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It's a big step for a little girl to board a school bus for the first time, but four-year-
old Emma Tyrrell of Georgetown made it look easy during Saturday’s School Bus
Orientation Day organized by the Halton School Bus Safety Committee.
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Development fees
to climb Sept. 1

CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Houses will get a lot more expensive to build— and
eventually buy— in Halton Hills starting on September 1,
but it will be cheaper to build an industrial building.

New development charges rates for the Town of Halton
Hills will go into effect on September 1 with fees rising
between 5 and 90 per cent.

Council approved its new Development Charges bylaw
at its recent August meeting.

Development charges (DCs) are levies that municipalities
impose on developers to help pay for the additional growth.
Without DCs tax rates would have to rise substantially just
to pay for new and expanded facilities and services.

Over the next nine years, the Town will spend $8.3 mil-
lion in capital projects specifically on growth-related
roads— only $5.3 million will be covered by DCs and tax-
payers will have to pay $2.7 million.

The new development charge for a single or semide-
tached home will go up 43.9 per cent from $8,381 to
$12,063. DCs are usually added onto the price of a house.

The same home in Milton would only be charged a
$8,204 DC, $9,729 in Burlington, $12,185 in Oakville,
$9,978 in Mississauga, $16,214 in Brampton and $13,624 in
Caledon.

A three-bedroom townhouse home development charge
will go up 36.4 per cent to $10,118 while a one-two bed-
room townhouse will go up only 4.9 per cent to $6,226.

DCs for an apartment with two or more bedrooms will
go up 24.2 per cent or $5,837 while an apartment with less
than two bedrooms will see a 33.2 per cent increase
($4,281). DCs for a special care/needs apartment will rise
57.4 per cent ($3,891).

On the non-residential side, DCs for industrial buildings
will drop 23.4 per cent from $30.10 per sq. metre to $23.06
per sq. metre. But other non-industrial development
charges will go up 89.8 per cent from $30.10 per sq. metre
to $57.12 per sq. metre.

Industrial DCs in Milton are $34.27, $30.90 in
Burlington, $58.41 in Oakville, $35.90 in Mississauga,
$39.16 in Brampton and $18.43 in Caledon.

Factors figuring into the increase of rates include higher
construction costs, increased service levels particularly in
recreation and fire protection, lack of grants and subsidies
from other levels of government, the plan to move to a full
recovery of all growth-related costs and a new allowable
charge for parking.

For every DC collected for a single family home: $1,115
goes to library services, $669 to fire protection, $5,051 to
recreation and parks, $741 to public works, $277 to park-
ing, $423 to general government, $3,681 to roads and relat-
ed, and $107 to stormwater management.

The town revises its DC bylaw every five years.
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CALL THE GEORGETOWN  1-866-364-0697 or
HEADQUARTERS

905-877-7818

1.6 Litre DOHC,

5 Speed Transmission,
AM/FM/CD/MPS, P185 14,
Front & Rear Floor Mats.
Stk #065260
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*Frt.,, admin., taxes & license fee extra ** Lease based upon 48 mo., 80,000 free km, frt., 1st, admin., taxes, lic. fee due on signing
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2007 CHEVROLET AVEO SEDAN

GEORGETOWN CHEVROLET

33 MOUNTAINVIEW, GEORGETOWN (JUST NORTH OF HWY. #7 ON MOUNTAINVIEW) 905-877-6944

Variable Rate

BOB WOODS ~

Mortgage Specialist
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“Rate subject to change
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