Acton freestyle skier earns first Noram podium finish

HERB GARBUTT
Special to The IFP

Travis Gerrits reached new heights,
and threw in a couple twists along the
way, as he earned his first podium fin-
ish on the Noram circuit.

The rural Acton freestyle skier
earned a bronze medal at the final stop

It was a close fin-
ish all around as just
four points separated
the top six. Oliver
Rochon, the series
champion, won with
ascore of 175.76.

For Gerrits, his

could have won it,” said Gerrits, who
previous best Noram result was a fifth-
place last year.

With his sights set on qualifying for
the 2010 Olympics, Gerrits picked up
some valuable experience in the last
month, competing in his first two
World Cup events. Going up against
the best in the aerialists in the world,
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The Grade 11 Milton District High
School student turned in a personal
best score of 172.10 to narrowly edge
fellow Canadian Alain Morin of North
Bay for the bronze. Morin was just nine
one-hundreths of a point behind, fin-
ishing with 172.10.
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Sitting in third after his first jump,
Gerrits performed a new jump— a full
double full— in which he does two
backflips with three twists. Despite the
bronze medal win, the 16-year-old still
sees room for improvement.

“If the landing was better, maybe I
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tions.

Gerrits has one competition remain-
ing this season, the Canadian nationals,
which will be held this weekend at
Mont Gabriel in Quebec. He'll be look-
ing to improve upon his ninth-place fin-
ish with a goal of cracking the top six.
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“It doesn’t matter who you are, where you come from. The
ability to triumph begins with you. Always.” - Oprah Winfrey
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The rules of Sudoku are simple
Enter digits from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces.
Every row must contain one of each digit.

So must every column, as must every 3x3 square.
Each Sudoku has a unique solution
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Difficulty Rating: Easy
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* The Best Backed Cars Warranty does not apply to the 2008 Lancer Evolution. *Galant payments are based on a 60 month term with an ammortization of 84 months. $223 plus taxes,
60 months with a tax included balloon of $10,975 0.A.C. **2008 Eclipse Spyder $199 bi-weekly plus taxes for 60 months is based on a sale price of $32,359 plus taxes with a tax included balloon of $10 058.32 0.A.C.
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