
OPINION
With the memory of the Walkerton water tragedy

still reasonably fresh in our memories, you would
think Halton residents wouldn’t be so cavalier when it
comes to the quality of their drinking water.

However, a report presented to the Region’s health
and social services committee recently revealed that of
the 261 wells randomly tested by the Halton Region
Health Department in 2007— largely in Halton Hills
and Milton— 37 per cent had unacceptable water
quality in terms of bacteria.

That number was almost on par with a similar
study in 2006 that showed 38 per cent of wells had
unacceptable levels of bacteria.

Halton Medical Officer of Health Dr. Bob Nosal
called the results “disconcerting”.

The good news is that the health department has
not received any reports of residents becoming sick by
drinking tainted water. However, on the downside,
that study showed that approximately one third of the
tested wells had deficiencies that could lead to the
water supply being contaminated by surface and rain
water runoff.

“Many of these deficiencies, such as cracks in well
casing or poor drainage around the well head allow
bacteria to contaminate the well, making it an unsafe
water source,” Nosal said. “Proper well construction
and maintenance is the first line of defence to safe-
guard drinking water from contamination.”

Unfortunately many Halton well owners simply
aren’t having their water tested. In 2004 the Region
tested 7,000 well water samples but last year that num-
ber dipped to 4,000.

For such a simple— and free— procedure you
would think more well owners would have their water
tested. After all, is bacteria-laden water something you
want to ingest on a regular basis?

Sample bottles are available free of charge and can
be picked up or dropped off locally at the health
department’s Georgetown office (93 Main St. S.)
Monday-Thursday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
The bottles can also be mailed out to residents at their
request.

Water, and its quality, is not something we should
take for granted.

Remember Walkerton?
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear  editor,
I couldn’t agree more with Ted

Brown’s Feb . 8 column about the asi-
nine policy of the Ministry of
Education with regard to late assign-
ments.  

I hear that many school boards have
tried and discarded this policy as
unworkable for precisely the reasons
you listed in your column.
Unfortunately, the Halton board is

clinging to the “letter of the law”, so to
speak.

You alluded to university and col-
lege applications, where marks are very
important. The other thing that’s
important in this regard is getting
those applications in on time.  Sending
a university, college or even residence
application in late just won’t cut it.
Similarly, there is no “feel free to hand
in assignments when you feel like it”

policy at any of the universities or col-
leges in this province or any other.

Not having late penalties does a dis-
service to students, who will graduate
without any realization of the very real
deadlines in the world outside the
classroom. Missed getting that dream
job because you were late for the inter-
view? Too bad! Missed your wedding
because you and your girlfriends were
out shopping and lost track of the
time? Bad luck!   

Unless the Ministry of Education
and the Halton Board discard this ludi-
crous policy, voters just might decide
to be too late to vote in the next
municipal and provincial elections.

Maggie Laidlaw, Guelph

Policy does a disservice to students
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6 Acton/Georgetown, Friday, February 29, 2008 

Dear editor,
I was thinking the other day how

the new student ‘better late than
never’ policy for assignments would
play out in the business world.

“George, that important assign-
ment is three days late. What’s the
holdup?”

“I’m sorry, Mr. Edwards, but I
haven’t had time to get around to it...
what with skiing last weekend and a

very demanding girlfriend.”
“That’s OK, George, we have a

‘pyramid of intervention’ here at
Widget International.  We’ll help you
with your time management skills
and break the assignment into small-
er stages so that we don’t interfere
with your social life.  After all, it’s
better late than never.”

Yeah! Right!
Ian Barrett, Acton

Dear editor,
Re: Feb. 13 editorial (Schools

out.. to lunch).
Does the Ministry of Education

understand that time management is
absolutely essential in our busy soci-
ety today? Getting assignments in on
time, as well as other planning, is
necessary to any form of accomplish-
ment in this world. Does the
Ministry of Education have meetings
and agendas they have to plan, pre-
pare for, and attend and if they miss

these time lines is it OK?
There are now more daily plan-

ners, planning software and other
electronic devices than ever before to
help us organize our time.

We are producing a generation of
people who can’t fail because they
get a number of chances to do it over
again and now they don’t need to
plan for now or the future.

WAKE UP MINISTRY OF EDU-
CATION!

Ross Pechaluk, Georgetown

School policy wouldn’t work in working world

Ministry producing a generation who can’t fail

Dear editor,
Like everyone we’re struggling to

cope with this crazy winter.
Recently I came home from work

expecting to break my back (again)
trying to clear the mountain of heavy
snow left by the snowplow. As I
approached my driveway I couldn’t
believe what I saw— the driveway was
cleaned perfectly. 

My neighbour said she saw a man
operating a “plow with a snow blower
on the back”. As she went to thank
him he had finished and left. She fol-
lowed in her car but seconds later
there was no plow to be found.  

We want to thank this very kind
gentleman for such a huge favour. It
made my week and I wish he could
know how much we appreciate it.

Liz Zahara, Georgetown

Mystery plower thanked



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


