Like the death of an old friend

First things first, I admit I'm a sentimentalist. I
tend to cling to things for the damnedest reasons,
as they tug at my heart strings, making me a
pack-rat in the process.

I think the Brown family has been that way for
generations "cuz the place is loaded with old trea-
sures (a.k.a. junk) that some might say they col-
lected, whereas I'd venture to say they were just
like me— too chicken-hearted to throw ’em out.

Three years ago, I kept the old cat around
longer than I should have. I simply couldn’t face
taking her on that one-way trip to the vet’s office.

Last year I wrestled with myself at tearing out
some of the old wooden stabling in the barn, to
make way for new livestock pens— only because
those old wooden stalls had been there for years.
(The fact they were half rotten was totally lost on
me, but I finally caved in and saw the light.)

But my latest quandary is a bit more difficult—
it’s the old farm truck.

The little 1986 Ford Ranger XLT has been
around for years, bought by my dad to replace the
old ’79 F150 that died a slow death with mechan-
ical problems and rust.

It was relatively new when he purchased it in
the early '90s. He and Mom took it to town for
errands, like picking up chicken feed, a sheet of
plywood, or perhaps to fill up the gas can for the
lawn mowers. Being an XLT model, the interior
was pretty posh, a mighty sharp little truck when
it arrived on the farm.

All my kids learned how to drive with it in the
back fields, and they later drove it to after-school
jobs. They also used it to move to and from uni-
versity.

That same little truck proudly starred in my
nephew’s movie which he filmed on the farm dur-
ing his stint at Ryerson. It consequently graced
the silver screen at a couple film festivals across
Canada.

And T'd guess that little Ranger has probably
made more trips to the waste transfer station in
Milton than any other vehicle in Halton Region.

But over the past few years I've been torn with
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indecision. It's now 22 years old, and I have an
inner turmoil as my sentimental side battles with
the fiscally responsible side. I ask myself if it’s fea-
sible to license and insure a 22-year-old truck to
draw a load of garbage to the dump once a month
or so. A trailer hitched behind my SUV could do
the same for peanuts.

But the Ranger has less than 190 Ks on it! It’s
just nicely broken in! It’s like an old friend!

This battle has raged for years, but the final
blow came a week before the insurance was due.

It blew a transmission cooler line, and leaked
all the fluid on the ground. The little Ranger was
suddenly dead in the water, unable to move. I
called my insurance broker (who happens to be
my daughter too) and told her to NOT renew it.

She expressed her condolences and asked if I
was gonna be okay. I said I would... in time.

The next hurdle for the sentimentalist in me
was ‘what do I do with it now?’

I recently brought a scrap metal bin in to dis-
pose of the old scrap pile. A friend suggested I
wheel the Ranger into the bin first, then pile the
scrap on top. That was the plan, until I thought of
the heavy metal scrap piled on it, flattening the
hood and roof of the little truck. Images of my par-
ents driving it to town got to me. I couldn’t do it.

I know T'll have to deal with it soon, when the
time is right. Until then, I've been thinking.

Itd make a great flower planter...

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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Custom crafted fhomes. A class above the rest
LIVE AT THE TOP OF THE RIDGE

Are there any other words that means so much to so many? A word that captures that univer-
sal yearning to return to the comfort of family and friends. With Top of the Ridge, our final
phase at Rockwood Ridge, we are offering spacious bungalows and bungalofts® in as many as
twelve different designs. All offering the convenience of main floor living, and all complementa-
ry within the streetscapes of the community.

Yet each home is distinct in appearance, with each affording a choice in personal preferences
and price. There are our CAPE COD MANOR HOMES, with basement walkouts and 500
square feet of additional finished living space on the inside.

Our VILLAS feature clay brick construction on the ground
level while our CHATEAUS feature prestigious brick and
stone facades with interior features as luxurious as any
million dollar home.

& Bungalofts®in Rockwood

Priced from just

*382,900

granite counter tops, fireplace, air

finish and quality.

Featuring “LAURIER STONE” with
matching brick. Inside features include 9'-1 1’
ceilings, fabulous kitchens with built-ins and

conditioning and many other features.
Our townhomes have no other rival in

| Bungalow with Elevator Available.
2 Townhomes Available for Imnmediate Delivery. Walkout Lots Available.

.$284.900

up to 1900 sq. ft.

1-888-660-8888

Model Homes are located on Hwy. 7 just west of Acton
Sat., Sun. & Mon. I 1 - 5 p.m., Tues. & Wed. | - 5 p.m. or by appt.

Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E. All renderings are artist’s concept. *Please sce sales rep. for details

www.newagehomes.ca
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