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Recreational fishing on Credit River has a value of $48M

CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

A Credit Valley Conservation (CVC)
study has calculated that recreational
fishing on the Credit River is worth $48
million.

“There is no question that we have
an incredible recreational resource in
the Credit River fishery, which is recog-
nized across Ontario and well beyond,”
said Rae Horst, CVC Chief
Administrative Officer. “What this
study does is begin to demonstrate the
economic value associated with a
healthy river system.”

Recreational resources, such as a
sport fishery, are often considered pub-
lic goods for which no price can be
charged, thus determining its value

requires a sophisticated economic tech-
nique called the travel cost method-
how much anglers are willing to spend
to travel to a particular fishing spot.

According to this study, for Credit
River anglers that’s $1.2 million annually.

“This means that, in total, all the
(recreational) anglers who fish the
Credit River would be willing to pay
$1.2 million dollars every year for the
angling opportunities that the river pro-
vides,” explained Jeff Wilson, CVC
Ecological Goods and Services Project
co-ordinator.

Almost 300 anglers stretching from
Niagara Falls to Sault Ste. Marie who
fish the Credit River completed an
online survey between August 2006 and
January 2007.

The most avid anglers fishing the

Credit River indicated they fished 100
days a year, while according to the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans’
2005 Survey of Recreational Fishing,
the average angler in Ontario fished
17.2 days a year.

The Credit River provides more then
30,000 angling days (the number of
anglers times the number of days spent
fishing) every year with almost 18,000
of those occurring in the spring and
summer.

Depending on the season, fishing
destination, fish type sought, and
expected catch rate, the average value of
a fishing day ranged from $9 a day to
$148 a day.

The study’s methodology will allow
Credit Valley Conservation to forecast
changes in angler’s behaviour as a result

of changes to the fishery. For example,
if a habitat restoration project was being
considered that would result in
improvements to the fishery, the
increased economic value from the
improvements could be estimated.

“This type of information is essential
for ensuring that public dollars are
spent on projects providing the largest
possible improvement to the social and
economic well-being of watershed resi-
dents,” stated Wilson.

The survey results also indicated that
the three most heavily fished sites along
the Credit are: from Erindale Park to
Hwy. 403 in Mississauga; Trout
Unlimited Private Agreement Waters
located near Inglewood in Caledon and
the Forks of the Credit Provincial Park
in Caledon.
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BEREAVEMENT GROUP

6 week group

Starting Friday, April 4"

484 Guelph Street, Norval

with 10 years experience offering bereavement groups.

TO REGISTER AS SPACE IS LIMITED .

Fridays from 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Location: Norval United Church

Are you or someone you know experiencing grief after the death of
a loved one? This bereavement group will help you work through
the stages of grief. The group is led by Carin Pelka, grief worker

Sponsored by the Jones Funeral Home and Norval United Church.
PLEASE PHONE THE FUNERAL HOME AT 905-877-3631
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Natthan Olivieri '

plays at the Dufferin Centre on Saturdays in
the yellow Under-11 team.

This is his first time playing soccer, and he

enjoys a high-energy midfield role the best.

e He is looking forward to the

%l snow clearing so he can start

=235 nis outdoor soccer career!

AGGREGATES

L g

Proud Sponsor
“Providing
aggregate to build
schools, hospitals,
roads and the
Acton Rural
Heritage
Community
Centre”

Simmons Beautyrest
Plush Hi-loft Pillowtop
Queen Sleep Set
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Reg. $1699.97

BIG PRICE
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King Sleep Set $1599.97 $600 SAVINGS
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Mattress Specialists Since 1971

hBRICK.

mattress store

MADE WITH SPACE AGE

MEMORY FOAM & PRESSURE

RELIEVING LATEX

Brick Mattress
Stores Across
CANADA!

Steeles Ave., East | |

Brampton

547 Steeles Ave East.
547 Steele Ave East,

in the Orion Gate Plaza

(905) 453-6359

“py uosdwoy

[empeq [ mous souer

@ thebrickmattressstore.com

PRICE
GUARANTEE

Milton

1220 Steeles Ave E.

Hwy 401 & James Snow Parkway
(905) 864-3303

We will beat any
competitor’'s comparable
offer on a comparable
product by 10%

See in-store for complete details.

*All credit offers available 0.A.C only on your Brick Card Platinum, minimum purchase $250. Any Brick delivery charges, applicable taxes and administration fee (§99.95) are payable at time of purchase. Balance due June 2009. Interest may accrue for the final 25 days
prior to the promotion’s payment due date but will be waived if the payment of the balance is made in full by the due date. Product may vary by location. We reserve the right to limit quantities by store and per purchase. +This offer cannot be combined with any other free gift or discount offer, sale or other promotion, unless otherwise specified... One FREE gift per
purchase. Effective March 1st -31st, 2008 or unless otherwise ** With minimum purchase of $999 sleep set and the purchase of an appropriate bedframe. *** When you purchase a mattress pad or UV3 protection.. See in store for complete details.
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