Town seeks heritage designation

for 70-year-old royal oak tree

CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Royalty has been living in Halton Hills for the
past 70 years and now the Town of Halton Hills
plans to honour that.

Halton Hills council voted to proceed with a
heritage designation under Section IV of the
Heritage Act for an oak tree growing beside the
former Speyside School on Regional Rd. 25.

“I can’t see any reason not to designate the
tree,” said Ward 2 Councillor Joan Robson, the
representative for the area. “It’s taken root and is
a part of community, and I think we need to con-
tinue to care for that tree. It's has some signifi-
cance in our history.”

According to history compiled by local histori-
an and Heritage Halton Hills chair, Mark Rowe,
acorns from the Royal Park at Windsor were sent
to schools within the Commonwealth in 1937 to
celebrate the coronation of King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth— and the former Dublin
School, just south of Acton, received one.

The students there planted the acorn, and
when that school closed and Speyside School was
opened in 1960, the tree was transplanted to its
current location with a commemorate plaque
attached to the school.

When Speyside School closed in the 1980s,
the tree stayed behind, but the spirit of the Royal
Oak carried on with an acorn planted in each of
the new school yards for the Speyside students:
Brookville, Limehouse, Pineview and Stewart-
town. Rowe had not yet investigated whether any
of these trees have survived.

“It's such a touching story and one we should
really celebrate,” said Ward 3 Councillor Moya
Johnson. “Someone should take it upon them-

Heritage Halton Hills chair and local histori-
an Mark Rowe stands in front of the oak tree
which sprang from an acorn in 1937 to com-
memorate the coronation of King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth. Town council is hoping
to get the tree, located beside the former
Speyside School on Regional Rd. 25, a her-
itage designation. Photo by Ted Brown

selves to collect those acorns every year ... I think
it would be great to have even more trees just in
case something happens to this tree.”

According to Rowe, the Royal Oak meets her-
itage designation criteria:
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Heritage Decks Ltd.

Heritage Decks specializes in the design and construction of custom cedar decks
and built-in spas. Serving Georgetown & surrounding area for 22 years.
Every Heritage deck is meticulously constructed with top quality
hand picked material and totally original design.

by ! D ~
905-873-0368

Call for a free cheerful estimate.

¢ = .A
For a dedicated and thorough
mortgage professional call

Kenzie MacDermid
kenzie.macdermid@migroup.ca
For a fast, on line pre-approval visit my home
page at www.migroup.ca/kenziemacdermid

905-702-1766

@ MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

Where

GEORGETOWN
GARDEN CENTRE

140 GUELPH ST, 905-877-8882

(The former Georgetown Fruit Market building)

| L3 | OPEN EVERY DAY THIS LONG WEEKEND! | £2 |
FLOWERS & PLANTS | FOR THE GARDEN
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Top Soil 199

We are pleased to have our
Garden Centre Open 7 days a week!
| offering you a great selection of quality
= plants,as well as lawn & garden supplies.
We look forward to seeing you again!

Arrives Daily
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The Place To Shop In Downtown Georgetown

CHECK OUT OUR
FARMERS MARKET
SPECIALS EVERY
SATURDAY!!

We’ll have a different
rack of specials out
front each and
every week and
also instore.

GETTING MARRIED IN 2007?

Choose from a great selection of gowns from these designers:

* Numode
Collection
* Sincerity Bridal

o Jasmine
o Juston Alexander
* Mon Cheri
* Moonlight

* Alfred Angelo
* Aurora D’Paradiso
* B2
* Besoie

77 Main $t. S., Downtown Georgetown
905-873-1470

www.bridalsplendor.com  email: elizabethsfashions@cogeco.ca

Child
Abuse
Hurts Most

B
G0

Sometimes the
worst scars of child
abuse can’t be seen.
Whether physical or

emotional, abuse
attacks a child’s
self-esteem and
emotional
development,
leaving long-term
emotional trauma
and pain. You can
help prevent child
abuse by being a
nurturing parent or
caregiver. By letting
children know they
are special,
competent and
loved, you can help
them develop
positive self-images
and happier futures.
If you feel
overwhelmed, angry
or frustrated as a
parent, help is out
there for you. Look
in your area for
support groups and
services, or talk to a
trusted friend,
family member,
pastor or doctor
about what you can
do to protect and
support your child.
If we all do our part
to prevent child
abuse, we'll get to
the heart of the
matter.
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