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Three families’ dreams for homes of
their own will come true in a just a few
months when they move into houses built
by Habitat for Humanity Halton on John St.

Ground was broken Friday on the prop-
erties where, over the summer, three raised
bungalows will be built simultaneously—
one for Bonita Smith, Chris Kearsey and
their three children Nicholas, Alexander
and Brianna, another for Renee Herman
and her children Kyle, Josh and Cody and
the other home for Millicent Walala and
her children Austin and Donna.

The three families couldn’t be happier.
“We will finally have a backyard for the

kids to play in,” said Bonita Smith, a stay-at
home mom. “It’s in the perfect area. Our
kids don’t have to change schools.”

The Kearsey/Smith family is from
Georgetown and lives in an apartment in
the area. Chris works at a local warehouse
and the single income family of five spends
a high percentage of its income on rent,
meaning there is not always money left
over for healthy food, new clothes or to pay
unexpected bills.

Brampton resident Renee Herman, who
works as a GO Transit bus driver, had been
on a waiting list for some time for
Brampton’s Habitat for Humanity and was
thrilled to get a call from the Halton organi-
zation.

“It’s amazing. We have been living in
basement apartments. Where I live right
now is always flooding and it’s cold,” said
Herman.

Burlington resident Millicent Walala, a
nurse, and her two children are excited to
be getting a home of their own.

“I’m really happy. It’s a dream come

true,” said Walala, who came to Canada
after her husband’s death, in the hope of
creating a better life for her family.

The newest Habitat for Humanity project in Georgetown held a
groundbreaking ceremony Friday as Habitat staff, sponsors
and Partner Families broke ground at the 51 John Street site.
Taking part were, (from left) Kathrin Delutis, executive direc-
tor, Habitat for Humanity Halton, Partner Family Millicent
Walala and her children Austin and Donna; Partner Family
Cody and his mom Reneé Herman and brothers Joshua and
Kyle; Partner Family, Bonita Smith, Chris Kearsey and their

children Brianna, Nicholas and Alexander; Halton Hills Mayor
Rick Bonnette; Patrick Cadieux, senior marketing manager,
Whirlpool Canada; Michael Thier of Thier Architect; Mary De
Sousa, director marketing and communications, First
Canadian Title; Habitat for Humanity Halton Chairman of the
Board Ed McMahon and Ted Arnott, MPP Wellington-Halton
Hills. 

Photo by Ted Brown

Tom Schenk (r ight) of the
Candlelight Tribute Committee
holds a piece of the cenotaph that
broke off after vandals burned the
Georgetown monument early
Saturday in Remembrance Park.
Candles that had been lit earlier
as a tribute to Canadian soldiers
were stacked up by the unknown
culprits causing the fire. Below,
graves at the Fairview Cemetery in
Acton were also vandalized
Saturday morning and Town of
Halton Hills staff are upset and
concerned about the frequency of
these incidents.

Photos by Eamonn Maher

The idea for the candlelight trib-
ute, held each year on VE (Victory in
Europe) Day came after a group from
Halton Hills visited the Netherlands
six years ago and discovered that
Dutch children lit red candles on
Christmas Eve that burned through
the night on the gravesites of fallen
Canadian soldiers in silent tribute.

This year’s tribute was held last
Thursday.

Schenk said the committee will
likely have to post overnight security
at the cenotaph in future years for
the ceremony.

“It’s really disappointing to keep
seeing this sort of thing, especially
for people coming to visit the ceme-
tery on the Mother’s Day weekend,”
said Karen Ford of the Town’s parks
and recreation department.

She added that the newly-con-
structed Rotary Centennial Pavilion
in Prospect Park in Acton has been
damaged frequently since it was
completed last summer. As well as
trying to burn down the structure,

graffiti is frequently scrawled on its
walls, plastic siding has been torn off
and empty cases of beer are often
found by Town staff.

The park in Glen Williams wasn’t
damaged on the weekend but has
become a favourite place for late-
night mischief, say Town staff. Two
portable toilets in Cedarvale Park
were also “torched” last week.

“The discouraging part is that the
recent (vandalism) sites have includ-
ed Remembrance Park in George-
town and Fairview Cemetery in
Acton which should be places of
respect and dignity,” said Halton
Hills Mayor Rick Bonnette.

“It is absolutely disgusting that
such acts of senseless vandalism
would happen in our community,
especially in these special areas. We
hope that these individuals who have
committed such a heinous act will
come forward and turn themselves to
the police. If not, with the assistance
of Crime Stoppers, we will track
them down.”

(Eamonn Maher can be reached at
emaher@independentfreepress.com)

Habitat makes dreams come true for three families

Mayor calls vandalism
‘absolutely disgusting’
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LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


