it will force
the areas that are built up (to)

become denser,”
said Bentley.

PC candidate
Ted Arnott said
the Liberal gov-
ernment’s Places
to Grow Plan has
been a concern for
Halton Hills council and
Wellington because Queen’s Park
is telling them how fast they have
to grow, without an infrastruc-
ture plan or plan for how it’s
going to be paid for.

“The best way to preserve
farmland is to preserve the
farmer, to ensure the farm family
can make a living on that piece

of property,”
said Arnott.

R o b e r t
McClure, a
l a n d o w n e r
impacted by
the proposed
Bruce to
M i l t o n
hydro line
t w i n n i n g
p r o j e c t ,
asked if the
candidates

supported a full environmental

assessment for the new line.
Duignan, Bennett, Arnott

and Lavictoire
all supported
the assessment

and Gori said the
production of energy
should be decentral-

ized to where it’s used, eliminat-
ing the need for the line.

Halton Federation of
Agriculture president Lorna
Wilson asked about compensa-
tion for farmers whose property
has been devalued because it’s in
the Greenbelt.

“There should be compensa-
tion for farmers who have had
their land devalued by the
Greenbelt,” said Bentley.

Arnott said his party called on
the Liberals to bring forward a
compensation plan, but the gov-
ernment refused.

“Our party is committed to
bringing forward a land conser-
vation challenge fund as well as
tax incentives for conservation

easements,”
said Arnott.

Duignan
said there
should be an
“ a d e q u a t e
p a c k a g e ”
available for
farmland in
the Green-
belt.

The can-
didates were
asked by

area resident Sandy Grant how
their parties would help Halton
Region pay for the infrastructure
required as a result of the Places

to Grow plan.
Arnott said, “it’s incumbent”

upon Halton’s MPPs to work
with regional council towards a
solution to that problem.

“ T h e
Development
Charges Act
needs to be
immediate ly
reformed and
drast ical ly ,”
said Lavict-
oire.

He added
the Green
Party would
reinstate the
authority of

municipalities so they can charge
what they feel it costs for growth.

Duignan agreed.
He said the Province also has

to ensure there is proper plan-
ning being done at every level. 

Duignan also called for limit-
ing the size of big box stores.

“I think local government is
the most important government,”
said Gori.

Bentley said, “municipalities
certainly can’t absorb these costs
alone, and they’re not going to
have to.”

Candidates were also asked
about coal-fired power plants
and how farms should be
assessed for taxation.

Before the meeting began a
representative of Elections
Ontario explained the referen-
dum question and the two types
of electoral systems— first past
the post and mixed member pro-
portional— voters will be asked
to choose from on Election Day.

Rural-themed all-candidates debate draws sparse crowd

The Georgetown University Women’s Club will hosting an all can-
didates meeting for the riding of Welllington-Halton Hills Thursday,
October 4, in preparation for Ontario’s 2007 Election and
Referendum.

The meeting will be held in the John Elliott Theatre at the
Cultural Centre, 9 Church St., 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.  

An impartial speaker from Elections Ontario will explain the refer-
endum in a short talk before the debate begins. Candidates will
answer questions on policy. Look for a full report Friday on The
Independent & Free Press web site at www.independentfreepress.com.

LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer
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Halton Hills Fire Protection and
Prevention Services personnel
doused a car fire on 10 Sideroad
and Fifth Line Saturday at 6 a.m.
The were no injuries in the blaze
which destroyed a 1999 GM
Blazer. Damage is estimated at
$10,000.

Photo by Donavan Gaudette

Blaze
destroys
Blazer



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


