Board ‘comfortable’ with trustees’ spending
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higher than they actually are because of the way
some of the board’s budget line items were
reported.

The board has 11 elected trustees and two
non-voting student trustees.

Elected trustees earn roughly between $13,000
and $20,000 per year— the amount varies based
on student enrolment and whether a
trustee also serves as the board’s vice-
chair or chair. During their four-year
terms, the public board’s trustees also
have an annual expense budget of up to [&§
$5,000, which can be carried over to the [ #
next year if the maximum is not spent.

“Some (trustees) have given it back
to the board,” Parfeniuk said of unspent
expense money.

“The trustees generally designate
where it goes and the last time they gave it
to the board’s (student) food programs.”

Meanwhile, the board’s two student
trustees each receive $2,500 per year and an
expense budget of up to $5,000 during their one-
year term.

Parfeniuk said the ministry’s belief that
Halton’s public board spends an average of
$33,000 per year per trustee is about $10,000
higher than the actual figure of $23,246. This is
because three main budget items belong else-
where in the annual expense numbers the board
sends to the government.

“For instance, we always show our Ontario
Public School Boards Association (OPSBA mem-
bership) fee that we pay to OPSBA on the gover-
nance (budget) line,” he said.

Parfeniuk said that is a hefty $77,000 cost to
the board that traditionally has been itemized
under trustee expenses.

“We actually shouldn’t do that. We should
charge that to central administration, but for ease
of (board-level) analysis we've charged it to the
trustee line.”

STEPHEN
PARFENIUK

If you factor in a $20,000 budget for team
leadership activities and the $15,000 that can be
spent annually on student trustees, it adds up to
$112,000, or about $10,000 per elected trustee,
that should not be counted toward their annu-
al spending, Parfeniuk insisted.

“Other boards show those items on different
(budget) lines and we will do that in the future,”

he said. “When we (consider all) that,
Bl we're right in the centre of trustees
i across the province, in terms of costs.

“We're comfortable with our trustees’
expenditures and we’d be more than
sl happy to have somebody come in and
look at it for reasonableness and fairness.”
b When he was asked for trustee-by-
| trustee expense amounts, Parfeniuk said
he will not be providing those at
tonight’s board meeting.

An education ministry spokesperson
said the letter sent to the school boards
asking for an explanation about adminis-
trative costs must be received by the province by
June 30; the ministry will then forward its response.

“The numbers seemed a little high,” Patricia
MacNeil said of Halton. “It could very well be
(because of) auxiliary fees and association fees.
There was no assumption that it was inappropri-
ate (spending).”

MacNeil said board expenses are part of the
government’s regular monitoring.

She said the Halton public board submitted a
revised estimate for 2007-08 school board admin-
istration and governance costs that totaled $11.39
million, $137,795 above what the ministry had
expected. The board has informed the ministry
those costs are projected to rise to $11.88 million
for 2008-09, a 4.3 per cent increase.

The government’s calculation about Halton’s
per-trustee costs put them $12,527 above the
average, which MacNeil said might be explained
by the manner in which expenses are entered on
the board’s books.
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Excellence in
Orthopaedic
Physiotherapy

for: ’[0

Spinal, Shoulder and Knee pain
Post-operative Rehabilitation
Sports Injuries

Arthritis and Degenerative Diseases
Motor Vehicle Accident and Work Related Injuries
Women’s Health - Post Breast Cancer, Osteoporosis

NO PHYSICIAN
REFERRAL <
REQUIRED

PHYSIOTHERAPY
ASSOCIATES
Clinic of the ‘5.
UNIVERSITY ) [
OF GUELPH’S
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Our services include:

Manual Therapy Techniques, Individual treatment programs, Fully
equipped therapeutic gym, Acupuncture, Ultrasound/TENS

and Registered Massage Therapy.

woo-oishk

372 Queen Street
519-853-9292

@swoperas

g j GEORGETOWN

5l Steeles Ave.

333 Mountainview Rd. S.
905-873-3103

Store Hours

Mon - Wed 10-6

Thurs - Fri 10 -8
Sat10-5

Full (42 km) or 1/2 (21 km)

Clinics run Wednesday @ 6 p.m.
Includes: > Personalized Run Schedule
> Guest Speakers > Technical Shirt

> Store Discount

CLINIC STARTS:
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25
Stop in or call to register today!

905-877-3201

72 Main St. S., Georgetown

Stay fit, Feel good, Live life.
We fit your lifestyle.
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Your Active Footwear & Apparel Store

Queen of Credit
| WILL FINANCE YOU!

Anyone, Anytime, Anywhere.

PLL MAKE YOUR FIRST 3 PAYMENTS
100%

Cool
or
Clueless?

Vehicles from *5000 - 25,000

2008

Glen Williams Canada Day Parade

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO ENTER THE ANNUAL CANADA DAY PARADE IN
GLEN WILLIAMS.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS WONDERFUL AND
COLOURFUL PARADE, PLEASE CONTACT THE PARADE COORDINATOR
FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND INFORMATION
CALL 905-873-8261 OR E-MAIL Anthea.hoare009@sympatico.ca
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Parade starts at 12 noon behind Preston’s store in Glen Williams
Adults, Kids, Animals, all welcome

GIANT USED CAR CLEARANCE

* TRUCKS * VANS ¢ SUVS * CARS
* WHATEVER - 2,500 TO CLEAR!

Specializing in 100% Credit Re-establishment
IF WE DON’T HAVE IT - WE WILL GET IT!

1-866-367-7390
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smoke-free if
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