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Liberals must come clean about grants

In 2003 the Dalton McGuinty-led Liberals
were willing to say anything to get elected. Now,
as we approach this fall’s provincial election it
appears the Liberals are willing to pay anything to
get elected.

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Mike
Colle has been hammered by Opposition mem-
bers in Question Period regarding dollops of tax-
payers’ money that were recently doled out to a
number of community groups only days before
the government’s fiscal year end.

It turns out several of these organizations have
significant ties to the Liberal Party, in one case six
of seven members of the Board of Directors were
contributors to the Ontario Liberal Party. In
another case, the wife of a Liberal MPP is a direc-
tor of a group and his name is registered as a con-
tact for the group’s web site. In another, charita-
ble status was only in place three weeks before
the grant was paid.

In addition, these grants of taxpayers’ money
were handed out without any process in place to
determine how organizations would qualify for
the grants. There was no application to complete,
no criteria to be met, nor any provincially
appointed board conferring the grants.

Minister Colle was clearly flustered during
several Question Periods as he ham-handedly
attempted to dodge and weave a number of direct
questions related to the affair.

Certainly, those legitimate organizations that
utilize the Trillium Foundation process to get
Ontario government grants will be questioning
this rather bizarre process. Minister Colle even
suggested in response to a question that charita-
ble status was not necessary for a group to be pro-
vided money. Charitable status is a prerequisite
for a Trillium grant.

The Ontario Liberals have a history of refusing
to take ministerial responsibility for mistakes.
Small Business Minister Harindar Takhar refused
to step down after the Integrity Commissioner

Ted
Chudleigh

ruled the Minister was in a conflict of interest
regarding his personal affairs when he was
Minister of Transportation. Also Minister of
Infrastructure David Caplan refused to step down
over the insider winners’ scandal at the Ontario
Lottery and Gaming Corporation.

The slush fund scandal is particularly bad.
Only rarely do scandals involve direct misappro-
priation of taxpayers’ funds. It appears that the
Liberals used taxpayer’s money, disguised as
grants to local multicultural groups, as payoffs to
Liberal supported organizations. It reeks of the
federal Liberal Party’s involvement in AdScam
and if it widens, it could suck the entire Ontario
Liberal government into a black hole just before a
provincial election.

Minister Colle’s duck and cover game will not
wash. Taxpayers need to know who authorized
these payments. The government must provide
any background applications they have. Without
them, we need to know who knew what, when
did they know it, and why were long-standing
community groups sidestepped in the grant
process?

It's bad enough that these grants seem to have
been funded with money that was held off the
books by the government— a clear breach of
accounting principles— but when the slush fund
is used for political purposes— it could be in
breach of the criminal code.

Ontarians deserve answers quickly. These alle-
gations cannot be allowed to fester.

—Ted Chudleigh is the MPP for Halton
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TENT EVENT

ACTON LEATHER CO.

May 18th - 21st ONLY

We’ve set up a huge tent just outside the doors of our main building for a Massive Spring Clearance Event!

Save thousands of dollars on Leather Sofas, Sectionals, Loveseats, Club Chairs, Recliners and Cabinetry. Plus, we’re
clearing hundreds of Leather, Suede & Shearling Coats including Spring Collections.

EVERYTHING PRIGED TO SELL!

THE OLDE HIDE HOUSE

ACTON LOCATION ONLY e 1 877 4-LEATHER e FRIDAY 10-9, SAT, SUN, MON 10-6 e www.oldehidehouse.com
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