Kia has done its homework
and the proof is the Sorento
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part-time 4WD system that is primarily rear-drive but
with torque being able to shift to the front with the drive
mode controlled by a rotary knob on the dash. This sys-
tem can tow up to 3,500 Ib. Fuel consumption is listed at
14.0L/100 km city and 9.21/100 km highway.

The LX luxury priced at $38,995 is equipped with a
3.8-litre DOHC V6 with 262 hp and 260 Ib/ft of torque
with a full-time 4WD system that can shift torque up to
50:50, front:rear, again with a rotary knob to the left of
the steering wheel. In this guise towing is listed at 5,000
Ib and fuel economy at 14.0L/100 km city and 9.81/100
km highway.

Both engines run on regular fuel.

The $6,500 difference between the two Sorentos is
engines and 4WD systems plus things like climate con-
trol and 17-inch wheels on the LX Luxury compared to
manual air and 16-inch tires on the LX. There is a lot
more on the LX Luxury like leather and power sunroof,
but the Kia.ca website spells it all out.

One thing worth noting is both versions come with
full spares mounted on alloy wheels, not donut tires that
should not be driven more that 100 km.

From the outside, the 2008 Sorento is little changed
in appearance with the exception of a few things like a
revised grille. Beneath the skin, much was changed like
the frame, which is shared with no other Kia or Hyundai
(that own Kia) for that matter.

Kia made a big deal at the Sorento press launch about
the cost differences between it and its main competitors.
It’s a bit like apples and oranges, but the base LX is
about 27 per cent less than a comparably equipped Ford
Explorer XLT and about 18 per cent less than a Nissan
Pathfinder S.

What the Sorento should have made more about is
the size compared to price. The LX is a mid-size but has
most of the equipment of some of the current compact
SUV/CUVs on the market. The back seat is roomy
enough for big adults with 878 litres (31.7 cu. ft) of
cargo area behind the second row seats.

A Quebec colleague, Sylvie Rainville, has a brother
who is the owner of a first generation Sorento. They are
a family who love to go on fishing trips into the many
lakes and streams north of Quebec City. The first genera-
tion has a 3.5-litre V6 with 192 hp that she said just was-
n’t enough to haul five adults into the bush. With the
3.3-litre, she said its 242 hp would be fine but the extra
20 hp of the 3.8-litre would probably be the one she
would be suggesting to her brother.

While we put on something like 700 km in two days
from Calgary to Jasper and back, none of the driving was
off-road. One Calgary-based journalist did take another
route he knew that included gravel stretches. His remark
was the Sorento was very solid which it should be with a
gross vehicle weight ratio of 2,560 kg or 5,644 lb., but
washboards had to be taken slowly due to the stiff sus-
pension.

I drove the LX Luxury on the way up to Jasper and
the LX on the route from an overnight stop in Lake
Louise to Calgary. My sense is that the 17-inch tires
intensified the road irregularities with the 16-inchers on
the LX giving a smoother ride. BUT, the route to Calgary
was on the billiard table flat Trans Canada Highway
while the road to Jasper, while well maintained, had suf-
fered from frost heave rippling.

If you have never taken the drive from Lake Louise to
Jasper in the summer, do so. It is 240 km of one breath-
taking vista after another. I don’t know how many times
I stopped to take a beauty shot of the Sorento against a
majestic view only to find another just around the next
bend.

With no radio reception to speak of, my co-driver and
I, another long-time auto journalist and I talked about all
the people we've seen come and go over the years and
how automobiles and the auto industry has changed,
which eventually led to Kia and how it has come from
nowhere.

Twenty years ago when the Hyundai Pony was new,
the thought of a Korean car company being able to com-
pete in a major segment, let alone being a leader in terms
of quality, was unthinkable.

Yet Kia, in a decade, has improved by leaps and
bounds.

They have done their homework, seen where buying
habits were going and met the market with the products
people want with the 2008 Sorento being the latest.

Dean Tesser assured me Kia wouldn’t get caught like it
did last time with too few Rondos and that there is a
steady stream of 2008 Sorentos is on the way.

