The cat came back...

Every barn should have at least one cat.

Mind you, it’s rare that there only be one
cat, if you let Mother Nature have her way.

Barn cats are a different breed than house
cats. They're adaptable, resourceful, and, best
of all, they don’t require a litter box.

While revitalizing my barn, a friend offered
me a Teally nice barn cat’ to fill that void in
the stable. He told how this cat had been
abandoned, tossed into a recycling bin, res-
cued by some locals and later placed in a
barn. Someone named her ‘Paper,” being
found in the newspaper recycling bin.

I found that quite a coincidence, with me
working in the newspaper business, and 1
could only imagine she’d slept on back issues
of The Independent & Free Press while
detained there.

We decided to change her name to ‘Paige’.
(The Sidekick thinks it’s a play on the Front
Page thing, but in reality it’s all about Paige
Davis, the host of Trading Spaces on TV.)

So Paige, our gray and white striped puss,
landed at the Brown farm on a snowy
December afternoon, during the heaviest
snowfall of the month.

It was perfect timing. With so much snow
on the ground, there was little chance she’d
leave the warm barn to try and find her way
back home, wherever ‘home’ might be.
Actually, moving to my barn was an upgrade
for her— there were cattle in my barn, and
none where she came from.

So Paige immediately captured the heart of
The Sidekick and me, and anyone else she
met. She was one of those ‘talkative’ cats, who
meows away as she rubs against your leg, arm,
body— you name it, she’s just downright
friendly.

But more than two weeks ago, we went to
the barn one morning to find the stable was
bare, no Paige in sight.

I searched the upstairs in the barn, just to
be sure, and even checked the granary, on the
off chance she’d accidentally been locked in
there.

Notta Paige in sight.

It being early April, with the snow just
nicely melted, I assumed the obvious had hap-
pened.

I figured Paige had become coyote fodder.
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She had spent many warm sunny after-
noons, curled up on the concrete foundation
of the old silo, soaking up the sun. I figured
that had been her demise, as a coyote sneaked
up on her.

I searched all the way around the barn,
making sure that if there were some Paige-like
remains, I'd have them buried before The
Sidekick or anyone else found them.

Time went on and everyone eventually
accepted the same conclusion— the coyotes
had got her.

Everyone, except The Sidekick.

“I'm an eternal optimist,” she said, over
and over, “She’ll be back.”

Tuesday morning The Sidekick went to the
barn to gather the eggs and made a discovery.

The cat came back.

Perhaps a little thinner, and sporting a
voracious appetite, but she was back, meow-
ing and rubbing against her as before, and
none the worse for wear.

Just before she left, Paige had been experi-
encing some ‘passionate’ spells. With no male
cats around, I now wonder if she decided to
go out and enlist one to fill her ‘needs.’
Miraculously, she’d crossed the expanse of
fields without becoming a coyote’s lunch, all
in the name of love I suspect.

I e-mailed the concerned parties Tuesday
morning to announce the good news.

My eldest daughter promptly replied,
“Hooray for our little Paigey-Poo!!! And you
had given her up for coyote meat.... never
underestimate a female!”

Funny, that was the same thing The
Sidekick had said, many, many times in the
past two weeks.

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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WANTED

Homes With Asphalt
Shingles in Need of
Replacement

Ontario Shake N’Tile, Ontario’s most trusted metal
roofing specialist, is looking for homes in your area
that need a new roof and never want to roof again.

We offer the beauty and elegance of a natural wood
shake roof with the durability and unmatched
performance of metal. It comes with a 50 year,

transferable warranty against: winds, rain, shnow,
moss, hail and tree resin. This beautiful roof is being
introduced to your local market now.

If you participate in our Display Home Program, we
will reduce our already competitive pricing and make
it worth your while to investigate the many benefits
of our roof. You must book your job within 10 days of
this advertisement.

Low payments, 100% financing available, O.A.C.

P N Call NOW for
SONTARIO. HUGE Savings!
1-888-271-7119

www.roofontario.com

FOR STYLE AND FUNCTION
THAT IS ALL ABOUT
YOU!

prowde top
quallty custom cabinets &
countertops at competitive rates with
unsurpassed service. *FREE ESTIMATES*
Georgetown and surrounding area’s premier choice for quality kitchens and baths for over 25 years.
Qur focus is a work space that is beautiful, functional, and designed just for you.
Let us turn the heart of your home into a comfortable, inviting space for friends and family to enjoy
for years to come,
We measure, install and guarantee! Computerized design. Free on-site consultation,
Ask us for our references - it probably someone you know!
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Custom Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

27 Main St. S.,
Georgetown

905-702-7719

How important are volunteers
to the CNIB? Ciritical. Please join us.

The Canadian National Institute for the
Blind provides services to more than
90,000 children, working adults and
seniors. We thank our 20,000
volunteers in every corner of Canada
who enable us to go wherever and
whenever we’re needed.

Contact your local CNIB District

Centre.  (905) 275-5332
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