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Halton is becoming one big real estate develop-
ment in the eyes of resident Tom Muir.

The Burlington resident was among eight other
delegates at a recent regional council meeting who
pleaded for local politicians to build a more eco-
logically sound future for Halton residents.

Representatives from several environmental
groups also voiced support for Oakville
Councillor Allan Elgar’s request that staff deter-
mine exactly how many more people and houses
the region can accommodate without “degrada-
tion of air quality, human health and growing
threats to the ecological fabric of our landscape.”

It received unanimous approval from council.
Activist Leslie Adams of Sustainable Halton

Hills even offered free consulting services to help
hammer out a workable solution, as did Kurt
Koster of Burlingtongreen.

Delegates also approached council in light of a
recent report released by the Environmental
Commissioner of Ontario, Gord Miller, that said,
“...our existing planning processes cannot protect
ecosystems while accommodating the growing
demands for infrastructure, roads and water.” 

In turn, council asked the people who
approached the microphone for their help in con-
vincing the provincial and federal government to
rethink its Places to Grow Plan. It demands that
Halton make room for twice as many people over
30 years. By 2031 the region is expected to accom-
modate 780,000 people and 390,000 jobs.

According to Oakville Green Conservation
Association President Liz Benneian, “doubling our
current population can’t be accomplished without
significantly deteriorating our natural environment
and the health and quality of the life of Halton’s cit-
izens. As it stands, what we are doing is too little,
in too unco-ordinated a fashion, without a true

understanding of where we’re starting from.”
Conserving farmland, water and energy, as well

as improving air quality must be paramount to
future planning, said Erika Ristok, a resident of
Oakville who works in Milton and Oakville. 

“Like everywhere else Halton Region is trying
to have its cake and eat it too. Gassing up the car,
commuting to work and picking up grapes from
Chile in the grocery store are not workable in the
not so far future,” added Ristok.

Sustainable development, as described by the
World Commission on the Environment and
Development, is defined as meeting the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own.

That means figuring out the minimum forest
cover and wetland area needed to sustain a
healthy ecosystem with healthy air and watershed
and using minimum arable land for sustainable
agricultural industry to provide food for its own
residents.

“If we make the wrong choice our societies will
collapse and our very existence as a species will be
threatened,” said Roger Goulet, who spoke on
behalf of the group called Protecting Escarpment
Rural Land (PERL).

In determining Halton’s capacity to host more
residents, its ecological footprint must be deter-
mined, as well as where and how much to grow,
said Goulet.

Phase one of the Sustainable Halton process,
which began in May 2006, produced 22 technical
and background reports analyzing land supply,
housing directions, air quality and transportation,
water and waster water infrastructure, as well as
energy demand and supply. Three more phases of
the review and consultation process will follow in
2008-09.

Environmentalists, regional council
share concerns about growth plan



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