Kia is going to need every one.

KIA SORENTO SUV 2008
AT A GLANCE

BODY STYLE: Mid-size SUV.
DRIVE METHOD: front-engine, four-wheel-drive.
ENGINE: 3.3-litre, DOHC V6 (242 hp, 228 Ib/ft): 3.8-
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The Accord’s advanced /-VTEC® engine
is a prime example of the many race-
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The Sorento is offered with four-wheel-drive only. Drive
mode is selected by a rotary knob on the lower dash
to the left of the steering wheel.
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litre DOHC V6 (262 hp, 260 1b/ft)
FUEL ECONOMY: 3.3-litre, 14.0/9.2L/100 km
city/highway; 3.8-litre, 14.0/9.81/100 km city/highway.
PRICE: LX, $32,495; LX-Luxury, $38,995.
WEBSITE: kia.ca.
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Civic Sedan EX
model FA1587)X $22,430 MSRP

FIT

With track-tested fun-to-drive VTEC® power plus independent
suspension front and rear, Fit offers strong evidence of
Honda’s commitment to continual improvement.

Race-engineered /-VTEC® performance and renowned Honda
handling give Civic one outstanding 9-year track record as
Canada’s best-selling car.*

Fit Sport
model GD3767E $19,580 MSRP
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to a maximum of $1,500, respectively with Honda Canada Inc., between July 4th, 2007 and July 31st, 2007. $1,500 Honda Dollars includes PST, GST, HST, QST, where applicable. Some conditions apply. Valid only on purchase, lease or finance agreements

concluded at participating Honda retailers. See your Honda retailer for full conditions and details. *$1,000 Honda Benefit incentive (“incentive”) includes GST, PST, HST, or QST (as applicable) and is available only on new 2007 Fit (manual and automatic transmissions) and new 2006/2007 Civic
(manual transmission only, excluding Si model) purchased or leased (with a qualifying term of at least 12 months) on or after March 20, 2007. The incentive does not apply to any vehicle purchased or leased prior to March 20, 2007 including vehicles for which delivery was taken after March

20, 2007. Incentive must be used at time of purchase or qualifying lease. For new 2007 Fit (manual and automatic transmissions) and new 2006/2007 Civic (manual transmission only, excluding Si model) purchased or leased between, and including March 20, 2007 and May 18, 2007, please
contact the Honda dealer you acquired your vehicle from to confirm your eligibility for the incentive. Incentive subject to change at any time. Some conditions apply. See your Honda dealer for full details. £10ffers valid on new 2007 models from July 4th, 2007 through July 31st, 2007 at participating

Honda retailers. Subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your Honda retailer for full details. ¥As reported by Car and Driver, March 2007. As reported by Car and Driver, Dec. 2006. As reported by Canadian manufacturers for calendar year 2006. Visit vehicles.gc.ca for more information.

£Limited time lease offers based on new 2007 Accord models / new 2007 Civic models available through Honda Financial Services on approved credit. 3.9% / 3.9% lease APR for 48 / 48 months. 96,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.12/km for excess kilometres. Taxes, license, insurance
and registration are extra. Retailer may lease for less. Retailer order / trade may be necessary. tLimited time financing offers based on new 2007 Accord Sedan DX-G, model CM5517E / new 2007 Civic Sedan DX, model FA1527EX / new 2007 Fit DX, model GD3727E available through Honda
Financial Services on approved credit. {MSRP is $24,800 / $16,980 / $14,980, plus $1,360 / $1,275 / $1,275 freight and PDI, financed at 1.9% / 1.9% / 2.9% APR equals $748.15 / $522.07 / $472.00 per month for 36 months. Cost of borrowing is $773.34 / $539.66 / $736.96 for a total
obligation of $26,933.34 / $18,794.66 / $16,991.96. Taxes, license, insurance and registration are extra. Retailer may sell for less. Retailer order / trade may be necessary. ¥ $1,500 Honda Dollars offer applies only to retail customer purchase, lease or finance agreements for new 2007 Accords,

Odysseys, Pilots and Ridgelines concluded
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