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Adult Upgrading In Georgetown
Sheridan College ACE (Academic Upgrading) Program
Earn grade 12 equivalency credits in Math and/or English in order to:
• Qualify for Sheridan College post-secondary programs
• Qualify for Apprenticeship or Pre-apprenticeship programs
• Improve your academic and workplace skills
• Prepare for the GED test

Literacy North Halton  Read*Spell*Write Program
Continuous year round literacy program assisting adults with upgrading reading, writing, basic
math and computer skills – successful students can now readily access the ACE program.
If you wish to improve reading and writing for your work and family life,
this program is suitable for you.

Are you eligible for this
program?
This program is open to
adult students who have left
school.

Cost of Program?
Tuition is free.
A minimum registration
fee applies.

Classes Dates and Times
Start any week, subject to
space and availability
Mon – Thurs Evenings
6:30 pm – 9.30 pm

Need to Know More?
Contact Literacy North Halton  (905) 873 2200

Acton/Georgetown,  Friday, April 20, 2007   13

Scotiabank celebrates milestone

In celebration of Scotiabank’s 175th birthday, Acton branch staff invited their clients who
had been with their bank for more than 50 years, to join them for coffee and cake recently.
Among those droppping by Acton branch were (from left) Betty and Clark Armstrong, Eileen
Burt, Joyce and Mac Sprowl, Acton Scotiabank branch manager Angela Horobin and Ahmad
Dajani, Scotiabank District VP, Northwest GTA.                                      Photo by Ted Brown

In celebration of Scotiabank’s 175th birthday, Georgetown branch staff invited their longtime
clients to join them for coffee and cake. Longtime client Barbara Montemurro (centre left)
joined with Georgetown branch manager Sandra Schulthies (centre right), her staff and other
clients, to cut the birthday cake.                                                           Photo by Ted Brown

The Halton Region Health Department saw a
21 per cent decrease in the number of people
who received the flu shot at its clinics this sea-
son.

According to the Region, about 20,000 doses
of influenza vaccine were administered at its
clinics between November and January, while
the previous year a little over 25,000 people
received the shot.

Kathy Blake, Halton’s supervisor for commu-
nicable disease control services, said there are a
couple of things that contributed to the drop in
numbers.

“The vaccine became available later than
usual, so the ‘snowbirds’ may have already left
for the season,” she said. “I think that’s a pretty
large factor.”

She also said that there’s been a fairly substan-
tial increase in flu shot clinics being offered
through other agencies such as pharmacies.

In addition, the late arrival of the influenza
vaccine may have played a role in the low num-

ber of hospital and long-term care home workers
who received the flu shot this season, Blake said.

At the three Halton Healthcare Services
(HHS) sites in Milton, Oakville and Georgetown,
only 47 per cent of staff got the shot, while
Joseph Brant Hospital in Burlington saw 58 per
cent of its employees immunized, down from last
season’s 63 per cent. 

Since it’s the first season the three HHS hospi-
tals have come under one umbrella, the health
department doesn’t have numbers from 2005 for
comparison. 

The average immunization rate amongst
Halton’s long-term care homes was 74 per cent,
down from last season’s average of 76 per cent.

According to Blake, there are other factors
that play into healthcare workers’ low flu shot
numbers besides the late vaccine arrival.

“Some staff continue to hold the belief that
because they don’t get sick with the flu, they
don’t need the flu shot,” she said. “It’s an ongo-
ing challenge for us.”

The health department is continuing to focus
its efforts on educating healthcare staff and
responding to their issues associated with
influenza immunization.

MELANIE HENNESSEY
Special to The IFP

Fewer residents took flu shot 
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