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Good Trees at GREAT PRICES!!Good Trees at GREAT PRICES!!
10 Trees - 2.5 metre (8’) tall delivered to you.

$1499
Other Sizes & Quantities Available

Help Reduce GrHelp Reduce Greenhouse Gas. Plant Teenhouse Gas. Plant Trrees!ees!
Over 7000 of Colorado Spruce Trees to choose from.

A variety of colours and sizes to suit your requirements.

Come out to the 101 Tree Farm to pick your trees. 
We dig them and offer delivery & planting services!

Mike 905-877-6811
101trees@gmail.com
9101 15th Side Road

(at 3rd line)
Milton

www.101trees.ca

Create A
Beautiful
Natural
Property

Line

See customer testimonials at
www.heritagedecks.com 905-873-0368

Heritage Decks Ltd.
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Call for a free cheerful estimate.

Heritage Decks specializes in the design and construction of custom cedar decks
and built-in spas. Serving Georgetown & surrounding area for 22 years.

Every Heritage deck is meticulously constructed with top quality hand picked
material and totally original design.

1999 CHEV VENTURE

Mon. - Fri. 3 pm - 9 pm,  Sat. 9 - 6 pm

Extended, Loaded, Dual Air, 80,000 km

SUNNY MOTORS
WARRANTY
/FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

323 QUEEN STREET, ACTON
519-853-9012
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Happy 5th Birthday

SARAH
September 11, 2007
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ALL VEHICLE STORAGE
RV’s – Cars – Boats – Trailers

Motorcycles – etc.

Inside or Outside + Heated
“Secure Areas”

CRIBCO LTD., Norval
905-877-1876

Since 1953
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By ending the flag flying service or issuance
of proclamations it avoided placing council in
the position of making moral judgments,
avoided the awkwardness of having two orga-
nizations wanting to fly the flag at the same
time, and avoided placing council in the posi-
tion of endorsing organizations, which may be
offensive to some sectors of the community.

According to Perlin’s report, “Since notice
was given of the policy change in 1997 the
requests have all but stopped. The only
request, which has been somewhat continuous
and persistent has been from HOPE ...Indeed
HOPE continues to insist that council’s failure
to raise the Pride flag during Pride Week is dis-
crimatory contrary to the Human Rights
Code.”

Perlin noted the 1997 flag policy has “stood
the test of time” and other organizations have
found the opportunity to talk about their orga-
nization or event during a televised council
meeting as a good substitute or have found
other ways to promote their organizations.

Perlin provided council with four options:
the status quo; wide-open flag raisings (requir-
ing the hiring of a full-time staff person to
manage the request, $60,000 to $80,000);
offering either a flag raising or a proclamation
($20,000 to $40,000 for a part-time person),
and finally the fourth— and the one chosen—
the status quo with the exception of the
“human rights amendment” clause.

Resident Dan Zabukovec in a presentation
to council Tuesday said, he was opposed to the
Town flying the Pride flag as it would “proba-
bly be a big mistake. It would set a precedent
for any other special interest group, despite
their motivation, to gain leverage and demand
their flag be displayed.”

Zabukovec, who said he has discussed this
with other groups, said he’s concerned a coun-
cil decision could be swayed by the possibility
of legal costs if losing a human rights case. He
said the status quo policy treats everyone the
same and thus negates any human rights issue.

Raj Anand, a human rights lawyer, hired to
review the Town’s policy agreed— by treating
all organizations similarly, the 1997 policy was
not contrary to the Ontario Human Rights Code. 

But, he said, there has been a growing
expectation by the Ontario Human Rights
Commission that municipalities must go
beyond that and demonstrate they are not dis-
crimatory by furthering the rights of minori-

ties. Anand said while the opportunity to pub-
licize their organization at a council meeting is
a positive step, since most Ontario municipali-
ties fly the Pride flag, the Commission would
expect Halton Hills to follow the established
practice. Or if Halton Hills did not fly the flag,
it would have to give the organization “a leg
up” by organizing an annual human rights fes-
tival or picnic or sponsor numerous events
related to human rights.

Wards 1&2 Regional Councillor Clark
Somerville, chair of the Corporate Affairs com-
mittee, pointed to that summation as key to the
decision to change the policy.

“It won’t open the door (to other groups
demanding their flags be flown),” he said
Wednesday, “It’s a human rights amendment. ...
Our town has changed since 1997 and we have
to recognize how our community is changing
and how we have to be inclusive of everyone
and that they be made to feel welcome here.”

Somerville called for a recorded vote and the
mayor and all councillors stood in favour—
except for Acton Councillor Mike O’Leary,
who had left the council chambers during the
flag policy discussion, and Ward 2 Councillor
Bryan Lewis, who was absent for the meeting.

In an interview Wednesday, HOPE execu-
tive director Marcus Logan said the policy
change is “awesome news”.

“In making this change, it (council) is
demonstrating respect, acceptance, and inclu-
sion for all our residents, and for this we can
certainly be proud of our community leaders.”

Logan said his organization never indicated
to the Town that it would take this matter to
the Ontario Human Rights Commission but
Domenic Padula, who has represented HOPE in
a delegation to council on at least two occa-
sions, did file an individual complaint with the
Ontario Human Rights Commission in
February 2007. Perlin said, that complaint,
which was received by the Town in June, stated
the Town’s refusal to raise the Pride flag in
2005 and 2006 was in violation of the Human
Rights Code involving sexual orientation. Perlin
said the cost to fight Padula’s complaint would
have been in the $40,000 to $50,000 range.

With the approval of the amended policy,
the complaint has now been settled, Perlin
said.

HOPE  and the Halton Pride committee invite
the public to two events in Oakville to help cele-
brate Halton Pride Week which ends Sunday.
Call the HOPE offices at 905-632-4551 or e-mail
info@haltonpride.org for more information.

Town alters flag-flying policy
Continued from pg. 1
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