Expensive gas? It's the new reality

There was a time when gasoline was
taken for granted. The first gas crisis that
hit the world in the seventies gave
motorists a good scare. But the automo-
bile world got back on its feet and
motorists regained confidence, taking
small price fluctuations in stride. But
today the price of oil is skyrocketing,
and the price of gasoline, its most impor-
tant derivative, is soaring. How can
motorists compromise in this situation?

Will prices ever drop? Prices may vary
but they will never go back to what they
were in past years and motorists will
have to adapt to this new reality. Of
course, smaller engines and hybrid vehi-
cles will increase in popularity. However,
many cars currently on the roads will
still be around in the next few years and
their owners will not only have to cope
with gasoline prices, they will have to
learn to adapt accordingly.

Summer holidays are fast approaching
and many people are planning their holi-
day destinations in terms of the distance
to be traveled. Chances are they will
exceed their gasoline budget.

Reducing your gas consumption

Car owners who cared little about the
maintenance of their vehicles in the past
had better change their ways in the
future. Until just recently, wasting fuel
was nearly a national sport. According to
Natural Resources Canada, Canadian
motorists will probably burn an extra
643 million litres of fuel this year, only
because one or more of their tires are
under-inflated. So the first step toward
better fuel economy will be to better
monitor the pressure of our tires which
has to be checked often and maintained
according to the manufacturer’s recom-
mendation (check your owner’s manual).

A new approach to driving

About 643 m|II|on litres of fuel will be
wasted this year, due only to under-
inflated tires.

Drivers will have to adopt a new
approach to driving. Repeat acceleration,
and the non-respect of speed limits
greatly contribute to high gas consump-
tion.

As well, vehicles will have to be
loaded more lightly. Furthermore, dri-
vers will have to keep better track of pre-
vailing gas prices. For instance, we all
know that gas prices are increased one or
two days prior to a long weekend or just
before a legal holiday. Why not plan
accordingly and fill-up a few days earlier
when prices are lower?

In brief

Proper preparation or a tune-up of the
vehicle will also help. However, better
monitoring of the tire pressure, lighter
loads and better driving habits still won’t
decrease the price of gas! But all of these
factors will make for better fuel econo-
my, which will translate in a smaller gas
bill. This is the new reality!

—Article by Eric Descarries, Toolbox
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Specializing in 100% Credit Re-establishment

IF WE DON'T HAVE IT - WE WILL GET IT!

1-866-367-7390

GIANT USED CAR CLEARANCE

* TRUCKS ¢ VANS ¢ SUVS * CARS
* WHATEVER - 2,500 TO CLEAR!

20 Armstrong Ave., Georgetown
(near Mountainview Rd. N)

905-877-8731 email: tservice@on.aibn.com
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