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Patriot carries the Holy Grail of ‘Jeepness’ in the compact SUV

JIM ROBINSON
Road Worthy

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona— It
may sound odd, but when it
comes to a Jeep, it has to have
that intangible called “Jeepness”.

It has to look like a Jeep, feel
like a Jeep and most of all go like
a Jeep.

When you walk into a Jeep
shop these days, there are seven
different models to chose from.

That's a long cry from the
simple Wrangler (nee TJ),
Cherokee and Grand Cherokee
of just five years ago. This profu-
sion of models is due to the fact
that SUVs/CUVs have fragment-
ed into whole new segments and
these seem to be evolving month-
ly.

Despite being the pioneer of
four-wheel-drive and off-roading
before it became popular, Jeep
has had to adapt to stay current.
And while its sister division,
Dodge, also has a full lineup of
SUVs, it’s Jeep qualities that
bring people to the brand.

So a great deal of effort had to
go into the 2007 Patriot, near
twin to the Compass, but the
spiritual heir to Cherokee, the
pioneer SUV for the masses of
the 1970s and 1980s.

And while the Compass and
Patriot are built on the same plat-
form shared with the Dodge
Caliber, you can think of
Compass as Jeep-light and the

Patriot as a light Jeep.

There is a difference.

Like the Compass, Patriot is
four-cylinder engine powered
with available front-wheel-drive
(FWD) or Jeep Freedom Drive I,
which moves grip back and forth
between the front and rear
wheels but can also be locked up
in a 50:50 split on rough sur-
faces. The Patriot goes one better
offering Freedom Drive II that
moves grip back and forth and
from side to side as well. You
can’t go very far off road in a
Compass, but you sure can in a
Patriot. In fact with the off-road
package it can journey anywhere
a Wrangler or Liberty can go.
Jeep calls this being “Trail Rated”
and puts an emblem on the front
fenders to let all and sundry
know this Jeep has the right
stuff.

To prove the point, Jeep sent
us out off on a very challenging
route through rocky desert ter-
rain north of Phoenix that
included going over rocks the
size of a bar fridge and sink-holes
gouged by flash floods. The Trail
Rated off-road package that uses
Freedom Drive II includes 17-
inch all-terrain tires and it sits
one inch higher. The low gear on
this package (engaged by pulling
up on a lever) has a 19:1 ratio,
which should get you anywhere
as long as you have grip on at
least one tire.

Out in the desert, you could

The 2007 Patriot combines all the classic Jeep design cues with all the comforts of home in a true
four-wheel-drive package that has all the off-road capability people expect when they buy a Jeep.

be rolling along at 60 km/h flat
on compacted sand that tested
the standard stability control and
roll-over mitigation programs
one minute and come to a drop-
off the next that seemed like the
desert equivalent of jumping off
a cliff. Stopping caused no tense
moments thanks to the standard
four-wheel disc brakes with ABS.

In the washes created by pre-
vious flash foods where you
could get up a good speed, I tried
to hang it out but the stability
and rollover programs were hav-
ing none of it, even though the
surface was primarily sand and
pebbles washed down these nat-

ural sluiceways over the cen-
turies.

When I came to a drop off,
this is where the Hill Descent
Control program could be
switched on. All you had to do
was steer straight with the com-
puter working the brakes and
engine retardation to keep the
Patriot on a steady 4-6 km/h
speed down until you reached
another flat stretch and you bar-
relled off again.

At first T kind of babied it
through the two-foot deep, rock
encrusted ruts. But by the end, I
was confident enough to simply
drive through them because the

Patriot never seemed to bottom
out and bang into anything.

Another difference between
the Compass and the Patriot is
the looks. They both have Jeep
signature seven-slot grilles and
round headlights, but the
Compeass is styled to look more
like a sportscar while the Patriot
has the slab sides and squared off
fender flares of the old Cherokee.
In fact, the Patriot is within one
inch to all-exterior dimensions of
the Cherokee, which still person-
ifies Jeepness for many along
with the Wrangler and
Wagoneer.

See JEEP, pg. 4
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4, ™The Hyundai names, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trade marks owned by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp., and are used under licence. **MSRP for 2007 Santa Fe GL 2.7L 5-speed/Tucson GL 5-speed with Air/Entourage GL/Veracruz GLS of $25,995/$22,895/$29,995/$39,995. MSRP
for models shown: Santa Fe GLS/Tucson GLS /Entourage GLS/Veracruz Limited of $35,995/$30,795/$35,695/$45,995. MSRP prices exclude Delivery and Destination charge ($1,595/$1,595/$1,595/$1,595). MSRP excludes applicable licence fees, insurance, registration and all taxes. Delivery and Destination charge
includes freight, P.D.E., dealer admin fees and a full tank of gas. tPurchase Financing available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services on all 2007 Santa Fe GL/Tucson GL/Entourage GL of 0%/0%/0% for up to 36/60/60 month terms. Financing example: $15,000/$15,000/$15,000 at 0%/0%/0% per annum equals
$416.67/$250.00/$250.00 per month for 36/60/60 months. C.0.B. is $0.00/$0.00/$0.00 for a total obligation of $15,000/$15,000/$15,000. *Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new 2007 Santa Fe GL 2.7L 5-speed/Tucson GL 5-speed with Air/Entourage GL with an annual lease rate
of 2.0%/3.3%/3.8%. Monthly payment is $271/$227/$326 per month for a 48/48/60 month walk-away lease. Down Payment of $3,500/$3,545/$3,695 and first monthly payment required. Total lease obligation is $16,508/$14,441/$23,255. Lease offers exclude Delivery and Destination ($1,595/$1,595/$1,595), applicable
licence fees, insurance, registration, PPSA ($60), lease acquisition fee ($350) and taxes. $0 security deposit on all models. 20,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.10/km. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.E., dealer admin fees and a full tank of gas. All offers expire May 31,
2007 and may not be combined with any other offer. See dealer for details. Dealers are free to set individual prices. (Government star ratings are part of the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA's) New Car Assessment Program (www.safercar.gov). The 5-star safety rating applies to all

trim levels of the 2007 Santa Fe. +Fuel consumption for 2007 Santa Fe GL 2.7L 5-speed (HWY 8.6L/100km, 33 mpg; CITY 11.9L/100km, 24 mpg)/Tucson 2.0L 5-speed (HWY 7.8L/100km, 36 mpg; CITY 10.4L/100km, 27 mpg)/Entourage (HWY 8.8L/100km, 32 mpg; CITY
13.2L/100km, 21 mpg) are based on EnerGuide fuel consumption ratings. Actual fuel consumption may vary. ASome conditions may apply to the Graduate Rebate Program. See dealer for details. ttHyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most e,
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vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions.
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COMPREHENSIVE LIMITED WARRANTY

HWY 410

WILLIAMS PKWY.
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REBATE
ALL HYUNDAI VEHICLES INCLUDE FLOOR MATS AND A
HYUNDAI 905-451-1699 FULLTANK OF CAS. S
All trade marks owned by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp.*
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