
OPINION

Despite recent stories detailing a bitter dispute
brewing between elected  school trustees at the Halton
Catholic District School Board, there has been much to
celebrate in Halton’s publicly-funded education sys-
tems this month.

On Monday (April 23) the region’s Catholic school
board celebrated its 19th annual Sharing The Spirit
Awards of Excellence, recognizing one exemplary stu-
dent from each of the school board’s elementary and
secondary schools in Halton Hills and the three other
Halton municipalities.

The nearly four dozen young people honoured this
week were selected for having “demonstrated out-
standing qualities in the following areas: Catholic lead-
ership, family commitment, involvement in school
affairs, involvement in community activities and dedi-
cation to a difficult situation or task.”

“We are proud to launch the celebration of Catholic
Education Week 2007 (April 29-May 4) by recognizing
the achievements and efforts of these students, who are
role models for their peers of the quality Catholic edu-
cation that we provide in Halton,” noted board chair
Al Bailey.

Those who missed attending Monday’s ceremony in
Georgetown can view a repeat airing of the ceremony
on TVCogeco on Tuesday, May 1 at 9:30 p.m., Monday,
May 7 at 7 p.m. or Wednesday, May 16 at 9 p.m.

Next Thursday (May 3), the Halton District School
Board will honour 93 exceptional students during its
23rd annual Celebration of Student Excellence
evening, to be held at Acton District High School.

Those being recognized have demonstrated at least
two of the following areas: academic, vocational and
athletic fields, self-improvement, community work,
citizenship and student leadership, or specific criteria
that reflects the school’s unique priorities.

These recent honours reveal more about Halton’s
education systems than a standardized test ever could.
They teach us that our schools are generating some
outstanding students— and future leaders— who pro-
vide exceptional examples for classmates to emulate.

Celebrating
student excellence

The Independent & Free Press is published every Wednesday and Friday at 280 Guelph St.,
Unit 29, Georgetown Ont., L7G 4B1. It is one of several newspapers published by Metroland Media
Group Ltd. 

Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event  of a typographical error, that portion
of the advertising space occupied by the erroneous item, together with reasonable allowance for sig-
nature will not be charged for, but the balance of the advertisement will be paid for at the acceptable
rate. In the event of typographical error advertising goods or services at wrong price, goods or ser-
vices may not be sold. Advertising is merely an offer to sell which may be withdrawn at any time.

Editorial and advertising content of The Independent & Free Press is protected by copyright.
Unauthorized use is prohibited.

Price: Store copies 50¢ each; Subscriptions $26 per year by carrier; $92.50 per year by mail in
Canada; $130 per year in all other countries. Plus G.S.T.

Second Class Mail Registration Number 6869. The Independent & Free Press  is a member of
The Canadian Community Newspaper Association and The Ontario Community Newspaper
Association.

Steve Nease

THE INDEPENDENT & FREE PRESS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,
As frequent customers of many of

the downtown businesses, we have
been watching the progress of this
project with interest.

We have found workers to be
polite and helpful and merchants
have praised the crews, saying that
they sometimes accompany pedestri-
ans across the area.

The construction site is kept well
organized and clean, with workers
sweeping up at the end of the day.
Sidewalk areas are always safe and
uncluttered and crossing zones easi-
ly identified.

In our experience, parking during

the week has not been a problem,
providing that one does not require
a parking space within a hundred or
so feet of their destination. However,
it is necessary to add a few extra
minutes to accommodate adjustment
to the continually changing traffic
patterns. The greatest challenge is
always, “Where did I park my car
today?”

Having owned our own business,
and being aware of many of the safe-
ty regulations and challenges in co-
ordinating a large project such as
this, we have watched the moving
“ballet” of men and huge machinery
with fascination.

Many of the downtown business-
es, especially those which rely on
walk-in trade are really hurting.
However, we appreciate that they
remain open for our business. As
residents of Ward 4, we choose to
spread our business based on the
merit of each establishment.

After living in Georgetown for
some 40 years, we wish to express
our appreciation to all parties and
agencies for their part in this pro-
ject.

Jim and Marilyn Bray,
Georgetown 

Downtown construction a ‘moving ballet’
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6 Acton/Georgetown, Friday, April 27, 2007 

Dear editor, 
Once again Globe has astounded

everyone in amateur theatre circles,
with a Best Musical win for
Urinetown at the ACTCO Awards. In
fact, they have won Best Musical for
five of the past seven years! 

This is community theatre’s ver-
sion of the Oscars and it covers pro-
ductions from Burlington, Milton,
Toronto, Oshawa, Barrie and every-
thing in between. That’s TORONTO,
folks, and we blow them out of the
water! 

I’m not sure if the public knows
the excellence that awaits them each
and every time they go to a Globe
show (Oliver! is next, and it plays
this coming May). It also distresses
me that this group struggles finan-

cially. Musicals are expensive to
mount, mostly because of royalties,
and the cost of supplying an orches-
tra and costumes for a large cast. 

Wake up Georgetown! Those of
us with financial resources to help
out should do so. The return on our
investment is smiling faces of per-
formers and audiences alike and a
prestigious reputation for our town. 

Congrats to all at Globe for anoth-
er win! 

P.S. For the Price Waterhouse
types reading this, the winners were:
West Side Story (2000), Crazy for You
(2001), Evita (2002), City of Angels
(2003), and Urinetown (2006).

Lois Fraser, 
Georgetown

Dear editor,
Thank you for your recent cover-

age of The Gospel According to Saint
Mark event at Ballinafad United
Church.  We appreciate your paper’s
advertising the event for us and for
your special write up as well as con-
tent in your community calendar.  

The event was a big success
despite the snow squalls.  It was
wonderful to see so many faces from
many different congregations within
the Halton/Erin area. 

It was a wonderful start to our
Easter celebrations. The support of
your newspaper is greatly appreciat-
ed by our country church.

Janet Beare,
Ballinafad United Church

Local theatre group deserves support
Church appreciates
newspaper coverage
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