
OPINION

During the past couple weeks we have published a
number of stories that illustrate the uniqueness of
Halton Hills and its residents.

While if comes as no surprise to most people who
live in either Georgetown or Acton or any of the sur-
rounding rural villages and hamlets, it is worth recog-
nizing the efforts—  no matter how large or small— of
some people who call Halton Hills home.

For example, there have been a number of fundrais-
ing ventures lately, from the Mito March: Kure for
Kirkland to the Wheels in Motion walk/roll to the annu-
al Risk Watch Summer Safety Blitz. None of these
events, or the dozens others held throughout the year,
happen without hard work and hours of dedication
from volunteers. The same can be said for the
Georgetown Highland Games, Canadian Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life, the local church barbecues, char-
ity bingos and fundraisiing garage sales.

All of these events, big or small, make this communi-
ty stronger and better.

Local residents have also proven their passion for
keeping Halton Hills “small-town”. That was illustrated
recently when a group of citizens in Glen Williams
banded together to voice their displeasure over a new
housing development in the village adopting the name
“The Glen” for the development.

The residents, with the help of Town council mem-
bers, managed to get the developer— Intracorp— to
rethink its marketing strategy and change the name of
the development to “The Meadows in the Glen”.

While some may argue, “What’s in a name?”, to many
residents of Glen Williams, this was an affront to the
history of The Glen. They simply fought for an ideal
they believed in.

In the end, Intracorp, in its desire to be a good neigh-
bour, rethought its position and proved to be a “class
act” as one councillor said.

Perhaps it’s only in a small town like ours where a
business operator— in this case a tree-cutting service—
would dispatch a worker to help rescue a cat stuck in a
tree as we documented in Friday’s edition.

While none of these above events are of the earth-
shaking variety, they do show that what beats within
this community is a good heart.

Heart of community
beats strong
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,
Being born and raised in

Georgetown, and living and watch-
ing all the many changes that have
made our town what it is today, I
would like to share some thoughts
with you.

I was taught very early in life to
look for the “positive” in any situa-
tion, and the reconstruction of our
Main Street has brought forth many
positive aspects for myself and my
three-year-old grandson over the last
few months. Not only will the small
inconvenience of the mess provide us
with an absolutely beautiful down-
town for years to come, but the
entertainment that the “Mighty
Machines” and their operators have
provided is something that our
grandson talks about daily.

Let me share a little bit of our
“Monday excursions” with you.

Every Monday is Nana and Caden
day and for the last several weeks we
make a point of going downtown to
see the “wonders” of the workmen
and their great machines. We park
our vehicle and slowly make our way
down one side of  the street and back
up the other so that we don’t miss a
single thing. Of course, we take a
drink and snack to have along the
way.

Thank you to the friendly
machine and truck operators for the
countless smiles and giggles that you
have provided each time that you
waved back to an awestruck little
boy. Special thanks to the dump
truck drivers who would respond to
Caden’s arm motion with a blast of
the mighty horn and a friendly wave.
One very special moment was the
day that one of the workmen walked
over to take Caden’s outstretched

arm for a handshake. I am sure that
these men had no idea of the joy that
they have provided to this little boy.

All of the shop owners have
remained extremely pleasant in spite
of the inconvenience and to me this
portrays great faith and pride in our
wonderful town. I believe they too
can see the “positive” side of the sit-
uation.

Thankyou to all.
Caden and I look forward to our

Mondays and can hardly wait to see
you all again.

Andrea Van De Valk, Georgetown

Downtown work a world of wonder to some
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Dear editor,
To the students from two of the

Georgetown District High School
Bands who recently returned from
Vancouver after competing in
National MusicFest (having already
competed in the Provincials in
Collingwood earlier in the year).

At the Nationals— the Junior
Concert Band were adjudicated at
the Silver Level, whilst the Senior
Jazz Band were awarded Gold.

We seldom see any mention of
the achievements of these young

people (and their teachers— Mr.
Morrison, Ms. Wallace and Ms.
Crawford), who spend many hours a
week practising, and perform at
school concerts throughout the year
(well worth attending). 

I think they have done them-
selves, their school and their com-
munity proud, as well as being great
ambassadors for the wonderful
Halton Region Music Program, and
deserve our congratulations and sup-
port.

Margaret Buck, Georgetown

GDHS bands should toot their own horn

Dear editor,
I wanted to add something to

Lynn Haines’ letter from the May 16
paper about the big pick up. 

There is a website called acton-
freecycle.com or georgetownfreecy-
cle.com. This is a free site where peo-
ple post ads stating things that have
that they want to get rid of. People
browse the ads and pick up what
they want. A lot of regions are stop-
ping the big pick up so people will
recycle more. 

When we had the last one some-
one dumped paint cans by my prop-
erty. Kids got a hold of them and
splashed paint all over the place.
Paint cans and anything metal DO
NOT belong in the big pick up. I
wish people would realize this and
stop putting those things out.

Jennifer Gerrard, Acton

Big pick up a big pain
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