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The message of sui-
cide prevention in
Halton has moved to a
new medium with the
creation of the Halton
Suicide Prevention Coa-
lition’s new website. See
details Friday.
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Sinking his
teeth into
Bang-O-Rama

Shamus McGuire of Acton digs
into a plate of ribs from Jack the
Ribber during the Ribfest competi-
tion held as part of the Optimist
Club of Georgetown’s annual
Bang-O-Rama event Sunday. The
three-day event, which featured a
midway, dog agility shows, clowns,
petting zoo and a motorcycle
show, attracted good crowds to
Georgetown Fairgrounds. For more
photos see page 7.
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Five try life in a wheelchair for a day

TED BROWN
Staff Writer

There’s an old saying: “To fully understand
another person’s predicament, you first must walk a
mile in their shoes.”

Recently, I did travel a mile in someone else’s
shoes— only I did it in a wheelchair.

I was one of five individuals who took part in
“Wheels for a Day,” an awareness program to have
ordinary people try to do their jobs for a day, while
confined to a wheelchair.

Organized by Bill Leslie, Maria Smorong and
Garry Gore of Halton Hills Accessibility Advisory
Committee, the purpose of the exercise was to have
able-bodied people cope with the restrictions of a
wheelchair, and in doing so, build awareness of
some of the challenges that we tend to take for
granted.

Also taking part were Halton Hills Mayor Rick
Bonnette, Georgetown Scotiabank branch manager
Sandra Schulthies and Georgetown District High
School students Joanna Meltzer and Brett Reynolds.

We were required to not only do our jobs, but

also incorporate a few other activities, like go for
lunch, make purchases, and perhaps book a ride to
an appointment on the Activan.

The Wheels for a Day event was designed to help
bring awareness to the upcoming Rick Hansen
Wheels in Motion event, planned for June 10 at the
Gellert Centre in Georgetown South. Sponsored by
Scotiabank, the event will feature a pledged wheel
and walk event to raise funds for spinal cord injury
research and help those living with spinal cord
injuries have a better lifestyle.

There are also team wheelchair relays, for teams
to enter by checking out the info online at
www.rickhansen.com or simply pledge a participant
who is going out to take part.

Registration at the Georgetown event opens at 9
a.m., and the events follow. There are rewards for
fundraisers reaching specific levels, and top team and
individual fundraisers will win grand prizes. For more
info, check out www.rickhansen.com, e-mail
wheels@rickhansen,com, or call 1-866-609-4335.
Registration forms are also available at The Independent
& Free Press office or at any Scotiabank branch.

See page 3 for each participant’s observations.

Independent & Free Press staffer Ted
Brown does some banking while con-
fined to a wheelchair for day.

Photo by Lisa Tallyn
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GEORGETOWN GHEVROLET
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2007 CHEVROLET AVEO SEDAN
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