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YOU AND YOUR PET

Callie Is a special dog
with special needs

JUDITH-ANNE KOLU
UCHS volunteer

It truly is a responsibility to write on our ani-
mals— how do you represent the dog/cat fairly
but attract the right family to come to the
Shelter and adopt the pet and hopefully live
“happily ever after™?

And then when they are Callie, who has
been bounced from ‘pillar to post’ it is extra
hard. Callie’s next home must be with a family
who possess knowledge of the pros and cons of
this breed mix and are willing to welcome this
active little dynamo with her special needs into
their family.

[ visited her on Saturday, such a compact lit-
tle girl, so happy and exuberant to be out of her
pod and dash about showing me her alacrity in
athletics. Straight to the toy box, toy in mouth,
eager eyes and body langauage, imploring ‘let’s
play’. You cannot see Callie without smiling,
even though it is a sad situation; her ever-soar-
ing spirit lifts yours but leaves a lump in your
throat. We are concerned that once again con-
fined in a kennel for much of the day, this
“exercise nut” may become extremely stressed
out and deteriorate.

How is it that this young, female Australian
Cattle Dog/Blue Heeler cross is having such a
run of bad luck?

Callie is a little girl with a big, big heart
whose ideal home is on a farm or large property
where she can ‘herd real life or in her imagina-
tion. Herding breeds ‘nip’, which is a built-in
herding trait and children of any description do
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not seem suitable for Callie. Maybe this behav-
iour was allowed in her first family when she
was a young pup, or just that Callie has an extra
strong herding instinct.

We have successfully adopted out others of
her breed but Callie is not so lucky. People just
aren’t getting that this is not biting in the true
sense of the word but rather an inherent part of
the herding breeds.

Callie was originally surrendered because
her family (which did include children) had to
go into care and we will never forget the day
when the family said goodbye. No one can say
after observing her that dogs don’t cry; that was
the day Callie lost part of her heart. No one who
witnessed this goodbye can forget her look as
these people, through no fault of their own, left
her alone and desolate.

However, Callie being Callie picked herself
up and tried to make the best of the situation.
A new family was found after several months of
residency and she went off tail wagging, and
spirits high, but their resident dog attacked
Callie and back she came. When the family
euthanized the older dog, Callie returned and
all seemed to be going well but her herding

instinct apparently kicked in and she was
returned. We had strongly stressed chil-
dren were not to be part of the package.

If Callie becomes a member of your
family you will be rewarded with love, and
would find joy in and appreciate her love of
play especially with water, swimming and
paddling in the summer, rolling snowballs
for you in the winter, and you will laugh
and join her as often as you could in her
ball play. You would be amazed at her
perfect agility which she often shows
by leaping shoulder high to grab the
leash when being walked. While
this is fun for Callie, you might
not think so and should gently
correct her with kindness. Callie
loves to leap on the cairns (memor-
ial stones) on the Shelter property and rolls over
to have her belly rubs— her intelligent nature
ensures she picks a perfect spot for her caregiv-
er to reach her easily!

You will laugh at her enthusiasiam with her
soccer ball, which in addition to being used for
water play and snowballs can become an object
to worry and pounce on until the ball gives up.
Water pails are another delight— and can be
adapted for even more play. You would realize
that really Callie needs a job!

You should listen to the Shelter staffs advice
and research herding breeds before attempting
to adopt Callie. You would also realize that even
if your family has little contact with children,
when children are around, you must take extra
care to have her on leash, and make sure that

CALLIE
children are not teasing her or playing around
her to make her want to ‘herd'.

We feel confident that Callie will find a
home. She is a special spirit, who would actual-
ly blossom in a home with another of her kind
(how she loved to play and herd with Blake
who was the same breed but who has since
been adopted). If that resident dog was ‘domi-
nant’ so much the better, as it would help guide
and mold Callie and help her settle into a new
family.

It will be a great day for all of us at UCHS
when Callie finds that special family, as we do
not want the stress of being returned once too
often to overcome her spirited nature. Callie is
waiting to make a snowball for you— to meet
her call 519-833-2287.
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PET HOTEL & SPA
A unique concept in Pet Boarding

» Professional Certified
Grooming for all Breeds
of Dogsand Cats

> Doggie Daycare

For People Wha Love Thein Pets
wineseatiiuinets.con 909.]02.9999

SUPER SUDS PET STOP

*Clipping
*Bathing

*Grooming
(All Breeds)
*Professional
Styling
Debbie Niedermuller
Sara Tone
Member of Ontario Dog Groomers Association

332 Guelph St., Unit 5

Our new | from C. ian Tire

905-877-8884

www.supersudspetstop.ca

CLEAN NEW FACILITY WITH OPEN CONCEPT!
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Mecing Al Your Groomng

Negds for Cats & Dgs
Multi Pet Discounts
i Glft Certlﬁcates Available *

$10 OFF Your First Visit

& Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments <

Call 905-873-7055

For An Appointment
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GLOBAL PET FOODS

Located in the
Georgetown Market Place

905-873-7086
Health food store for your pet

Numerous lines of
holistic pet foods.

Call or stop in for more info.

R.R. #4, Georgetown, Ont.
905-873-1354

Mobile/House Calls

Dental Services

Preventative Medicine
Professional all breed dog and
cat grooming

Surgery

Wellness and Senior Programs
Kitten and Puppy Programs
Separate Cat Suites for boarding
Spacious runs for all breed dog
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home
www.petsatheme.ca

PROFESSIONAL PET CARE SERVICES

Dog Walking * Pampered Pet Sitting * Purrrfect Cat Care
905.373.3579 *® inko@pefsatihome.ca

PERSONALS
GARE
IWHENY OU,
GANIBbE
HEREY

boarding
Pet Supplies

<

Corner of River Rd. and 10th Line

(Across from Eagle Ridge Golf Course) Hospital tours welcome

www.terraglen.com and visiting hours encouraged.
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AI| Canadian Pet Services Network

Petsathome is an
insured and bonded

company!
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