
Welcomes you to our warm & friendly location on the

Beautiful banks of the Credit River.

Our hall is available for receptions

for up to 125 guests.

Please call us today:  (905) 877-8323

The Rev. Grahame Stap LTH, Pastor

“I Do”
Wedding 

Ceremonies

William Strachan, B.A., M.Th.
Ontario Marriage Officer

Phone 519-853-2483 
email: wstrachan@sympatico.ca

I will follow your lead and help you design a wedding
ceremony to suit your tastes and needs. It may be simple or
elaborate, a civil, religious or spiritual ceremony. It may take
place in your home or mine, in a park or a hall. You will have
the satisfaction of creating a wedding ceremony that honours
your feelings, traditions, dreams … and love for each other. 

Elizabeth’s Fashions
& Bridal Boutique

The Place TThe Place To Shop In Downtown Georo Shop In Downtown Georgetowngetown

77 Main St. S., Downtown Georgetown 
905-873-1470

Outstanding Service, Quality and Value
all for you from Elizabeth’s

Choose from a great selection
of gowns from these

designers:
• Alfred Angelo • Alfred Sung

• Jessica McClintock
• Jasmine • Mon Cheri 
• Numode Bridesmaids

• Numode Collection 
• Sarah Danielle

• Sincerity Bridal • Moonlight

New Bridal Gowns
and Mother’s Dresses

arriving daily.
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BRIDAL CORNER

You've attended count-
less weddings in the past

six months, and
now that
your own is
coming up,
y o u ' r e
starting to
r e t h i n k
c e r t a i n
aspects ,
in  par-
ticular,

the cake-cutting ceremony. 
At every wedding you have

attended thus far, the bride and
groom have cut the cake, shared
a piece, posed for a picture, and
that's that. What is all of the fuss
about? Is it even worth schedul-
ing a time for you and the groom
to cut the cake? Why not spend
more time on the dance floor
and let the caterers cut and serve
the cake? 

Well, although it may not be
as well known now, there is a
significance of the cake-cutting
ceremony.

As far back as Roman times,
cake has been part of wed-
dings .  The f i rs t  wedding
cakes were made of barley or
wheat and resembled loaves.
The groom would eat part of
the loaf and then break the
remainder over his bride's
head. Guests would scram-
ble  to  get  to  the crumbs,
which symbolized fertility. 

In  Medieval  t imes ,  the
barley or wheat cake evolved
into  smal l  sweet  buns ,
which were stacked into a
large  pi le  in  f ront  of  the
bride and groom. The cou-
ple would then attempt to
kiss  over  the pi le ,  and i f
they succeeded, there would

be many children in their future.
By the late 19th century, wed-

ding cakes had become very pop-
ular and today take centre stage
at most wedding receptions. 

Traditionally, the cake-cutting
ceremony is the first task that
the bride and groom perform
together as husband and wife. It
is a symbol of their unity. The
bride cuts the first piece with
help from the groom. She then
feeds the groom, and he feeds
her. This symbolizes their com-
mitment  to  provide  for  one
another.

Cutting the cake together uni-
fies the couple and feeding each
other symbolizes their commit-
ment. 

Who knew? 
There  i s  a  purpose  to  the

whole cake-cutting ceremony,
after all, other than shoving it
into  each other ' s  mouth and
making for a humorous picture. 

If you enjoy the symbolism of
the  ceremony,  then you may
want to include it in your cere-
mony.

If you still think that there is
little point to it, then go ahead
and skip it and stay on the dance
f loor .  Don ' t  be  surpr ised,
though, if your decision raises a
few eyebrows.

Before mocking the cake-cutting ceremony, 
learn the significance of it

TRESA ERICKSON
Special to The IFP
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