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YOU AND YOUR PET

Doesn’t everyone need a Buddy?

JUDITH-ANNE KOLU
Upper Credit Humane Society volunteer

The answer to that question— doesn’t everyone need a
Buddy?— is a definite “yes”, especially if it is this particular
“Buddy”.

Buddy is a young seven-year-old Mastiff mix and yes, she is a
female. She was surrendered when her family could no longer
afford to take care of her and she had to leave the home in which
she had spent her entire life and this sudden arrival at the Shelter
left her bewildered and shaken and slow to adjust.

Our wonderful compassionate staff and volunteers decided
that “Buddy” could not be put in the general Shelter population
because her gentle heart would just “snap in two”, so Buddy has
made her home in the office where I have met her several times.
Of course she has her daily exercise breaks, but has adapted well
to the hurly burly of the main office, phones ringing, people com-
ing and going, other animals arriving and leaving.

Buddy greets you with tail wagging and even an
“alert” bark if the office is empty to let her new friends
know there is a visitor.

I was told she is an amazing dog, and one look at
Buddy was instant love. This dog exudes love and a
quiet serenity that even those who see so many can see
she really deserves that title “amazing dog”. She
approaches you, inspects you in a ladylike manner and
is immediately wanting to be petted and admired. This
gentleness extends to other dogs, cats and children.

Buddy is also described as a sort of “peacemaker” and
“a nanny dog”, one who just wants to love other pets and be loved
back by everyone. One of her favourites is Obi and she certainly
shows that he is special to her by giving lots of kisses to her pal.
Buddy enjoys wrestling and playing and having had all that interac-
tion, what's better than to curl up on your bed and take a nap?

Everything about Buddy is a positive and her ONLY negative
is the fact that the other part of her lineage besides Mastiff could
be part Am Staff which our Ontario law designates a breed who
has to wear a muzzle in public. This is ludricrous in Buddy’s case
and no one has yet had the heart to put this horrid apparatus on
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her, so she would have to bear the indignity of this unsightly
muzzle and be trained to wear it. The writer
finds this abhorrent as Buddy is as much dan-
ger to people as an 18-month-old toddler!
Buddy, described also as the “gem of the
Shelter”, is going to need knee surgery.
She tore the ligament several years ago
which her owners never had repaired.
Her surgery will cost over $400 plus
the work, time and money for her
rehabilitation. She has lived with
this injury for several years and
has lost all the muscle mass
on the injured leg. She is
very “top heavy” due
to her front legs
having to do all

the work and she will need
physical therapy after healing
to gain back all that muscle
mass. She has also (like so
many of us) developed
arthritis in that leg and will need ongoing supplements.

It is her very essence of being that we feel this surgery is
absolutely necessary— she gives so much on a daily basis to all
she meets, both human and canine and we are hoping we can
give her peace and a life free of pain.

We are once again asking for the public’s help through our
nearly deplete Trooper’s Fund.

Since setting up the Fund, many animals have been helped
and gone on to find excellent, loving homes and a bright new
future, we are hoping that Buddy (our special girl) will be able to
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do the same.
Some of the animals the Trooper’s Fund (i.e.
you the public) have helped are:

* The pointer puppies— Freddy,
Gunner, Jasper who were rescued from a
horrendous life and had multiple problems
from neglect. You paid for their operations

on hips, eyes, teeth.
¢ Lava, a dog that had an infection in
her head and shoulders that required
major vet care, surgery and medication.

¢ Genevieve, a feline who had been
shot with a pellet gun in the eye and was
in dreadful pain, and nearly lost her sight

but after surgery through the Trooper
Fund, her eye was saved with some sight— truly
amazing.

¢ Then there are those dogs and cats which are
numerous who have had dental surgeries instead of

starving to death, because it was too painful to eat.

We cannot help Buddy without your help, so if
you cannot adopt her, can you help her by donating
to the Trooper Fund on her behalf. If you are not

sure, just come into the Shelter and meet this darling
girl, and you probably will be the first to make a donation such is
the power of Buddy.

In summary, Buddy needs a very special family, and after
surgery if we cannot place her in her final home, we would be
happy to place her with a foster family while she recovers from
the surgery and therapy. The Shelter is not an optimum place for
an animal post surgery, but she will be kept until a suitable fami-
ly can be found.

The writer, staff and volunteers are hoping that once more the
public will come through for us either to adopt Buddy, foster
Buddy or donate for her surgery, we cannot do any of this with-
out you!

To meet Buddy, call the Shelter or drop by during our hours
of business and fall in love with this super girl who is special to
all who meet her. The Shelter can be reached at 519-833-2287.

GLOBAL PET FOODS

332 Guelph St., Unit 5

Our new location across from Canadian Tire

905-877-8884

www.supersudspetstop.ca
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CLEAN NEW FACILITY WITH OPEN CONCEPT!

Mobile/House Calls

Dental Services

Preventative Medicine
Professional all breed dog and
cat grooming

Surgery

Wellness and Senior Programs

Kitten and Puppy Programs

Separate Cat Suites for boarding

Spacious runs for all breed dog
boarding

Pet Supplies
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R.R. #4, Georgetown, Ont.
905-873-1354

Corner of River Rd. and 10th Line
(Across from Eagle Ridge Golf Course)
www.terraglen.com

<< €< € € <€

<

Hospital tours welcome
and visiting hours encouraged.

Particular Care for
the Particular Pet

I+1 MADE IN CANADA

Located in the Georgetown Market Place

905-873-7086

Wolfe’s Lair Kennels Ltd.
905-877-3118

www.globalpetfoods.com
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Personal Care When You Can’t Be There

cor fhie loVe o€ your dog, a “must affeiid “ eVeit

Sunday April 20, 2008 « 8:00 am —4:30 pm
Lions Hall, 42 Mill Sireet, Georgetown

Pre-vegistratioi

905.873.8579
www.petsathome.ca
For more info, visit us online.

Petsathome.ca is an insured & bonded company
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