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Skin and bones Trooper is rescued from near starvation

JUDITH-ANNE KOLU
UCHS volunteer

Desolation, abandonment, loneliness, and
above all starvation were all embodied in the
first sighting of the dog that came to be known
as Trooper.

One of our animal control officers took the
call at 7 am. knowing that this usually meant
at this time of day an animal in severe distress
or horribly injured. A homeowner had seen
this mere “ghost” of a dog outside her house
and called the UCHS and thank goodness she
did. Our animal control officer raced to
respond to the call, and on arrival her first
thoughts on approaching the dog was “Is he
even going to make it back to the Shelter”.

Standing, or rather wobbling in front of her
was a black lab-mix skeleton weighing (it was
later registered) 35 Ibs.. Trooper was so weak
from starvation that he could hardly stand, if
he moved, he would wobble and topple over.
Walking was not a possibility, he had no flesh
to speak of and was virtually “skin and bones”.

The emotion of the moment was over-
whelming for even our animal control officers,
but she knew there was a job to be done. She
spoke to him softly and picked him up gently,
even this action caused him to whimper in
pain. She laid him carefully on blankets on the

front seat next to her and started to drive.
What happened then was heartrenching... this
dear soul laid his bony head in her lap, and
just looked up at her as if to say at last, I
recognize that “someone cares for me.

A vet visit, and lengthy stay of many
weeks, was immediate. The vet, who
has been in practice for some time,
was appalled at Trooper’s condi-
tion and said she had never
seen a dog so thin and
emaciated. She felt he
had weathered most of
the winter (maybe
even four months)
battling starvation
and sub-zero
tem-

pera-
tures. She also designated him a “fight-

er” with obviously a strong will to survive.
Trooper was fed six meals of puppy food
each day for weeks, and was housed at the vet
for all that time. Trooper’s past, although
unknown, must have been one of a loved
trained dog, what happened to him we will
never know. We feel he was an “indoor dog”
fully housetrained and knowing you do not soil
your den. He knows all his commands “go to

Genevieve the cat says thanks for donations

Genevieve, the pretty calico feline, who had
an injured eye due to a pellet gun, would like
to thank the general public for the [0
response to her surgery plea.

Over $1,000 was donated to
pay for her surgery. She has had
great progress with excellent heal-
ing after surgery, some vision has
been reinstated and the prognosis
for a long and happy life in her
new home is very good.
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The public’s support has enabled us to have
dental surgery for another cat in residence who
i was suffering. This kitty’s teeth
were giving her a lot of pain.
Thanks to you she is now a
happy cat eating once again,
painfree and looking forward
to finding a home.

Thank you to all of you
who supported us— we could
not have done it without you.

TROOPER bed”, “speak’, “shake paws”,
“come”, “sit”, “lie down”
which makes his will to live

totally amazing. He meets everything with

great fortitude and has a very “special sweet
soul”. Everyone who meets him enjoy the
experience immensely.

Trooper is now in a foster home sharing life

with two other large dogs, eight cats and
four horses. He now weighs in at 50 lb
and is slowly gaining weight on the puppy
food and is fed three times a day, which will
eventually go to two.

Trooper is responding like a “normal”
canine, a little afraid of the horses, respectful of
the two resident dogs (who seem to know they
cannot rough-house with him) and wanting to
interact with the eight cats which he is learning
after an indignant scratch or two is not a good
thing!

His foster Mum says he constantly demon-
strates his very strong will to live, an inner
strength which is emotional to see. For
instance he is endeavouring to master stairs
again, and tries valiantly, and she feels that
once again he will do it.

Were all the vet bills and the strain on the
Society worth it? Of course they were. One
look at the rebirth of this boy lets you know
that the job the UCHS is doing is superlative.
Trooper would have been euthanized at many
facilities but that is why I am proudly associat-
ed with the UCHS because they feel it is the
right of even those many would turn away to

PET ME PLEASE

Dog Walking and Pet-Sitting
in Georgetown
“ fun filled outings for your dog

“ loving care for your new puppy

“ reliable in-home visits for your pets
“ housechecks for your peace of mind
“ certified in Pet First Aid

" puppy care discount

“ bonded and insured
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905-873-7149
silke@cogeco.ca
www.Krondorl.com/petmeplease

Flea Season is here!
Are you and your pet ready?
Come by and see our specials

372 Queen St. E.
Unit A3, Acton

519-853-9200

GLOBAL PET FOODS

Located in the
Georgetown Market Place

905-873-7086
Health food store for your pet

Numerous lines of
holistic pet foods.

Call or stop in for more info.

Canine Country Playground Studio Dog Traiming

presents

FUN & INNOVATIVE CLASSES
For All Levels ~ Classes Limited to 4 Dogs

ANNE COLACCi/head trainer

with twenty years experience

PRIVATE CONSULTATIONS
905-702-2671

9620 Wellington Rd. 42 (32nd Sideroad)
15 minutes from Georgetown

anne @ caninecountryplayground.com
¥ Training With Heart ¥
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be given a chance at a new life. The light return-
ing to Trooper’s eyes says it all.

UCHS establishes
Trooper’s Fund

Upper Credit Humane Society is announcing
the establishment of Trooper’s Fund for the pur-
pose of helping animals like Trooper and the
many other special needs animals that come into
our Shelter.

This fund will allow us to provide the exten-
sive medical care that goes into rehabilitating and
healing these animals such as dental surgery, X-
rays, orthopedic surgery, or other expensive
medical procedures that without the help of kind
people, we would be unable to perform.

We can accept personal cheques, Visa, debit
or cash. Please make cheques out to Upper
Credit Humane Society, and indicate in the
memo that your donation is to go to Trooper’s
Fund. Send to Trooper’s Fund, Upper Credit
Humane Society, 5383 Wellington Road 24, RR 2
Erin, Ontario, NOB 1TO or call 519-833-2287.

LMy KY5,
Canine/Aquaticifacilityss

Is your dog; Recovering from surgery?
Experiencing arthritis, paralysis, or hip dysplasia?
Needing to keep fit for that competitive edge?

If you said yes to any of the above then your
canine companion needs a visit to
Luv My K9's Inc. Canine Aquatic Facility.

We have a large temperature regulated pool, a hot
tub, a rinse down station and a mechanical hoist
and slings for the dogs that require additional
assistance into and out of the pools.

34 Ann Street, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 2V2
905-873-9959

www:luvmyk9stcom) =
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PET HOTEL & SPA
A unique concept in Pet Boarding

» Professional Certified
Grooming forall Breeds
of Dogsand Cats

» Doggie Daycare

16 Guelnh St Georsetown g, 79 (394

www.heautifulpets.com
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Dog Walking * Pampered Pet Sitting * Purrrfect Cat Care
905.873.3579 * inte@pefsattiome.ca
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Petsathome is an
insured and bonded
company!
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