Food bank needs two new volunteers

Being a food bank director
IS a ‘rewardin’ experience

LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

Verna Jespersen says stepping down from
the Georgetown Bread Basket board of direc-
tors was a tough decision for her.

The Terra Cotta woman was one of the
founding members of the food bank 11 years
ago and enjoyed serving as a director in
many roles. She encourages others to step
forward and take on one of the two director’s
positions currently available on the food
bank’s board.

“It’s very rewarding because you feel
you're contributing to the less fortunate in
the community,” said Jespersen, who stepped
down as a director this past summer to focus
some of her energy on another worthy cause,
but continues to be an active volunteer at the
Bread Basket. “It makes you realize how for-
tunate you are yourself when you work with
the underprivileged.”

While she often gladly devoted many long
hours to the food bank while serving as a
director she said those interested in becom-
ing a director have the opportunity to deter-
mine how much time they want to put in, in
addition to a commitment to working at least
once or twice a month at the food bank
either Wednesday or Saturday. There is also
usually one meeting a month and also
fundraising and awareness events held at the
Georgetown Farmers’ Market, so the direc-
tors may be required to staff that booth occa-
sionally.

“The rest is all up to them. It’s very flexi-
ble,” said Jespersen.

The food bank has directors serving as
treasurer, office manager, volunteer co-ordi-
nator, facility manager, media co-ordinator
and chair. The two available positions are for
directors at large.

Jespersen said it was difficult to get the
food bank up and running back in 1996.

“There was a lot of paperwork. Finding a
facility was the hardest part,” she said.

She remembers “wobbly shelves” and
“very little storage space” in the original
facility at 247 Armstrong Ave.

She said back then, the food bank served
about 50 families and today that number has
tripled. This past June, the food bank passed
a milestone when it served its 1,000th cus-
tomer.

“It fluctuates with the season and the
economy,” said Jespersen.

She added they serve a mix of single men,
single mothers and families.

Approximately 50 volunteers help out at
the food bank, she said.
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Retiring Georgetown Bread Basket director
Verna Jespersen says, “It makes you realize
how fortunate you are yourself when you
work with the underprivileged.” She is retir-
ing after 11 years and her departure will
leave the food bank in need of two new vol-
unteer directors.
Photo by Ted Brown
“It’'s very worthwhile,” said Jespersen.
Anyone interested in becoming a director
or a volunteer at Georgetown Bread Basket is
asked to call the food bank at 905-873-3368
or drop by the food bank at 55 Sinclair Ave.
Unit 12, 9 a.m. to noon Wednesday or
Saturday to obtain an application form.
New directors will receive full training.
(Lisa Tallyn can be reached at
ltallyn@independentfreepress.com)
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WILL YOUR FURNACE LAST THE SEASON?
TIRED OF HIGH GAS BILLS?
INSTALL A COLEMAN SYSTEM AND ...

SAVE! SAVE!
: up to 1 850!*

Get your
Rebates
before they
expire!

High Efficiency Burner
System, saves up to 50% or

DC Blower Motor more in gas bills

saves up to $300/yr.
in electricity.
*Offer ends soon,

oleman$
see dealer for details. Gey;ﬂﬂﬂaa’/

“APPLEBY SYSTEMS 877-8990

Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service

118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple)
Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4; Appointments available after hours upon request

AND
Don’t pay until May ‘08

om

Adult Upgrading in Georgetown [N

Avoid the Winter Commute! Academic Upgrading (ACE) Right here in Town!

Earn grade 12 equivalency credits in Math and/or English in order to:
+ Qualify for Ontario College post-secondary programs

+ Qualify for Apprenticeship or Pre-apprenticeship programs

+ Upgrade your academic and workplace skills

Does your
community-based
project need
funding assistance?

The Halton Healthy Community Fund
is accepting funding proposals for 2008.

The Halton Healthy Community Fund is made up of a group of
partners that come together to fund worthwhile, community-based
projects that make Halton a healthier community.

&R

To find out more, join us at an
information session on:

Thursday, January 17, 2008
6:30 to 8:00 pm

Halton Hills Civic Centre
Council Chambers

1 Halton Hills Drive

Halton Hills (Georgetown)

T

Healthy Community
Funders of Halton

+ Prepare for the GED test

Are you eligible for this
program?

This program is open to
adult students who have left Mon., Tues. & Wed. Evenings
school. 6:00 pm —9.00 pm

Literacy North Halton Read*Spell*Write Program

+ Part-time Evening Programs
Cost of Program?
Tuition is FREE.

A minimum registration
fee applies.

Classes Dates and Times:
Start any week, subject to
space and availability

Information will also be presented on:

* Town of Halton Hills Municipal
Assistance Program

* The Trillium Foundation
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=5 Continuous year round literacy program assisting adults with upgrading reading, writing, basic . . . .
= math and cimputer skills —ysEccgssful studen?s can now rearc)jgi;ly acc%ss the AgCE pro:ram. To_ register for this §essmn, please call 905-873-2601, x2261 or emall
.E If you wish to improve reading and writing for your work and family life, Lovell, michelleh@haltonhills.ca.

- this program is suitable for you. Ee) %, . . o

% T AT To obtain a copy of the 2008 Funding Guidelines, call 905-825-6000 x2502

3 Need to Know More? < S or toll free at 1-866-442-5866. Copies can also be obtained at

3 Contact Literacy North Halton 905-873 2200 %ey%ﬂ“&\ www.halton.ca/scs/financialassistance/funding.
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