Our housing att

This is the third in a series of articles
examining the big environmental chal-
lenge we face in Wellington-Halton Hills
and throughout Canada.

It was previously argued that one of
the fundamental causes of environ-
mental destruction in Canada is urban
sprawl. In addition, the system of high-
ways and infrastructure required to
support these sprawling communities
is simply not economically sustainable.

The second column argued that the
solutions to urban sprawl lie in either
adopting a zero population growth
policy or in a significant overhaul of
urban and transit planning. Since there
is little appetite to reduce our popula-
tion growth, the remaining solution is
to overhaul urban and transit planning.
This would mean ensuring that the
vast majority of new population
growth occurs within the existing
built-up urban areas in the GTA, while
committing billions from provincial
and federal governments for public
transit. The result would be higher
populations and densities in cities like
Toronto and Mississauga, an easing in
the flow of commuters and goods, and
in turn, an end to sprawl.

Some have suggested that an alter-
native to the “command-and-control
approach” of urban and transit plan-
ning is to use “market forces” to
achieve the same goal of halting urban
sprawl. This alternative is the increas-
ingly talked about “carbon tax”, essen-
tially a tax on fuel and energy. This
carbon tax would have to be priced
high enough to effect change and have
an impact. Many argue that the addi-
tional tax revenues produced by a car-
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Re: Money Matters — Feb. 27, 2008
What Is Pension Income Splitting?

Pension income splitting does not
require the individuals to be age 65.
Rather, the main question to be asked is,
“Is it eligible pension income”? As
there are many different sources of
pension income, rules and regulations
for eligibility differ for those under and
over age 65. Essentially, pension
income must qualify for the pension
income deduction before it can be split
with a spouse or common law partner.
Each new tax measure or program is
accompanied by a new set of rules and
regulations. Contact your tax consultant
or the Canada Revenue website for
further details.

At Yorkshire, we are committed to
ensuring your return is completed
accurately! Call us at 905-873-2697
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bon tax could be used to reduce per-
sonal income taxes, as well as taxes on
savings and investments (i.e. capital
gains taxes, dividend taxes, taxes on
interest earnings, etc.). In addition to
the environmental benefit of stopping
sprawl, this could also produce an eco-
nomic benefit. All other things being
equal, productivity and wages would
increase. Reducing taxes on savings
and investments would lead to
increased inflows into the capital mar-
kets. This means an increase in capital
available for companies to invest in
plant and equipment, which in turn
means increases in productivity and
wages.

So why haven’t we moved aggres-
sively to implement the solutions sug-
gested above? It is in part because we
live in a cultural milieu where the ideal
of a two-car garage and backyard for
everyone remains dominant. Everyone
deserves a backyard, it is said. But hav-
ing a backyard for every family and for
the more than three million additional
people expected to arrive in the
Greater Golden Horseshoe over the
next 20 years is simply not environ-
mentally or economically compatible.
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itudes must change

Furthermore, it would saddle future
generations with the millstone of a
sprawling infrastructure system they
could ill afford to maintain.

We don’t have a lot of land. This
seems a ridiculous statement to make,
until one realizes that much of Canada
is inhospitable to human habitation.

Others argue that halting sprawl
and creating denser communities
would result in more expensive hous-
ing. This is true if one is committed to
the idea that every family deserves to
live in a single-detached home on a
large lot. However, families can and do
live comfortably in multi-storey build-
ings across much of Europe and Asia.
A condo-townhouse along a public
transit corridor costs just as much as
single detached home on a larger lot.
Arguably, these denser communities—
a good mix of residential and commer-
cial supported by public transit—
result in a much higher quality of life.

Building more single unit, tract
housing, on agricultural lands simply
cannot continue. The era of building
tract housing must come to an end if
we are ever to tackle our environmen-
tal and economic challenges. Most
importantly, it must come to an end if
we are to preserve and protect the land
to pass on to our children. Doing oth-
erwise would leave them with an envi-
ronmental mess and a sprawling infra-
structure system they can ill afford to
maintain. We can do better than leave
this to future generations.

—Michael Chong is the MP for
Wellington-Halton Hills and can be
reached at chongm@parl.gc.ca

or at 866-878 5556.
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DIRECT ENERGY CENTRE  EXHIBITION PLACE
Weekdays, March 12 - 14 10 am - 8 pm
Saturday, March 15 10 am - 8 pm
Sunday, March 16 10 am - 6 pm

Adults $16 * Juniors $9 (Ages 6 to 15) * Seniors $9 (60+ years)
Children (under 6 years) Free when accompanied by an adult
Family Pass $38 (two adults & two juniors)
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905-451-9275

TEAMS/INDIVIDUAL
905-840-7370
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We would like to thank everyone
who participated in the
surprise festivities last

Friday celebrating
Frank’s 60th.

Your thoughtful gifts & well

wishes were greatly appreciated,

and because of your generosity $305
will be donated to CASHh.

Sincerely
o =

The Van De Valk Family
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St. George’s Anglican Church

0 Guelph Street, Georgetown  905-677-4044
Addiional parking at Georgetonn Ditic Hgh Schoal
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MESSY CHURCH, SAT. MARCH 8, 4:00 PM.
Worship, Crafts & Dinner
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00,9:30 & 11:15a.m.

K'NECT KIDS - 9:30 a.m.

Nursery Care - 9:30 & 11:15.am.
THURSDAY WORSHIP 10:00 a.m.

Georgetown Allance Church

Sunday Services’
at 9:00 & 11:00 AM

A Nursery & Junior Worship are
offered during both services

290 Main St. (S. of Maple

905-873-0249
www.togetheratgac.com

REV. DR. JAMES COOPER

116 Main St. South
Georgetown, ON
(905) 877-7585

KNOX
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

God’s Word for
Today’s World.

www.knoxgeorgetown.ca

SUNDAY SERVICES 11:00 AM (Nursery Services Provided)

Service Dial-In:
(905) 702-1629

GEORGETOWN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

welcomes you!
Lead Pastor: Rev. Gary vanLeeuwen
Associate Pastor: Rev. Ted. 5. Bootsma
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm

11611 Trafalgar Road (north of Maple Avenue) 905-877-4322

www.gcrc.on.ca
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(Affiliated with World Christianship Ministries) &
& A Life changing ministry &
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
BALLINAFAD COMMUNITY CENTRE downstairs
ALL WELCOME Sunday Worship 11a.m.
PASTOR ANDREW G. PATON (COUNSELLING AVAILABLE)

(519) 853-5657
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Join us Sundays
at 9:30AM for
coffee 10:00AM
Service, Nursery
& Kids Churchl!
Lead Pastor:
David Tapley

13619 Hwy 7 West Tal. 905-873-9652 Website: www.gcfchurch.ca

Acton Pastor John Bell

. 80 Mill St. E., Acton
Baptist 519-853-0690
Chur Ch The Lord is good, a strong held in the
B.C.O. Q. days of trouble, and He knoweth them

that trust in Him (Naham 1:7)

Worship Service & Sunday School
10:00 am Sundays
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