A laid-back approach— almost

As the calendar flipped over to 2008, I decided
to take a more mellow and laid-back approach to
life. It's not really a New Year’s Resolution, more
of a lifestyle adjustment to enjoy life a bit more.

Let’s face it, getting all bent outta shape over
some stupid little issue ain’t really productive,
and can only inject stress into one’s life.

So that was my goal— become laid-back.

Waking up New Year’s Day, I peered out the
window to see what the weather was like. We'd
driven home in a snowstorm hours before, so 1
was expecting a hefty accumulation of the white
stuff in the driveway.

I wasn’t disappointed— it was pretty deep.

The Sidekick and I took a hike over to the
shed to plug in the tractors’ block heaters, amid a
blowing whiteout storm. Looking at the condi-
tions, I decided it might be wise to get the snow
blower out and get rid of some of the snow, and
then blow it again later, after the storm had sub-
sided.

I fired up my trusty old tractor and snow
blower, ready to do battle with anything Old Man
Winter could toss at me.

That tractor is my favourite, bought new in
1972. Climbing into the cab and sliding behind
the controls is sort of like greeting an old friend.

The same with the attached seven-foot wide
snow blower— it's 25 years old, looks like it's 5
years old at best, and hasn’t given a smidgen of
trouble in that quarter century of use.

I have full confidence in that tractor and blow-
er combo— so much confidence that years ago a
lady considering renting a house on my property
indignantly asked if I had ‘adequate equipment to
clear that long lane of snow.’

I recall my curt reply, “If the snow is so deep
that my tractor and blower can’t handle it, then
you really shouldn’t be trying to go to work.”

That thought in mind, I smirked like some
fanatical operator, as I pulled out of the shed,
engaged the blower and the snow started to pour
out of the spout in a long white stream. But after
clearing only 25 feet, the blower suddenly quit.

Returning to the sanctuary of the shed to
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investigate, I found the PTO drive shaft had sepa-
rated.

Years ago, this might have been the point
where I'd have let rip with a long line of profani-
ty, threw things and got all bent outta shape.

But I didn’t. Not a word. Not even a head
shake. Instead, I tenderly thought how that dear
old snowblower had given all those years of
dependable service and never once complained.

I borrowed a shaft off a neighbour’s blower, but
it didn’t fit, so I climbed aboard my other tractor
equipped with a loader (but without the comfort
of a cab) and spent several hours punching a hole
through the deep snow in the driveway.

I had to clear it again early Wednesday morn-
ing in the dark, after the snow had blown in
overnight. But not once did I get even the teeniest
bit upset. In fact, I actually reveled in the fact that
I'd engaged ‘Plan B, and got the job done— laid-
back.

Thanks to Bill Brooks of Brooks Farm Service,
the shaft was repaired Wednesday afternoon, and
I had the blower back in service later that night..
A couple hours of cleaning up the piles of snow
in the dark and things were back to normal.

Actually, T was damn proud of myself.

During that entire ordeal, not one word of
profanity passed through my lips.

Okay, we won't count that one single, solitary,
very brief moment, when I nailed my finger while
re-assembling the blower drive shaft...

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)

99 . ,":.

Brampton

547 Steele Ave East,
in the Orion Gate Plaza

Acton/Georgetown, rrigay, January 4, 2008 7

Cash Back Now
On Your Car Insurance

Insurance company rates are $100's,
even $1,000’s apart for the same car
and driver.

For Free...InsuranceHotline.com instantly

All you need to do is call the contact
provided by InsuranceHotline.com.
The insurance rep will do the rest.

Look at this chart...There’s a spread of

\
%\
@

1220 Steeles Ave E.
Hwy 401 & James Snow Parkway
(905) 864-3303

$1,000’s from the insurance company
offering the lowest rate to the highest
rated company.

30 Insurance Companies Quoted — Lowest to Highest Rate

Driving Record | Vehicle Low HIGH

quotes you the best price available from
over 30 of the top insurance companies.
80% of drivers that go on-line find an
average savings of $780, instantly.

Then you decide if you'd rather wait for
your insurance to renew, or get your
money back NOW by switching to a better

Pontiac Grand Am

priced insurance company. Good Record SE DR $1,313 | $4,698
Make no mistake...It's easy to switch. Chevrolet Blazer
InsuranceHotline.com emails you your 2 Tickets S Series 20R awp | $1/988 | $5.509

quote and gives you the name of the
insurance company that has the best rate,
along with their contact information.

The probability of you being insured,
right now, with the insurance company
that has the best rate for you is low.

Lee Romanov
President, InsuranceHotline.com

InsuranceHotline.com directs you to
the best priced insurance company.

InsuranceHotline.com finds this rate for drivers!

$5,000
$4,500
$3,500
$3,000
$2,500
$1,500
$1,000

$500

i

HHHHH

Go to www.InsuranceHotline.com and get your

money back now.

=

MADE WITH SPACE AGE
MEMORY FOAM & PRESSURE
RELIEVING LATEX

s\

JJ!?I!FL'JLQ

: V Sep Set 11 9999

Reg Price. $1999.97 Plus Do Not Pay For
King Sleep Set Reg Price. $2599.97 - SALE PRICE $1599.99 diamabtkp

MADE WITH
SPACE AGE
MEMORY FOAM

\

&

| Sealy.
osturepedic

o'

Sealy Posturepedlc

Plush or Firm

Queen Sleep Set ,1 . 4
Plus D (ay For

Price. $1499.97
7 SALE PRICE $1469.99 aqua2pkpkiaqua2fipk

gk

King Sleep Set R

- &

shop our entire mattress seIectlon@thebrlckmattressstore com!

PRICE
GUARANTEE

BRICK CARD..
P LAT INIE9L

Steeles Ave., East

Milton

e
BRICK

T BRICK
e

"P UosduiouL

We will beat any
competitor's comparable
offer on a comparable
product by 10%.

<
Ixemmd MOUS SBWep

See in-store for complete details.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


