Vibe should prove popular
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The interior is well thought out
starting with a 60/40 split/fold rear
seat that gives 1,399 litres (49.4 cu
ft) of cargo space. And with the front
passenger seat folded flat, sliding in a
10-foot ladder is no problem. And
when I said, “sliding” I meant it
because the seat backs and cargo
floor are finished in a tough compos-
ite material that can take a lot of
abuse. That cargo floor also flips up
forward to reveal a stowage compart-
ment with reconfigurable dividers
and grocery bag hooks.

Between the front seats is a multi-
use console with cupholder that can
be adjusted to cradle different-sized
beverage containers. At the front of
the console is a standard three-
prong, 115-volt AC plug. In addi-
tion, the sound system has an auxil-
iary jack for MP3 players.

The Vibe with AWD has a list
price of $22,995 which is pretty
good and includes six air bags, air
conditioning, cruise control, roof
rack and rear washer/wiper. But my
tester came with $3,860 worth of
options like a $1,100 power sunroof
I could live without and the $800
Premium Sound Package that I
would have to think about. But the
younger demographic the Vibe is
aimed at all want something like the
320-watt Monsoon sound system
with seven speakers including a big,
10-inch subwoofer in the cargo wall.
Another option was $950 for 17-inch
chrome clad alloy wheels where the

standard 16-inchers would be good
enough for me.

But what I would want is the $385
security system with content theft
protection. Besides the normal horn
blasts and flashing lights, there is
also a motion sensor and glass break-
age sensor that immediately shuts off
gasoline flow so the car can’t move.

With the $1,160 shipping fee, the
cost of the Vibe AWD as tested was
$28,115.

I hope what I am hearing is wrong
about predictions of $2/litre gasoline
by end of the year. That is bound to
change perceptions, but North
Americans still will want to travel
long distances in comfort with asso-
ciated utility. To these factors has
been added cheap cost of operation.

With all-wheel-drive and a clever-
ly thought out interior, the 2009
Pontiac Vibe should prove more
popular than ever.

PONTIAC VIBE AWD 2009

AT A GLANCE

BODY STYLE: Compact five-door
hatchback.

DRIVE METHOD: front-engine,
all-wheel-drive

ENGINE: 2.4-litre, DOHC inline
four-cylinder (158 hp, 162 Ib/ft.)

FUEL ECONOMY: 10.31/100 km
(27 mpg) city; 7.8L/100 km (36
mpg) highway.

PRICE: $22,995, as tested,
$28,115 including $1,160 shipping
fee.

WEB: gm.ca

Stop overpaying for
your car insurance

$1,641.00/year

QUOTING OVER 30 MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES
TO FIND YOU THE LOWEST RATE

$4,1 02.00Iyear

/ .
InsuranceHotline.com
Click. Compare. Save.

Rates between insurance companies can vary by 100’s, even 1,000’s of dollars

for the same car and driver.

Instantly compare what you're paying to the rates from over 30 insurance companies,

and all at no cost to you.

InsuranceHotline.com arranges them by price and shows you the 3 lowest, saving you
time and effort, directing you to the lowest cost insurer in just minutes.

INTRODUCING
MyHome Advantage*

i

Go online at www.InsuranceHotline.com
to find out who has the lowest rate for you.

When you receive your quote from InsuranceHotline.com,
look for how you can design your own TV, Internet and
Home Phone solution from Rogers
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* New Car
Maintenance

* Brakes

* ABS

» Safety Checks

* Cooling Systems

* Fuel Injection

s Computer Analysis

o Exhaust

* Tune-Ups

|
]
|l
]
1

‘ 7GEORGETOWN’S FAVOURITE.

* Air Conditioning

* Electrical

* Transmission &
Service

*Tires

o All General Repairs

* Emission Diagnosis

o Lube, Oil & Filter

*Diesel

2008“
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* Suspension Service

OUPON

FUEL MISER CHECKUP

LET US HELPYOU OPTIMUM FUEL MILEAGE

Bring in this coupon and
We will prform a diagnostic scan of all fugl elated Sensors fo ensure they are working within range for optimum
fuel mileage, check vehicle spark plugs and all tune up related parts, Basically we willcheck the vehicl

head o toe concgnirating on any components that wilgain your fuel mileage as well as keep you safe
YOU ALSO RECENE: * Up o/ tes of ol # New ol fer
* hech ane fop up all il incluling brake fli], transmisson i, power steering i

# Visualinspection of hefs, hoses,cooling system and elecrcal stems

PLUS RECENE FORONLY
FREE AR CONDTIONER HEK

o FREE tire alance & otation

 FREE fonendsperin ek, o 49 T
 FREE trke ingpeto THEOFFE, for most
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20 Armstrong Ave., Georgetown
(near Mountainview Rd. N)

905-877-8731 email: tservice@on.aibn.com
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