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DON’T
PAY

6
FOR

MONTHS

5-STAR CRASH TEST RATING††

(NHTSA – Frontal & Side Impact)

ON OUR ENTIRE
LINE OF VEHICLES!>

One of the top warranties in the business.

2007 SPECTRA

• 2.0 L DOHC CVVT engine 
• Power and tilt steering 
• AM/FM/CD/MP3 stereo with 4 speakers 
• 60:40 split-folding rear seats 
• Full centre console with storage box

2007 SPORTAGE

PURCHASE
FINANCING0%OR

IN ADDITION TO LEASE/FINANCE OFFERS✧

$500COMPETITIVE
BONUS

starting from 
$15,995*

LX-AWD model shown† MSRP $21,695*

Model not exactly as shown†

3.9%
LEASE
APR**

LEASE FOR 

$3,675 DOWN PAYMENT

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$199**

PLUS

IN ADDITION TO LEASE/FINANCE OFFERS✧

FOR 60 MOS.§

PURCHASE
FINANCING§0%ORPER MO. FOR 60 MOS.

To locate a Kia dealer
near you, visit kia.ca

TOTAL CARE OWNERSHIP COVERAGE
• 5-YEAR/100,000 KM WORRY-FREE COMPREHENSIVE WARRANTY▼

• 5-YEAR/100,000 KM POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
• 5-YEAR/100,000 KM EXTRA CARE ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
• NO DEDUCTIBLE CHARGE

• 16" alloy wheels • 4-wheel anti-lock brakes (ABS) • Electronic Stability Control (ESC)
• Traction Control System (TCS) • Power windows, locks & mirrors • 6 airbags

$1,000 LEASE OR PURCHASE

BONUS✢

$500
Grad
Rebate^

3PAYMENTS✦
FREE LEASE

$187** 0%
LEASE 
APR**

LEASE FOR 

$0 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

PER MO. FOR 60 MOS.

Georgetown Kia
314 Guelph Street, Georgetown, ON  (905) 877-7818

6 WHEELS April 20 2007

During our drive through downtown Ottawa and
Hull, Gabriel showed how all this can be monitored on
the multi function LCD display on the dash. The display
gives instant read-outs of how much fuel/battery juice is
being used depicted on a bar graph, as well as showing
which way the power is being used/saved by both modes
of power. It is easy to comprehend and fun to use.

During this ride-and-drive, teams of drivers were told
to use a light touch on the gas to try and get the best fuel
savings. One team came back with a 6.5L/ 100 km aver-
age. That’s pretty good compared to the Canada
Energuide rating of 5.7L/6.7L/100 km city/highway for
the FWD and 6.8L/7.3L/100 km city/highway for the
AWD. I think our team saw 7.1L/100 km briefly, which I
thought was good for a first attempt. Time and practice
would lead to greater things, I’m sure.

“You’ve got to use common sense when driving a
hybrid,” Gabriel said. “There’s no trick to good mileage.
Don’t try jackrabbit starts. Taking off smoothly is the
best bet. The greater the speed, the more gas you use. It’s
as simple as that.”

As far as what happens if the system fails for whatever
reason, Gabriel said the Hybrid has an eight-year,
160,000 km limited warranty in addition to the three-
year, 160,000 km bumper-bumper warranty.

The system is based on the 330-volt Sanyo-sourced
nickel metal hydride battery that sits under the floor of
the trunk. The battery is smaller than you might think,
making the gas tank (56 litres) only slightly smaller than
that in the normal Escape (62 litres). That results in the
cargo area behind the back seat being almost the same
size at 706 litres in the Hybrid compared to 827 for the
normal Escape.

I spent the entire time in the Escape Hybrid riding in
the back seat. The reason is I wanted to see if the extra
weight of the battery pack in the back, plus my XXL size
would hamper handling and suspension versus traction.
Throughout the exercise, my co-driver was trying to
maximize fuel economy, not acceleration. 

With the standard constantly variable transmission
(CVT), the only way of telling when the battery or the
engine was supplying traction was through the LCD dis-
play, it was that seamless. Once or twice, rounding a
corner and coming back up to speed, I could feel a hint
of acceleration but could not tell (with my eyes closed)
if it was the battery or the engine.

The extra cost of adding hybrid drive is an issue usu-
ally raising the price of the hybrid over the standard
vehicle anywhere from $5,000-$10,000. The FWD
Escape XLS is $25,399 versus $31,499 for the FWD
Hybrid or roughly $6,100 more for the hybrid. It’s the
same $6,100 difference for the AWD Hybrid at $33,899
versus the AWD XLS at $27,799.

That’s a lot extra for sure, but the recent federal bud-
get allows the Escape Hybrid to qualify for the full
$2,000 rebate and there is a $2,000 provincial tax credit
in Ontario and British Columbia, $3,000 if you happen
to live in P.E.I. The difference of $4,000 covers about
two-thirds of the premium you pay for the Hybrid drive
and you should be able to make up the shortfall in fewer
fill-ups long before the service life of the Escape is over.

But, there’s something else, the intangible of doing
something positive about the environment.

We all know now we have to do our part about pre-
serving the planet, and doing it behind the wheel of a
2008 Ford Escape Hybrid is following the right road.

FORD ESCAPE HYBRID SUV 2008 
AT A GLANCE

BODY STYLE: Compact SUV.
DRIVE METHOD: frnt-engine, front-/all-wheel-drive.
ENGINE: 2.3-litre DOHC inline four-cylinder (133

hp, 124 lb/ft) and electric traction motor (94 hp, 152
lb/ft). Net power rated as 155 hp. 

FUEL ECONOMY: FWD, 5.7L/100 km city, 6.7L/100
km highway; AWD, 6.8L/100 km city, 7.3L/100 km
highway.

PRICE: FWD, $31,449; AWD, $33,899.
WEBSITE: ford.ca

The interior of the Escape and
Escape Hybrid (shown here) has
been completely re-worked for
2008. One of the features is a dual
bin centre console. With the smaller
bin removed and slipped into a slot
to the right of the transmission tun-
nel (shown), the main bin is big
enough to stow a laptop computer.

Escape Hybrid on
the right road to
helping our planet

Continued from pg. 5
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