I'll just call it ‘serendipity’

We have all encountered coincidences.

Whether they be delightfully positive or cruel-
ly negative, there are events and occurrences in
everyone’s life that can only be called coinci-
dence. No one likes a cruel, negative coincidence,
but the positive ones are most welcome.

Actually I prefer to call them serendipity.

The dictionary defines serendipity as 1. an
aptitude for making desirable discoveries by acci-
dent, or 2. good fortune; good luck.

Last Saturday, I would say that definition pret-
ty much described the way things went.

I was at the celebration of the 150th anniver-
sary of Limehouse, which turned out to be a rag-
ing success. Part way through the day’s activities,
I was approached by a woman.

“Hi Ted, my name is Marianne Brown,” she
said, “Some of the people here pointed you out to
me, so I thought I'd introduce myself.

“The reason I wanted to talk to you,” she con-
tinued, “Is that I believe you are related to my
husband Hugh.”

I asked how we were related, and she said,
“through James Brown”.

Now I should explain something here. In my
family tree, during the late 1700s and 1800s, the
Browns were partial to using the names of fathers,
grandfathers, eldest brothers— you name it—
over and over through each generation.

The names James, John, Alexander and David
are so common, popping up in the Brown family
tree, that I usually refer to them as James-1799’
adding his year of birth, just to keep it straight.

So when Marianne Brown said we were related
through James,” I needed her to be a bit more
precise.

“Well, my husband Hugh is inside, and he’ll
tell you exactly which one we’re talking about.”

Enter Hugh Brown.

Now I'm average height, and don’t as a rule
feel ‘small.” That was until I met Hugh Brown.
He’s a tall "un.

After a quick intro, we established that we

shared great-great-grandfather, James Brown-
1799— the same one who purchased the Brown
farm in April 1826, (the farm where I reside) who
also built the farmhouse I live in today, and built
one of the two barns at home as well.

And, logically, Hugh’s great-grandfather
Alexander also lived on the Brown home farm as
a boy, before seeking his fortune up north.

Pretty neat stuff. Now this is were the coinci-
dence becomes serendipity.

I just naturally assumed Hugh and Marianne
were there as a result of the Limehouse 150th.

Nope, it was simply a lucky break. That morn-
ing in their Mount Hope home, Marianne sug-
gested to Hugh over breakfast that ‘today is a nice
day, let’s go find that cemetery in Limehouse,
where your great-great-grandfather is buried.’

They happened upon the 150th celebration
when they drove through Limehouse on their
way to the cemetery. Hugh knew enough to ask
for me, since another of our mutual cousins in
Fonthill had given him my name— but knowing
I'd be attending the 150th was simply a fluke.

So now Hugh Brown and I have met, and as a
result, we will trade info on the Brown family
connections. In doing so, we’ll maintain the
Brown history to pass down through the ages.

It was certainly an unplanned meeting, but I'll
never call it a coincidence.

It was simply serendipity.

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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In this sport, the right shoe is everything. We have the expertise to provide you
with a great fit and the right technologies, so you always get an outstanding

performance. newhalance.com
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Your Active Footwear & Apparel Store

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE
SO YOU CAN TOO.
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IT'S WHAT MOTIVATES.
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Not all models come in all widths.

72 Main St., Georgetown

905-877-3201
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GEORGETOWN GARDEN CENTRE
140 GUELPH ST. 905-877-8882

(The former Georgetown Fruit Market building)

Huge Selection of
FALL PLANTERS

now in stock

*Rose of Sharon +Perennial Hibiscus
*Other Hardy Perennials

GARDEN MUMS
ARE HERE!
Lots of great colours to choose fro

Bw 9185

2 gal. size

LOCAL CORN AND
TOMATOES NOW
AVAILABLE

TOPSOIL $1 99

25L BAG

SUPPLIES
sFertilizers *Grass Seed

*Tools
‘Weed & Insect Spray
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A Fun Family
Eventy

Champion

‘® JUST PAWS rreserts

[Feed ~ Brinks ~ Cames
Clve-arways ~ Sllent Avetion
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Cathy Prenter (905) 876-2206 www.justpaws.ca
Sponsored by The Canadian Champion

TouT commence 4 L'école /

Donnez a vos enfants les meilleures chances
de réussite dans la vie. L'école catholique de
langue frangaise offre une éducation de qualité
dans un milieu de vie catholique et francophone
ou le respect de la personne et la promotion
de l'excellence sont des valeurs partagées au
quotidien.

Partez du bon pied et inscrivez vos enfants a
I’école catholique de langue francaise.

Inscrivez votre enfant en ligne au
www.csdccs.edu.on.ca

Cliquer sur la rubriqgue « INSCRIPTIONS » ou
appeler au 1.800.274.3764

FamilLe d'écolLe$
SainTe-FamiLLe

Région de Dufferin, Peel et Halton

Ecole secondaire catholique
Sainte-Famille
1780, boul. Meadowvale - Mississauga

& 905.814.0318

Ecole élémentaire catholique
Ange-Gabriel *
1830, boul. Meadowvale - Mississauga

& 905.814.9122

Ecole élémentaire catholique
René-Lamoureux *
385, boulevard Meadows - Mississauga

& 905.270.0785
Ecole élémentaire catholique

Saint-Jean-Baptiste *
1910, rue Broad Hollow Gate - Mississauga

R 905.820.7460

Ecole élémentaire catholique
Sainte-Jeanne-d’Arc *
25, rue Laurelcrest - Brampton

&  905.453.8561

Ecole élémentaire catholique
du Sacré-Coeur *
34, promenade Miller - Georgetown

& 519.873.0510

Ecole élémentaire catholique
Sainte-Marie *

336, promenade Maurice - Oakville

& 519.742.2261

Ecole élémentaire catholique
de Milton *
263, chemin Britannia Est - Milton

&  905.864.3025

CONSEIL SCOLAIRE
DE DISTRICT CATHOLIQUE
CENTRE-SUD
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