Group, trying to save house, invites
public to share ' p|oneer memories

CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

It was a cold, dark winter night in
December when the Credit Valley
Conservation came to Halton Hills coun-
cil asking for permission to tear down
Beecham House— a mid-19th century
farmhouse designated as ‘heritage’ on the
Town’s own Heritage Register.

But that night, a lone couple begged
for a reprieve— and got it— but for six
months only.

Now spring has come, and with it, a
150-strong group of families and
friends have joined with that lone cou-
ple, John and Irene Carroll, in a newly
established group, Friends of Fallbrook
Farm.

Fallbrook is Beecham House’s true
name— a misnomer by Credit Valley
Conservation, owners of the property,
which still rankles the Fallbrook faith-
ful. Fallbrook is located on 27 Sideroad,
within the Silver Creek Outdoor
Education Centre, owned by the Credit
Valley Conservation (CVC).

Under its current white clapboard
siding is unique large squared-log con-
struction— the only one of its kind
remaining in Halton, says the group.

“It represents a style and quality of
construction that is unique to the com-
munity and is a living testimony to the
struggles and efforts of the first Scottish
and Irish settlers to Esquesing
Township. This farmhouse deserves
and demands to be preserved,” says
John Carroll.

The conservation authority, in its
argument to demolish the building,
says the deteriorating empty farmhouse
is a target for partying youths, vandals
and a potential hazard to the hundreds
of children who visit the Education
Centre each year. Originally the CVC
wanted demolition, but the Town’s
Heritage Halton Hills committee rec-
ommended the house be deconstructed
and rebuilt elsewhere.

As part of the six-month reprieve,
the Friends have been asked to develop
a viable business plan to restore— esti-
mated at least $100,000— and to devel-
op a raison detre for remaining within
the Education Centre.

The Friends are putting the call out
to the public for help. The group is
hosting an open house this Saturday,
April 19, 2-5 p.m. at Limehouse
Memorial Hall. An update will be pro-
vided on the work already done to save
the squared-log farmhouse. But the
group is no longer limiting its scope to
the house, but also want preservation

The Keir family, who were managers of
the farm for many years, posed in the
garden at Fallbrook about 1975. From
left to right, Irene (Keir) Carroll, her moth-
er Catherine Keir; Cecil Manson
(Catherine's visiting brother-inlaw); Alex-
ander (Sandy) Keir (Irene's father and
resident/farm manager at the time); Jean
Manson (Irene's visiting cousin), Ada
Manson (Catherine's visiting sister) and
Ada Kellas (Catherine's and Ada's moth-
er visiting from Scotland). This picture
portrays the excellence and splendour of
the garden of which Catherine was very
proud. She won awards for her efforts;
and both casual and formal visitors to
the farm were overwhelmed by the beau-
ty of the grounds. It was once a spectac-
ular site, says son-in-law John Carroll,
who is now trying to save the house.

for the other works on the site such as
an icehouse, bridge, stone wall and
cemetery, which are “all classic exam-
ples of traditional Scottish architecture
and craftsmanship.”

At this weekend’s open house, the
Friends are urging the longtime resi-
dents and other interested people to
bring their photos, letters and stories,
so they can be recorded and taught to
future generations.

In fact, teaching children about the
past and environmental conservation
for the future could be its destiny, says
the group.

“We feel this little house could still
be an integral part of a plan to promote
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the watershed and energy conserva-
tion... perhaps no less important is the
education value, which could be
gleaned from restoring it to its period

state,” said Friends of Fallbrook mem-
ber Wayne Gates of Guelph, who spent
his early childhood on the farm. “The
home has a rich cultural heritage from
which sprung some of the co-operation
that formed a Canada to which many
have sought for years to live and grow.
To move it to another location amounts
to disrespect to the pioneers and a loss
of most of its story and meaning.”

For more information on the fight to
save Fallbrook Farm, e-mail fall-
brook@live.ca or call 905-878-8232.

Santos FC-Ontario

REGISTER NOW

ONTARIO

For information visit our webpage:
www.santosfcontario.ca
or call: 905-828-8366

Elite Soccer Training

The Brazilian Way!
Looking for players born in 1992, 93, 94, 95 and Goalkeepers!

Indepenaent & rree Press, Wednesaay, April 1o, 2008 11

Power ZONE SPIN-A-THON

Saturday, May 31

Noon - 4 p.m.

Sign up at Power Zone

324 Guelph St.,

Georgetown
Phone: 905-702-1774
www.powerzone.ca

THE

POWER

FITNESS CENTRE

M

All proceeds to Heart & Stroke - Non-members welcome.

&L)Lap/zy 50t/z) (Wsc[cling anniusvzia'zy
. ERNIE & MARY ROSSET
3=

MARRIED APRIL 14, 1958
Congratulations & Best Wishes!
Love from your children, grandchildren,
family and friends

[ 7=

7‘\
A Hype Events Production

MEMO RIEES sk ki E
® ¢
b

®
®e
e &
@a

Staring Terry Chisholm

SUNDAY APRIL 20, 2008 7:30 PM

ROSE THEATRE BRAMPTON
905 874 2800

Elora

antique
show

Western Ontario’s premier show

APRIL
19& 20

Sat. |0 am. -5 p.m.
Sun. Il am.-5pm.

Admission $6.00
Free parking

Enjoy a day in historic Elora -

antiques, unique shops, fine

dining, museum, and scenic
natural attractions.

55 dealers! Our strongest
dealer line up yet! You'll find
a full range of antiques and
collectibles, a large selection
of furniture, jewellery, linens,
textiles, vintage clothing, folk
art, fine art, glass, china and
much more.

Elora Community Centre
David Street

Elora, Ontario

Complete information at
antiqueshowscanada.com





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


