Acton woman
hopes to curb
runaway trash

LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

An Acton woman has come up with a
solution to windy trash pickup days that end
with recycling items scattered on lawns and
in ditches— a net that fastens securely over
the Blue Box.

Andrea Stewart calls the product she
developed Green-Net and is currently
attempting to market it to municipalities
through her company, Finalli.

The stay-at-home mother of two was frus-
trated by the recycling items left strewn
around following gusty days and back in
April decided what was needed to solve the
problem was a “glorified hair net.”

She set out to try and make one.

Stewart went to a dollar store and bought a
paddle ball game that included netting and
elastic to make the cover. She put one togeth-
er and could see the potential, but deter-
mined the product wasn’t strong enough, so
she set out to find a manufacturer who could
make a better one.

She found one company that could pro-
vide the netting, but couldn’t do the sewing.
She found another company on-line that stat-
ed it could do both, but when she went to
check it out they were no longer in business.

It wasn’t until a friend in town suggested
she contact another Halton company (that
wishes to remain anonymous) that she finally
found her manufacturer.

Green-Net is made of heavy-duty washable
mesh material, with an elasticized shock cord
that won't lose its strength when it freezes or
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Andrea Stewart of Acton has devised a way to keep Blue Box items from blowing away
on trash pickup days with a device called Green-Net that she is attempting to market.

thaws and a marine grade snap fastener that
can be simply installed into the box with a
household screwdriver.

Stewart is targeting municipalities. She’s
sent off several samples of the product, made
several contacts and generated a lot of interest
at the Federation of Canadian Municipalities
conference held in Quebec earlier this year.

To date, two small municipalities— one in
Ontario, the other in Manitoba— have
ordered small quantities of Green-Net to
launch pilot projects within their communi-
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ties. She is also working with three large
municipalities that are very interested.

“It's been a real blessing the way this has
happened,” said Stewart.

Her goal is to sell the Green-Net to munic-
ipalities, which will then get them to their
residents.

The nets are also available on-line for
$14.95 at www.green-net.ca.

Feedback from family and friends, who are
using prototypes of the Green-Net, has all
been positive she says.

full-time golfer
part-time tax associate

For a career that gives you the freedom
to enjoy life outside of work, enrol in
H&R Block’s Tax Training School today.
This course offers high quality training
from our knowledgeable tax associates
and gives you the skills required for the
chance to work at H&R Block As one
of our tax associates you could enjoy
the benefits of seasonal full or part-
time work and flexible hours, ensuring
that you get the most from life both in
and out of the office.

Register online at hrblock.ca or call
1-877-32BLOCK (322-5625) for details.

. H&R BLOCK’

* Enrolment restrictions may apply. Enrolment in, or completion of, the
H&R Block Tax Training School is neither an offer nor a guarantee of
employment. This course is not intended for, nor open to any persons who
are either currently employed by or seeking employment with any profes-
sional tax preparation company or organization other than H&R Block.

© 2008 H&R Block Canada, Inc. CNTTS03

Join our team for a career that
allows you to do the things
in life you love to do.

Come for the Show, Stay for the fun!

Week Two August 27-31
* $50,000 FEI CSI** Grand Prix
* $27,000 Jumper Stake Classes

¢ Rated & non rated hunter divisions

Week Three September 3-7
* $40,000 Grand Prix
* $35,000 Jumper Stake Classes

¢ Rated & non rated hunter divisions

The Canadian
Country Classic 2008

Week One August 20-24
* $20,000 Grand Prix
* $30,000 Jumper Stake Classes

* Rated & non rated hunter divisions

Weekend activities
August 23-24 & 30-31, 2008
* Hunter and Jumper Tournaments
¢ Children’s Village

* Pony Rides

* Food and Beverage

Special:
Teddy Bear Picnic
Sunday August 24 ,11:00am-1:00pm

Hannah Montana Party
Sunday August 31, 11:00am-1:00pm

Bring your lawn chair and watch the horse show!
Show goes on rain or shine.

Proud to fundraise for SickKids Foundation and CAShh

www.haltonplace.com for information

Machteld Billen aboard Phoenix L. Photo by Ben Radvanyi
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